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Of the E quipment of the Squadron. Ts ts 2 


from St. Helen's zo "Si Hand of Madeira, 
with a ſhort Account of that and. The 
paſſage from thence to St, Catherine's. That 
1/land deſcribed. | | 


NN the year 1736, a war with Spain 


17 * appearing inevitable, it was pro- 
poſed to cut off all the principal re- 


d 


& ſources of the Spaniards, and to de- 


prive them of the returns of that 


treaſure, which alone, could enable them to 
carry on a war againſt Great Britain. For this 


purpoſe ſeveral projects were examined, and 


Nou the Right Hon. Lord Anſon, Admiral | 
of the white, and firſt Lord of the Aamiraltv.: * 


Yor. VII B re- 


nn 
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2 Commotere Anson's VOYAGE. 
reſolutions taken by the council, and it was 


at length determined that Mr. Anſon ſhould be 
ſent with a ſquadron to the South Seas, but the 
execution of this project was. delayed, and, in- 
deed, ſuch meaſures were taken as had a na- 
tural tendency, to render it ineffectual ; for 
though à conſiderable number of land forces 


were at firſt allowed, it was at length, from 


ſome ſtrange infatuation, agreed, that only 
98 marines ſhou'd go on board, and that in- 


ſtead of land forces, their place ſhould be ſup- 


plied with 500 invalids, collected from the out- 
penſioners of Chelſea college. Of theſe the 
moſt crazy and infirm were choſen for this la- 


borious and hazardous undertaking, and thoſe | 


who had the free uſe of their limbs deſerting, 
none were left for this important enterpriſe, 


but the moſt decrepid and miſerable objects 
that could be collected out of the whole body. | 


The 14 was alſo retarded by the Commo- 
dore's bei 


agent victuallers, with merchandize to the va- 


lue of 15,000 J. which they were to exchange | 


on the coaſts of the South Sea for proviſions. 
By theſe, and many other delays, the voyage 
was deferred till the ſeaſon of the year when 


the weſterly winds are generally conſtant and : 
very violent, and the difficulties and danger of | 


the paſſage the greateft ; and, in ſhort; till the 

Spaniards were fully acquainted with the Ad- 

miral's deſtination,  _ .. © , 
On the 18th of September, 1740, the Ad- 


miral for fear of ruinning the enterprize | 


weighed from St. Helen's with a contrary wind, 


= 


ng obhged to take on board two | 
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and cleared the channel in four days. The 


ſquadron conſiſted of the Centurion of 60 guns 


and 400 men, commanded by George Anſon, 
Eſq; the Glouce/ter of 50 guns and 300 men; 


the Severn of 50 guns and 300 men; the Pearl 


of 40 guns and 250 men; the Yager of 28 
guns and 160 men; the Tryal ſloop of eight 


guns and 100 men, and two victuallers, which 


were pinks, the largeſt of about 400, and the 
other of about 200 tons burthen. But the 


winds continuing contrary, they had the mor- 


tification to be forty days in their paſſage from 

St. Helen's to Madeira, though it is often per- 

formed in ten or twelve. 9 211 | 
Madeira is ſituated in a fine and healthful cli- 


mate *, and is compoſed of one continued hill 


of a conſiderable height, which extends from 
eaſt to weſt, On the ſouth fide, the dechvity 
15 cultivated, and interſperſed with vineyards 
and country ſeats belonging to the merchants. 
The only conſiderable town in the iſland is 


Fonchiale, which is ſituated on the ſouth, at 
the bottom of a large bay; it is defended by 


a high wall with a battery of | cannon, and a 
fortified 'caſtle, which ftands on the Loo, a rock 
that riſes above the water at a ſmall diſtance 
from the ſhore. This town is the only place 
of trade, and the only place where it is poſſible 
for a boat to land, and even there a violent 


| ſurf continually beats upon the beach, The 


- * This iſland is in the latitude of 320. 27). and 


longitude from London 189 & to 199 f woes, 


though laid down in the charts at 179. 
| | n iſland 
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4 Commodore Anson's VOYAGE _ 
iſland is juſtly famous for its excellent wines, 
which ſeem deſigned by providence for the 
refreſhment of the inhabitants of the torrid 
Zone. | 


Here Mr. 4»/on learnt from the Governor, 


that a few days before his arrival, ſeven or 
eight ſhips, ſuppoſed to belong to the Spaniards, 
had appeared to the weſtward of the iſland, on 
Which Mr. Anſon diſpatched an officer in a 
clean light ſloop to diſcover who they were, 
but the officer returned without being able to 
get ſight of them. Mr, Anſon had great rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect that theſe ſhips were appriſed of 


his defigns, and were diſpatched to prepare the | 


Spaniſh ſettlements for his reception, and the 
- Juſtice of theſe ſuſpicions afterwards appeared 
from his. diſcovering that the court of Spain 
had actually fitted out a ſquadron to attend his 
motions, and traverſe his projects“. EU Su 

The Commodore having at this iſland ſup- 
plied the ſhips with as much wine, water, and 
other refreſhments as they could take in, 
weighed anchor on the zd of November, and 
the day after, gave orders to the Captains, 
that in caſe the ſquadron ſhould be ſeparated, to 
rendezvous at the iſland of Sr. Catherine's, and 
on the 19th the 7zdu/ftry pink having fulfilled 


her charter party, and her cargo being divided 


amongſt the other veſſels, ſhe parted company, 


* "The hiſtory of the dreadful diſtreſſes of this 
Squadron, aubich was commanded by Don Jo- 
eph Pizarro, js given in chap, IV. 


. being 
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Round THE WORLD. 5 
being bound for Barbadoes, to take in a freight 
for England, but in her return from that iſland 
was unhappily taken by the Spaniards. | 

In this long run, the men youu remarkably 
ſickly, ſo that many died, and great numbers 
were confined to their hammocks, on which 
account the Commodore ordered fix air ſcuttles 
to be cut in each ſhip, to let in more air be- 
tween the decks. 'They were afflicted with ca- 
lentures, a kind of fevers that are not only 
terrible while they laſt, but even the remains 
of the diſeaſe often proved fatal to thoſe who 
thought. themſelves recovered, and always left 
them weak and helpleſs. This diſorder daily 
increaſing while they continued at ſea, they 
were filled with extraordinary joy at the diſ- 
covery of the coaſt of Braſil, on the 16th of 
December in the morning, and-on the evening 
of the 18th, they caſt anchor at the north-weſt 
point of the iſland of St. Catherine's. | 
They perceived at a diſtance two fortifica- 


tions which ſeemed intended to guard the paſ- 


ſage between the iſland-and the main, and ſee- 
ing two forts hoiſt their colours and fire ſeveral 
art probably as ſignals for aſſembling the in- 
nabitants, the Commodore concluded that his 
ſquadron had alarmed the coaſt, and there- 
fore, to prevent confuſion, ſent a boat with an 
officer on ſhore to compliment the Governor, 
and deſire a pilot to carry the veſſels into the 
road. The Governor returned an obliging 
anſwer, and having ſent them a pilot, they 
anchored in a large commodious bay on the 

FB: 3 ; + ns 


6 Commodore Ax so VOYAGE 
continent, called by the French Bon-Port, and 

the next day moored at Sr. Catberine c. 1 
As it was neceſſary that the care of the ſick 


ſhould firſt employ their thoughts, the Com- 


modore gave orders, that each ſhip ſhould 
erect two tents, one for the diſeaſed, and the 
other for the ſurgeon and his aſſiſtants; after 
which about 80 ek perſons were landed from 
the Centurion, and. nearly as many from the 


other ſhips, in proportion to their number of 


hands. This neceſſary duty being performed, 


the ſhips were next cleanſed, ſmoaked, and 


every part well waſhed with vinegar. After 
which every method was taken to ſecure the 
veſſels againſt the tempeſtuous weather, the 


people had reafon to expect in their paſſage 


round Cape Horn. | 
St. Catherine's though about nine leagues in 


length, is no where above two in breadth, | 


and though it is of a conſiderable height, it 
can hardly be perceived at ten leagues diſtance, 
it being obſcured by the prodigious mountains 
behind it on the continent of Brafil. + 
This iſland is covered with a foreſt of trees, 
that retain their verdure in all ſeaſons. But 
it is ſo entangled with underwood, thorns, and 
briars, as to form an impenetrable thicket, ex- 
cept in ſome narrow paths made by the inha- 
bitants for their own convenience, and theſe, 
with a few ſpots along the ſhore facing the 


* This iland lies in 400. 45. weſt longitude 


from London, and extends from the ſouth latitude | 
of 27% 35“ to that of 280. 


con- 


On- 


tions of all climates thrive almoſt without cul- 


| the iſland are parrots, monkies, and particu- 


that ſurround the harbour prevent a free 
| quantity of vapour produced by the vigorous 
| try is all the night covered with a thick fog. 


an infinite number of ſand-flies, which make 
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continent, that are cleared for plantations, are 
the only uncovered parts of the iſland. The 
many aromatic trees and ſhrubs with which the 
woods abound, render them extremely fra- 
grant. Theſe woods alſo ſpontaneouſly pro- 
duce many kinds of fruit; and the produc- 


ture, fo that here are plenty of pine apples, ci- 
trons, lemons, oranges, melons, ” apricots, 

eaches, grapes, and plantains, There are 
— alſo great plenty of pheaſants, but they 
are far from taſting ſo well as thoſe in England. 
They have likewiſe ſmall wild cattle reſembl- 
ing buffaloes; theſe, however, are but indif- 
ferent food, their fleſh being looſe, and of a 
diſagreeable flavour. The other proviſions of 


larly fiſh of various kinds, which laſt, are ex- 
ceeding good, and eaſily caught. The water 
alſo is excellent, and is as fit Pr the ſea as that 
of the Thames. 55 oh 
Theſe advantages are counterballanced by 
many inconveniences. 'The woods and hills 


circulation of the air; and there is ſuch a 
vegitation of 'the place, that the whole coun- 
In the day-time the men were peſtered with 
muſcatos, reſembling the gnats in England, 


but more venemous in their ſtings ; and when 
theſe retired at ſun-ſet they were ſucceeded by 


a mighty buzzing, though they are ſcarcely 


8 | Commudire Axs0n!'s VOYAGE 
to be perceived with the naked eye. Their 


bite raiſes a ſmall pimple in the fleſh, which 
is ſoon attended with a painful itching, like 


that ariſing from the harveſt bug in England. 
In ſhort the ſailors had a melancholly proof 
of the unhealthfulneſs of the climate; for 
the Centurion alone buried no leſs than 28 


men after her arrival, and yet the number of 
her ſick was in the ſame interval increaſed from 
do to 96. 5 f ne 

The ſquadron alſo ſuffered many inconveni- 


ences from the form of |» par and new 


regulations lately eftabliſhed in the iſland. It 


was formerly only a retreat for vagabonds and ; 


out-laws who fled thither from all parts of Bra- 


Jil, and who having plenty of proviſions, but | 


no money, ſupported themſelves without the | 
aſſiſtance of any neighbouring ſettlements. } 
While in this ſituation they were extremly hoſ- 
pitable and friendly to ſuch foreign ſhips as 
came amongſt them; for as thoſe ſhips wanted 
only proviſions, and the natives wanted only 
clothes, the ſhips furniſhed them with the lat- 
ter in exchange for the former, and both ſides 
were highly pleaſed with this traffick. But of 
late, ſince the diſcovery of the gold and 
diamonds on the oppoſite coaſt, they had been 
obliged to ſubmit to new laws, and a new form 
of government. They had at this time, in- 
ſtead of their former ragged, bare-foated- Cap- 
tain, a goyernor named Don 7% Sylva de Pas, þ 
who had a garriſon of ſoldiers, lived ſplendid- 
ly, and had a better knowledge of the impor- 


tance of money, than his more honeſt prede- 
. | ceſſors, 


— 
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ceſſors, and therefore took ſeveral methods of 
procuring it, which they were entirely uns? 
quainted with. One of theſe was placing cen- 
tinels at all the avenues to prevent the people 
ſelling refreſhments to the ſhips, except atſuch 
| extravagant prices as they could not afford to 
give, pretending he was obliged to preſerve 
proviſions for above one hundred families, with 
which he daily expected to have the colony re- 
inforced. But this was not the worſt part of 
| his conduct; he was deeply engaged in a 
| ſmuggling traffick, in exchanging gold for ſil- 
ver, by which the kings of Spain and Portugal 
were defrauded of their fifth; and in order to 
ingratiate himſelf with his Span; correſpon- 
dents, had the treachery to diſpatch an expreſs 


it to Pizarro, the commander of the Spani/h ſquad- 
ron, fitted out to traverſe Mr. Auſon's projects, 
. and who then lay at Buenos- Ayres, in the river 
of Plate, with a particular account of every 
4 circumſtance he could ſuppoſe the enemy de- 


ſirous of being acquainted with. 


0 | While mY were at this iſland they diſcover- 
ed a fail to the offing, and the Commodore ſuſ- 


c 3 that ſhe might be a Spaniard, gave or- 
by ders for manning his eighteen oared boat, 
na which he ſent to examine her, under the com- 
en mand of his ſecond Lieutenant, before ſhe ar- 
ar rived within the protection of the forts. But 


ſhe proving a Portzgue/e brigantine from Ria 
P. BCrande, the lieutenant behaved with the ut- 
moſt civility, and even refuſed to accept a calf 
which the maſter would have forced upon him 
as a preſent, Notwithſtanding this the Gover- 


nor 0 


10 Commodore An8on's VOYAGE 
vor was greatly offended at Mr. 4n/on's ſend- 
ing the boat, and repreſented it as a violation 
- of the peace, ſubſiſting between. the crowns of 
Great-Britain and Portugal. 'This ridiculous 
bluſtering was at firſt imputed to no deeper 
cauſe than Don 7%“'s inſolence, but as he pro- 
ceeded to charge the Lieutenant, with behav- 
ang rudely, opening letters, and attempting to 
ake by violence the very calf he had refuſed | 
to receive as a preſent, there was reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect, that he raiſed this groundleſs clamour 
only to prevent their viſiting the brigantine, | 
when ſhe ſhould put to ſea again, and diſcover the 
ſecret of his ſmuggling correſpondence with 
the neighbouring governors *, | | 


CHAP. II. 


The Commodore proceeds from St. Catharine's 10 
Port St. Julian's. That Port and the Coun- 
try to the ſouth of the River of Plate deſcribed. 
His paſſage from thence to Streights le Maire. 
The diftreſſes of the Squadron in doubling Cape 
Horn. JUts arrival at the land of Jaan Fer- 
nandes. 7 8 5 


H E ſquadron being refitted, and a ſup- 
ply of freſh proviſions taken in, it ſet 
fail from S.. Catharint's, on the 18th of Janu- 


* The reader may ſee a deſcription of the adja- if w 
cent continent of Brafil in Vol. III. Chap. VII. ti. 
VIII. and 1 . 8 


44 
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ary 1741, in order to proceed to a deſart and 
inhoſpitable coaſt, and a more boiſterous eli- 
mate than any they had yet experienced; and 
three days after they had a moſt violent ſtorm, 
attended with ſo thick a fog, that it was im- 
poſſible to ſee at the diſtance of two | ſhips 
length, ſo that the ſhips could not diſtinguiſh 
one another; however, the next day at noon, 
when the fog diſperſed, Mr. Auſon diſcovered 
all the ſhips of the ſquadron except the Pearl, 
which did not join him till near a month af- 
„ terwards. However, in this ſtorm the Tryal 
e floop was a great way to leeward ; for ſhe had 
h loſt her main-maſt, and for fear of bilging, had 

been obliged to cut away the raft, the Com- 
modore therefore bore down with the ſquadron 

> I to her relief, and a great ſwell ſtill continuing, 
the Gloucefter was ordered to take her in tow, 

and again ſtand to the ſouthward. . 

On the 18th of February they diſeovered a 
ſail, when the. Severn and Glouceſter were or- 
„ dered to give chace; but Mr. 4:/oz perceiv- 
el. ; 
| ing it to be the Peart, which had been ſepa- 
rated from the ſquadron in the ſtorm, a ſignal 
was made for the Severn to rejoin the ſquad- 

ron, and to leave the Glouce/fter alone in the 
E purſuit; but to the ſurprize of the ſquadron 
it was obſerved, that on the Glowcefter's ap- 
E proach, the people on board the Pearl inereaſ- 

ed their fails, and ſtood from her. The Glou- 

ceſter notwithſtanding this came up with them, 
when ſhe found their 1 in their net- 
II. I tings, and every thing ready for an engage - 
Iment. The Pearl having joined the — 


12 Commodore AN s OH s VOYAGE 
dore, Lieutenant Saſt informed him, that on 
the loth inftant he had ſeen five Spaniſo' men 
of war, which for ſome time he imagined to 
belong to the Britiſb ſquadron, and that he 
had ſuffered the commanding ſhip, which wore 
a red broad pendant, exactly reſembling the 
Commodore's, to come within gun-ſhot of him i 
before he diſcovered his miſtake; but finding 
that it was not the Centurion, he crouded from 
them with all his fail, and happily eſcaped; 
though the whole ſquadron continued the chace f 

all that day. 

On the 18th of February the ſquadron came 
to an anchor in the bay of Sr. Julian on the 
coaſt of Patagonia, when the Tryal was imme- 
diately put in repair; and as this port is a con- 
venient rendezous in caſe of ſeparation, for all 
cruiſers bound to the ſouthward, a deſcription i - 
of it, and of the coaſt of Patagonia cannot be i 

unacceptable to the curious. | t 

The country ſtiled Patagonia extends "from, 8 y 
the Spaniſh ſettlements in South-America, to the W t 
ſtreights of Magellan. It is very remarkable, h 
that, though the whole country north of the 
river Plate is ſtored! with immenſe quantities 
of large timber, yet no trees of any kind are 
to be met with ſouth of that river, except a 
few fruit trees planted by the Spaniards near 
Buenes- Ayres, thus the whole eaſtern coaſt of 
Patagonia, extending 1200 miles in length, 
and as far back as any diſcoveries have been yet 
made, has no other wood than a few inſignifi- 


cant ſhrubs, 
; The a 


Ja ſtop to it. 
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The land however appears to be compoſed 
of downs, of a dry gravelly ſoil, covered with 
tufts of long coarſe graſs, interſperſed with 
barren ſpots, where.nothing is to be ſeen but 
gravel, In many places this graſs feeds im- 
menſe herds of black cattle, a few of which 
were brought over by the Spaniards, after their 


& firſt ſettling at Buenos-4yres, and theſe have 


multiplied to ſuch a ſurprizing degree, that 
they have ſpread ſo far into the different parts 


of the country, that they are not conſidered 


as private property. Many thouſands of them 


being annually ſlaughtered by the hunters 
merely for their hides and tallow. + 
| hunters are mounted on horſeback, and armed 
| with a kind of ſpear, which, inſtead of hav- 

ing a blade at the end, fixed in the ſame line 


Theſe 


with the wood, is fixed a-croſs. With this 
inftrument they purſue the beaſt, and the hun- 


ter who comes behind hamſtrings him, after 
which the beaſt ſoon falls, without being able 


to riſe again, when the hunters cruelly leave 


him, and purſue others, who are ſefved in the 


ſame manner. Sometimes indeed a ſecond 
party attends the hunters to ſkin the cattle as 
they fall; but it is ſaid that at other times, 
they chuſe inhumanly to ſuffer the poor crea- 
tures to languiſh in torment till the next day, 
from-an opinion that the anguiſh endured by 


the animal facilitates the ſeparation of the 


ſkin from the carcaſe ; a barbarous practice, 


which though the prieſts have loudly condemn- 


ed, they have not been able entirely to 190 
The 9 the cattle killed in 
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this manner is left to putrify, or to be devour- 
ed by the birds and wild beaſts, and particu- 
larly wild dogs, of which there are immenſe 


numbers; theſe are ſuppoſed to have been 


originally produced by Spaniſb dogs from Bue- 

nos-Ayres ; but being allured by the plenty of 

Carrion, left their maſters, and ran wild 

amongſt the cattle. 3 
Ben 


| des the black cattle annually flaughtered | 
for their hides and tallow, many of them are 


frequently taken alive, without wounding 
them, for the uſes of agriculture and other 


purpoſes. This is performed with almoſt in- 
— 2 dexterity. The hunters, who are 
mounted on horſeback, take a very ſtrong 


thong of ſeveral fathoms in length, at one en 

of which is a running nooſe ; they hold it in 
the right hand, and it being properly coiled up, 
and the oppoſite end faſtened to the ſaddle, 
they ride at a herd of cattle, and when they 
come within a certain diſtance of the beaſt 
they intend to catch, throw the thong with 
ſuch exactneſs, that they never fail to fix the 
nooſe about his horns. The beaſt generally 


runs, as ſoon as he finds himſelf entangled ; i 
but the horſe having greater ſwiftneſs, attends 


him till a ſecond hunter throws another nooſe 
about one of its hind legs, and then both horſes 


inſtantly turn different ways, by which means 
the beaſt is preſently overthrown, and while 
the horſes ſtill keep thi 

the hunters alight, and ſecure him in ſuch a 
- manner, as eaſily to convey him where-ever 
they pleaſe. They alſo, in the ſame manner, 


thongs upon the ſtretch, 


nooſe 
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# nooſe horſes and there are not wantin per- | 


ſons of credit who aſſert, that by the ſame me- 
thod they catch even tigers. 1 ' 
The horſes, which were originally from 
Spain, are not only prodigiouſly encreaſed, 
but have run wild even to a greater diſtance 
than the black cattle, and though many of 
theſe are fine ones, yet their numbers render 
them of ſuch little value, that the beſt of them 
are often fold m the neighbouring ſettlements, 
where money alſo is plentiful, for a dollar a 
pits. 22 | ns 
Throughout this whole country there are al- 
ſo conſiderable numbers of vicunnas, or Peru- 
vian ſheep ; but theſe being remarkably ſhy, 
and extremely ſwift, cannot be killed without 
difficulty. On this coaſt too there are vaſt 
numbers of ſeals, and a prodigious variety of 
fea fowls; the moſt rema table of theſe are the 
penguins, which in ſhape and fize reſemble a 
ole ; but inſtead of wings have ſhort ſtumps 
ke fins, that are of no uſe to them except 
in the water. 'Their bills are narrow, and as 
they ſtand and walk in an ere& poſture Sir 
29 | Narborough has whimſically compared 
em to little children ſtanding up with white 
aprons before them. A principal diſadvantage 
in this country is the ſcarcity of freſh water, 


which however has been ſometimes found in 


fmall quantities; but the ponds and ſtreams 
are generally brackiſh | 

On this part of the coaſt, which at port &. 
Julian is not above zoo miles over, there ſeems 


do be but few inhabitants; but in the neigh- 


CS bour- 
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bourhood of Buencs-Ayres, where the continent 
15 near four times as broad, and the climate 
much milder, they are ſufficiently numerous, 
and excel the more ſouthern Indians in activity 
and ſpirit. In their bravery they nearly reſemble 
thegallant Indians of Chili, who have frequently 
ſet the power of Spain at deſiance, have often 
ravaged their country, and ſtill remain inde- 
pendent. They are generally excellent horſe- 
men, and extremely expert in the uſe of all 
military weapons except fire arms, which the 
Spaniards are very ſollicitous to conceal from 
them; and indeed the beſt way of ſubverting 
the Spaniſh power in America, ſeems to be that 
of giving due encouragement to theſe Indians, 
and to thoſe of Chili. | 
It has been obſerved by Sir John Narborough 
that port Sz. Julian produces excellent falt ; 
and that in February, the falt found there was 
ſufficient to fill 1000 ſhips ; but on Mr. 4»/or's 
ſending an officer to the ſalt pond, to get a 
| 2 of ſalt for the uſe of the ſquadron, he 
ound that it was ſcarce and bad, which might 
probably be occaſioned by the wetneſs of the 
ſeaſon. „„ 1 
The Tryal being refitted, which was one of 
their principal employments at the bay of Sr. 
Fulian, and the only occaſion of their: ſtay, 
the Commodore held a council of the printi- 
pal officers on board the Centurion, and inform- 
ed them, that he was ordered to endeavour to 
ſecure ſome port in the South- Seat, where the 
ſhips of the ſquadron might be careened and 
reſitted, and propoſed to attack Baldivia, the 
3 3 prin- 
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principal frontier of Chili, to which the coun- 
cil unanimouſly agreeing, new inſtructions were 

iven to the caprains of the ſquadron, import- 
ing, that in caſe of a ſeparation, they were to 
make the beſt of their way to the iſland of 
Nueſtro Senora del Socoro, where they were to 
cruize only ten days; when, if they were not 
joined by the Commodore, they were to. pro- 
ceed and cruize fourteen days of the harbour 
of Baldivia ; and if not joined by the reſt of 
the ſquadron, to direct their courſe to the iſland 
of Juan Fernandes, It was alſo ordered that 
no ſhip ſhould keep at a greater diſtance from 
the Centurion than two miles, without an una» 
voidable neceſſity, _ | | 

Theſe regulations being eſtabliſhed, the 
{quadron weighed anchor on Friday the 27th 
of February in the morning; but the Glauce/ter 
not being able to purchaſe her anchor, was left 


* 


a conſiderable way a- ſtern, and obliged to cut 


her cable, and leave her beſt bower behind. 
On the 4th of March, when they were inſight 


of cape Virgin Mary, the afternoon being ax | 


bright and clear, moſt of the captains too 
that opportunity to pay a viſit to the Commo- 


dore; but while they were in company, they - 
were all greatly alarmed by a ſudden flame 


burſting from the Gloucefter, ſucceeded by a 


cloud of ſmoke ; but their apprehenſions were 
ſoon removed, by the information that the 
blaſt was occaſioned by a ſpark from the forge 


lighting on a quantity of gunpowder, and 


other combuſtibles, which an officer on board 


was preparing for uſe, in caſe it ſhould happen 
5 that 
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that they ſhould engage the Spauiſb fleet; and 


that it had been extinguiſhed before the ſhip' | 


had received the leaſt damage. | 


The ſquadron found that in theſe high lati- 


_ tudes, fair weather was of a very ſhort dura- 
tion, and that when it was remarkably fine it 
was a certain preſage of a ſucceeding ftorm. 
The fine afternoon juſt mentioned * in a 


moſt turbulent night, ſucceeded by a dreadful 
ſtorm the next morning, which continued al! 


day; but at midnight the wind abated, and 
the ſucceeding morning they diſcovered the 


land called Terra del Fuego, which afforded a 


a very uncomfortable proſpe&, it being of a 
ſtupendous height, and every where covered 

with ſmow. whe | 4 88 
On the th of March, they began to open 
the ſtreights, and had a proſpect of Statenlana, 
an ifland, which in the wildneſs and horror of 
its appearance, far ſurpaſſed Terra del Furgo. It 
ſeemed entirely compoſed of inacceſſible rocks, 
which without the leaſt mixture of earth, ter- 
minated in a great number of ragged points, 
that aroſe to an amazing height; all of them 
were covered with ſnow, and on every fide 
ſurrounded with frightful precipices, whale the 
hills which bear them are generally ſeparated 
from each other by clefts through the main 
ſubſtance of the rocks, almoſt to their. very 
bottoms ; nothing can be imagined more dread- 
ful and gloomy ; theſe ſtupendous chaſms ap- 


[ pearing as if produced by ws earthquakes. | 
BY he ſquadron was hurrie 


© Ntreights by che rapidity of the tide in about 
| | two 
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two hours, though they are between ſeven and 
eight leagues in length. As theſe are uſually nn 
reckoned the boundaries of the Pacific and 
Atlantic oceans, the men began to hope that 
their dangers were now almoſt at an end, and 
flattering themſelves that they had now nothing 
but an open ſea till they arrived at thoſe weal- 
thy coaſts, where all their wiſhes were center- 
ed, they imagined that they were on the point 
of realizing the golden dreams on which they 
had feaſted ſo long in imagination. Theſe 
leaſing ideas were greatly heightened by the | 
rightneſs of the ſky, and ſerenity of the wea- 
ther, for though the winter was advancing, 
yet the morning of that day was as mild and 
S delightful as any they had ſeen fince their de- 
= parture from England; but they had ſcarcely 
| reached the ſouthern extremity of the ſtreights 
le Maire, when all theſe pleafing hopes were | 
inſtantly loſt in the proſpe& of immediate de- | 


ſtruction; for before the ſternmoſt ſhips of the 
ſquadron were clear of the ſtreights, the ſky 
became ſuddenly obſcured, and the wind ſhift- 19 
ing to the ſouthward, blew in the moſt violent * 
ſqualls, while the tide, which had hitherto 
favoured them, turned furiouſly and drove 
them to the eaſtward with prodigious rapidity, 
fo that they were in the greateſt anxiety for the 
two ſternmoſt veſſels the Wager and the Anna 
Pink, fearing leſt they ſhould be daſhed to pieces 
on the ſhore of Statenland, which indeed they 
with the utmoſt difficulty eſcaped. FI | 
From this day, for about three months, they 
ſtruggled with ſuch dangers and diſtreſſes as 
| are 
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are ſcarcely to be parallelled, and had a conti- 
- nual ſucceſſion of ſuch tempeſtuous weather, 


as ſurprized the oldeſt and moſt experienced 
mariners, who confeſſed, that what they had 


hitherto called ftorms, were inconſiderable ö 


gales, compared with the violence of theſe 
winds, which raiſed ſuch ſhort and ſuch moun- 
tainous waves that juſtly filled them with-con- 
tinual terror ; for had but one of theſe waves 
broke over them, it would probably have ſent 


ſantly, and the men were in continual danger 
of being daſhed to pieces againſt the decks 
and ſides of the ſhips ;- for though they took 


all poflible care to ſecure themſelves from theſe 
ſhocks, by graſping ſome fixed body, yet | 
many uſeful people were forced from their 
hold, and either killed or diſabled. Theſe | 
tempeſts were rendered ſtill more miſchievous, | 
from the manner of their approach ; for if 


the men, after heing frequently reduced to lie 
at the mercy of the waves under their bare 


- poles, ſometimes ventured to make ſail, with 


their courſes double reefed, and the weather 


Proving more tolerable, would encourage them 


to ſet their top-ſails, the wind would ſuddenly 
return with redoubled force, and in an inſtant 
tare the ſails from the yards; and to mcreaſe 
the diſtreſs, theſe blaſts commonly brought 
with them a great quanity of ſnow and fleet, 
which froze the ſails, and rendered both them 


and the cordage ſo brittle as to ſnap upon the . J 


ſlighteſt ſtrain, while at the ſame time it be- 


numbed the limbs of the people, and _ 


them to the bottom. The ſhips. rolled inceſ- ! 
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diſabled many of them, by mortifying their 
fingers and toes. The Centurion, by labouring 
in this lofty ſea, in which ſhe frequently ſhip- 
ped great quantities of water, grew ſo. looſe- 
in her upper-works, that ſhe let in the water. 
in every ſeam, and ſcarcely any of the officers. 
ever lay in dry beds. | WEE 
On the 23d of March a violent ſtorm of 
wind, hail, and rain, ſprung the main- yard 
of the Centurion, and the foot rope of the 
main-ſail breaking, the main-fail itſelf ſplit 
& inſtantly to rags, and in ſpite of all their en- 
deavours to ſave. it, much the greater, part of 
it was blown over- board. This obliged the 
Commodore to make a ſignal for the ſquadron 
to bring to, and the ſtorm flatning to a calm, 
endeavours were inſtantly uſed to repair the 
damage. They again got under ſail; but in 
24 hours were attacked by another ſtorm, 


in which the Centurion had her main-ſhrouds. 


and mizen-ſhrouds broke. After this the wea- 
ther for two or three days grew leſs tempeſtu- 

ous than uſual ; but there was ſo thick a fog 
that the Centurion was, obliged to fire a gun al- 
moſt every half hour to keep the ſquadron: to- 
gether, _ | | | Be 

On the 31ſt. the people were alarm:d-by. a - 
gun fired from the Glouceſter, and a ſignal made to 
ſpeak with the Commodore, on which the Cen- 
turion bearing down to her, it was found that 
| the main-yard was broke in the ſlings. This 
was confidered as a great misfortune, ſince 
it would detain them the longer in that inhoſ- 
pitahle climate; therefore, to ſhorten this 195 
ay 
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lay as much as poſſible, the Commodore or- 


dered ſeveral carpenters to be put on board 
the Glouce/ter from the other ſhips, that the da- 
mage might be repaired with the utmoſt ex- 


pedition. And the Captain of the Tryal at the 
ſame time complaining that his — were 
bad, and that the ſloop made ſo much water 
that he was ſcarcely able to keep her free, the 
Commodore ordered him a pump ready fitted 


from his own ſhip. The next day the ſky 


looked dark and gloomy, and the wind be- 


ginning to freſhen and blow in ſqualls indicat- 


ed the approach of a ſevere tempeſt, and ac- 
cordingly on the 3d of April, there aroſe a | 
ftorm, which from its violence 'and continua- þ 
tion, exceeded all they had hitherto encoun- 


tered; The Centurion ſoon received a furious 


ſhock from a ſea, which breaking over the | 
larboard quarter, ſtove in her ow gallery, | 


and ruſhed into the ſhip like a deluge ; at the 
ſame time the maſts and rigging were much 
damaged. This dreadful ſtorm laſted three 
days. On the 8th ſeveral guns were fired, as 


| ſignals of diſtreſs, when the Commodore mak- 
ing a ſignal for the ſquadron to bring to, it 
was ſoon perceived that the Vager had loſt F 


her mizen-maſt, and main-top-ſail-yard, and 
the next day the Auna Pink had her fore-ſtay, 
and the gammon of her bow-ſprit broke,' and 
was in danger of haying all her maſts come 
by the bed. X e | 


They now began to flatter themſelves with | | 


hopes that their fatigues were drawing to a pe- 
riod, and that they thould ſoon arrive at _ r 
| oſpi- 
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hoſpitable climate; for towards the latter end 


of March, they were, according to their rec- 
koning, near ten degrees to the weſt of the 


weſtermoſt point of Terra del Fuego, and ever 


ſince had been ftanding to the nothward, with 
as much expedition as the turbulence of the 
weather would permit ; but theſe deluſions on- 
ly ſerved to render their diſappointment more 
terrible; for on the 14th of Abril the weather, 


which till then had been hazy, clearing up, 


the Anna Pink, between one and two in. the 
morning, made a ſignal for ſeeing land right 
a-head, which being but two miles diſtant, 
they were all in the greateſt danger of running 
a-ſhore-z and had the wind blown with violence 


from its uſual quarter, or if the moon had not 


ſuddenly ſhone out, every ſhip muſt have pe- 
riſned. This land, to their great amazement, 


appeared to be Cape Noir, though they ima- 


gined they were ten degrees more weſterly. Far 
the currents had driven them ſo ſtrongly to the 
eaſtward, that- when they imagined they ran 
down nineteen degrees weſt, they had not 
really advanced half that diſtance. By this 
diſcovery they found themſelves obliged to 
ſteer once more to the ſouthward, and inſtead 


of approaching a warmer climate, were again 


to combat thoſe terrible blaſts. that had fo of- 
ten filled them with conſternation. To increaſe 
their apprehenſions, they were dreadfully en- 
feebled by the men falling ſick and dying a- 
pace. Three days before, they loſt fight of 


the Sewern and Pearl; and though the ſhips 


were ſpread out in ſearch of them, never law 
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them more; whence it was concluded that they 
had run upon this land in the night, and had 


periſhed. Filled with theſe deſponding thoughts, | 


they ſtood away to the ſouth-weſt, till the 22d 
of April, when they were in upwards' of 60 
degrees of ſouth latitude, and fix to the weft 
of Cape Noir, in which run they had as favour- 
able weather as could be expected: but on the 


24th in the evening the wind increaſed- to a 


-prodigious ſtorm, and the weather being ex- 
tremely thick, the four other ſhips of the ſqua- 


dron ſeparated, nor did they meet again till] 


they reached Juan Fernandes, and the Centurion, 
during this tempeſt, had her ſails rent to 
pieces, and much of her rigging broke. 


The ſcurvy had now for a conſiderable 


time made its appearance, and had ſpread to 


ſuch an aſtoniſhing degree, that this dreadful 
diſeaſe carried off 43 men from on board the] 


Centurion only in the month of April, and 
double that number in May, after which it 


was ſtill increaſing. The many forms where- 
in this deſtructive diſeaſe attacks the human 


body, are as aſtoniſhing as they are unaccount- 


able. Its ſymptoms are inconſtant and innu- 


merable, and. ſcarcely did the complaints of 
any two perſons exactly reſemble each other, 
yet there are ſome ſymptoms more common 
than the reſt, ſuch as large diſcoloured ſpots 
ſpread over the whole body, ſwelled legs, 
utrid gums, extraordinary laſſitude, . ſapriz- 
ing dejection of ſpirits, ſhiverings and trem- 


blings, with a diſpoſition to be ſeized with un- 


accotintable terrors on the ſlighteſt. accidents, 
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and whatever lamped the hopes of the men, 
added new vigour to the diſtemper, killed thoſe 
who were in the laſt ſtages of it, and con- 
fined thoſe to their hammocks who were  be- 
fore capable of ſome kind of duty. It often 
produced the jaundice, 1 rheumatic 
pains and putrid fevers; but what is moſt ex- 
traordinary, it forced open the ſcars of wounds 
which had been many years healed, and 
diſſolved the callous of a broken bone, 
which had been compleatly formed for a lon 
| time, ſo that the fracture ſeemed as if it — 0 
„never been conſolidated. Many of the people, 
0 though confined to their hammocks, were 
chearful, talked in a loud, ſtrong tone of 
e voice, and eat and drank heartily; but on 
being only moved in their hammocks from one 
part of the ſhip to another, immediately expired. 
Others truſting to their ſeeming ſtrength, re- 
a folved to get out of their hammocks, put died 
it before they could reach the deck, and it was 
common to ſee the men drop down dead, up- 
don a violent effort of duty. * r 
. On the 8th of May the Centurion arrived off 
the iſland of Socore, which was the firft rendez- 
vous appointed for the ſquadron, ſhe waited 
„there ſeveral days to no purpoſe, in which ſhe 
was often in danger of being driven upon the 
rocks; for there were ſtill ſuch prodigious ſqualls 
chat with the greateſt difficulty they kept clear 
. of the ſnore. In one of theſe ſqualls, which 
was attended with violent claps of thunder, a 
ſudden flaſh darted along the decks, with an 
exploſion like that of ſeveral piſtols, and as it 
VF OL. V. D | paſſed 
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paſſed ' wounded ſeveral of the officers and | 
men. | | | 
There would be no end in minutely deſcrib- to 
ing the diſaſters and terrors, the people en- © 
countered on this coaſt, all which increaſed till N of 
22d of May, when the fury of all the ftorms ve 
they had hitherto endured ſeemed to be unit- be 
ed, and to have conſpired their deſtruction. |} 2! 
Almoſt all the fails of the Centurion were fplit, be 
and great part of her ſtanding rigging broke, 4 
and a mountainous ſea taking her upon her |} 
ſtarboard quarter, gave her 12 prodigious a fi 
ſhock, that ſeveral of the ſhrouds $a 1 with 
the jerk, and the . ballaſt and ſtores were ſo 
ſtrangely ſhifted, that the ſhip afterwards lay 
on her larboard fide. By this tremendous 
blow, the people were thrown into the ut- 
moſt conſternation, from the dread of imme- 
diately foundering ; but the wind abating, 
they endeavoured all they could to mend | 
their fails and repair the damage, during 
which they were driven aſhore on the iſland 
of Chile; but the wind happily ſhifting to | 
the ſouthward, they ſteered off land with on- 
ly the main-ſail, the maſter, and the reverend 
Mr. Walter, the Commodore's . chaplain, un- 
dertaking the management of the helm, whale 
the reſt were employed in ſecuring the maſts 
and bending the ſails. 1 
This was the laſt ſtormy weather they met 
with in that climate; for after a fortnight's 
cruize, without ſeeing any of the other ſhips, | 
the Centurion that day got clear of the land, 
and the weather being pretty moderate, bore 8 
| « x } away 
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delayed by calms and 1 winds, that it 
3 
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1 away for Juan F ernandes, which was thought | 


to afford the only chance the men had left to 
avoid periſhing at ſea ; for though the harbour 
of Baldivia was the next appointed rendez- 
vous, it was no longer thought on, the ſole 
hope now left being that of ſaving the ſhip, 
and the few remaining lives on board. Time 
being now extremely precious, as four, five, 
and fix of the Centurion's men died in a day, 
they ſtood directly for that iſland; but not 
inding it in the poſition the charts had taught 
them to expect it in, they began to apprehend 
their being too far to the weſtward ; and tho? the 


Commodore himſelf was firmly perſuaded that 


he ſaw it on the morning of the 28th, his of- 
ficers, ' ſuppoſing it to be only a cloud, a 


| ſuppoſition which the hazineſs of the wea- 


ther made probable, it was, on a conſulta- 


| tion, reſolved to ſtand to the eaſtward in the 
parallel of the ifland; but on the goth of +» 


May, having a view of the continent of Chz/ 
they had the mortification to find, they ha 
needleſsly altered their courſe, when they 
were, in all probability, juſt upon the point 
of making the iſland. Thoſe who remained 

alive were entirely diſpirited by this new diſ- 
appointment, and this general dejection pre- 
vailing, added to the virulence of the diſeaſe, 
and the mortality increaſed to a moſt dreadful 


| __ | 2 
= To theſe calamities were added the painful 


circumſtance, that on their ſtanding to the 
weſtward in queſt of the iſland, they were ſo 


coſt 
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coſt them nine days to regain the weſting | 
which they had run down in two, when they 
ſtood to the eaſtward. In this deſponding con- 
dition, with great ſcarcity of water, and the 
crew ſo diſeaſed that there was not above ten | 
foremaſt men in a watch capable of doing du- YR 


iy, and even - ſome of theſe lame, they ſaw 
he long-wiſhed for iſland of Juan Fernandes, 
on the gth of June, loſing, by this laſt miſ- 
take between 70 and 80 men, who would 
doubtleſs have been ſaved had they made the 
iſland when the Commodore diſcovered it on 
the 28th of May; but notwithſtanding this, 
it will hereafter appear, that this 2 was 
providentially the means of the preſervation of 
all who ſurvived this ſeeming misfortune. 
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A Deſcription of the Iſland of Juan Fernandes, 
ewith the Meaſures purſued by Mr. Anſon in that 
Iſland. The arrival of the Glouceſter and 
Anna Pink; and a Narrative of the diftreſſes 

the former had endured, and what happened to | 

| — = while at anchor "near the Hand of | 
nchin. | . 


1 the Centurion again diſcovered the 
| iſland of Juan Fernandes on the ninth 
of June at day-break, yet her people were 
all that day and the next night in getting in 1 
„Vith the land, and in the middle watch the de- 
bility of the people was ſo great, Bs; the 

| | ieu- 
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Lieutenant could only muſter two quarter maſ-. 
ters and fix foremaſt men, ſo that had it not 


been for the aſſiſtance of the officers, ſervants, 


and boys, it might have been. impoſſible to 
have reached the iſland after they had got fight 
of it: to this wretched condition was the Cen- 
WF 7Zurion, a ſixty gun ſhip reduced, which three 
=? months before had paſſed the ſtreights le Mair, 
with between four and 500 men, almoſt all of 
whom were in health and full vigour *.. 5 
On the tenth in the afternoon they got un- 
der the lee of the iſland : they ranged along it 
atabout two miles diſtance, and being now near 
the ſhore, obſerved that the country, which at 
a diſtance ſeemed to be extremely mountainous, * 
ragged, and irregular, aſſumed a very different 
appearande. The broken craggy precipices were 
in moſt places covered with woods, and b 
tween them appeared the fineſt vallies, cloath- 
ed with the moſt beautiful verdure, and water- 
ed with many ſtreams and caſcades. Such a 
ſcene, ſo beautifully diverſified, muſt have been 
delightful to an indifferent ſpeRator ; but in 


BY the diſtreſſed condition of the Centurion's men, 
= who were in a manner languiſhing for the land, 


To avoid the dreadful diftreſſes indured by this 


= /quadron in this long and dangerous paſſage, Mr. 
= Walter adwi/es, all ſhips wwho ſail to the South 
Sea not to paſs ſtreights le Mair, but to run to 
the ſouth as far as the latitude of fixty-one or fox 
= wo as rect, and never to attempt this paſſage, but 
= 7: the height of ſummer, that is in the months of 
December and January. 
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and its vegetable productions, a fituation of 
mind which always attends the ſcurvy, it is not 
to, be conceived with what tranſport and eager- 
neſs they viewed the ſhore, and how impatient- 
» Iy they longed for the greens, the freſh water 
and the other refreſhments then' in fight, and 
Mr. Walter obſerves, ** That thoſe only who 
4% have endured a long ſeries, of thirſt and can 
” & readily recal the deſire and agitation which 
© © the ideas alone of ſprings and brooks have 
« at that time raiſed in them, can judge of the 
% emotion with which they eyed a large caſ- 
« cade of the moſt tranſparent water, which 
«« poured itſelf from a rock near one hundred 
| e feet high into the ſea at a ſmall diſtance from 
1 the ſhip.” Thoſe who had been long con- 
| fined to their hammocks now exerted all the 
- ſtrength they had left in crawling up to the deck 
to feaſt their eyes with the reviving proſpect. 
They thus coaſted along the ſhore contemplat- 
ing the inchanting landſkip, which improved 
as they advanced; but the night cloſed upon 
them, before they had diſcovered a proper bay. 
At four the next morning the third Lieutenant 
, was diſpatched with the cutter to diſcover the 
bay they ſought for, and at noon he returned | 
with the boat laden with ſeals and graſs; for | 

the boats crew did not ſtay to ſearch for better 
+ vegetables, as they well knew that even gras . 
» would prove a dainty, and indeed it was ſoon 1 
eagerly devoured. As for the ſeals they were 

at this inſtant rendered leſs valuable by the 

people on board having taken, e 


* 
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boat's abſence, a great quantity of excellent 
= The cutter had difcovered the bay where 
they intended to anchor, and the weather prov- 
ing favourable, the next morning they endea- 
voured to weigh, which with great difficulty 
they performed, by obliging even the fick who 
were ſcarce able to ſtand, to lend their afliſtance, 
and at length, by making ufe of their utmoſt 
efforts, they got into the bay in fifty-fix fathom 
water. 125 | F 3 
The Centurion had not long got her new birth, 
when a ſail was diſcovered, which, on its nearer 
approach, was found to be the Tryal ſloop. 
The Commodore immediately ſent ſome of his 
hands on board her, by whoſe aſſiſtance ſhe 
was brought to an * . in the bay, when 
Capt. Saunders the commander waiting on Mr. 
Anſon, informed him that he had buried 34 of 
his men out of his ſmall compliment, and thoſe 
that remained were ſo afflicted with the ſcurvy, 
that only himſelf, his Lieutenant, and three of 
his men were able to ſtand by the fails, and 
that on the gth of May he had fallen in with 
the Anna pink, with whom he had kept com- 
pany four days, when they were parted in a 
hard gale of wind. | | 8 
- TheCommodore's principal attention was now 
employed in ſending materials on ſhore to raiſe 
tents for the reception of the ſick, who died faſt 
on board, the diſtemper being doubtleſs conſi- 
derably augmented by the ſtench and filthineſs 
in which they lay, for few could be ſpared to 
look after them, which rendered the- ſhip ex- 
| tremely 
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, 
F 


enough to creep out of their tents and crawl 
about, ſoon recovered their health and ſtrength, 
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tremely loathſome between decks. But not- 
withſtanding the eager deſire of all to be on 
ſhore, they had not hands enough to prepare 
the tents: before the 16th, but on that and the 
two following days, they were all landed, 


amounting to 167 perſons, beſides 12 or 14. 


who died in the boats, on being expoſed to 
the freſh. air. The greateſt part of the ſick 
were obliged to be carried out of the ſhip. in 
their hammocks, and afterwards to be conveyed 


in the ſame manner from the water fide over a 


ſtony: beach to their tents. This being a 


work of conſiderable fatigue to the few who 
were healthy, the Commodore had the huma- 

ity, not only to aſſiſt with his own labour 
but obliged all his officers without diſtinction 
to give a helping hand. y_ 
It was near twenty days after their landing, 
before the mortality was tolerably ceaſed, and 
for the firſt 10 or 12 days they ſeldom buried 
leſs than fix each day, and many who ſurvived 


recovered by flow degrees. However, thoſe 


who on their firſt getting aſhore were well 


Mr. 4»/on was particularly induſtrious in di- 
recting the roads and coaſts to be ſurveyed, 
and ſuch obſervations to- be made as might- be 
of uſe to any Britiſh veſſels, that ſhould here- 


after be ſent into thoſe ſeas, . The ifland of Juan 


Fernandes *, is ſaid to have received its name 
from 


TC This i/and, according to Mr. Anſon's ac- 


curate obſervations, lies in 33% 40“, South lati- 
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from a Spaniard, who formerly procured a 
rant of it ; but after reſiding there ſome time 
| abandoned it. Its greateſt length is between 
12 and 15 miles, and its greateſt breadth leſs 
than fix. The northern part of the iſland is 
compoſed of high craggy rocks, many of 
which are inacceſſible, though they are gene- 


rally covered with trees; but the ſoil is ſo looſe 


and ſhallow, that the largeſt trees are eaſily 
| overturned, which occaſioned the death of one 
of the ſailors, who being upon the hills in 
ſearch of goats, caught hold of a tree upon' a 
declivity to aſſiſt him in his aſcent, but it 
giving way he immediately rolled down, and 
though in his fall he faſtened on another tree 
of conſiderable ſize, yet that too unfortunately 
iving way, he fell among the rocks, and was 
Jade too pieces. 


The trees which compoſe the woods on this 
ſide of the iſland are moſtly aromatics of dif- 
ferent ſorts, none of which are large enough 
to afford any conſiderable timber, except the 


| muyrtle, whoſe top 1s circular, and appears as 


regular and uniform as if clipt by art, and on 
its bark grows an excreſſence reſembling moſs, 
which has the taſte and ſmell of garlick, in- 
ſtead of which it was uſed by the people of the 
Centurion ; but even this tree will not cut to a 
greater length than 40 feet. The pimento 
and cabbage tree alſo grow here, but in no 
| great plenty, 'There were beſides a great va- 


tude, and is 110 leagues diſtant from the continent 


of Chili, : 
' riety 
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riety of different plants, amongſt which were 
almoſt all the vegetables, that are eſteemed 
peculiarly adapted to the cure of the ſcurvy; 


for they found we quantities of excellent 


wild ſorrel, purſlain, water creſſes, turnips, 
and Sicilian radiſhes. Mr. Anſon for the better 
accommodation of his countrymen, who ſhould 
afterwards touch there, ſowed lettices, carrots, 


and other garden plants, and ſet in the woods a 


rreat variety of plumb, apricot and peach- 


ones, which have ſince thriven to a remark- | 


able degree. 
It is obſervable, that the hills in ſome part 


of this iſland reſemble the mountains of Chl: 


where gold is found, and in ſome places there 
are ſeveral hills of a peculiar kind of red earth 
more beautiful than vermillion, which upon 
examination might perhaps prove a very uſe- 
ful and valuable commodity. 4 
The woods which cover moſt of the ſteepeſt 
hills, are ſo free from buſhes and underwood, 
as 'to afford an eaſy paſſage through every 

art of them; and in the northern part of the 


Hand the irregularities of the hills and preci- 
pices' traced out a variety of the moſt romantic | 


valleys, moſt of which have a ſtream of the 
cleareſt water, that runs through them, after 


its having fallen in caſcades from rock to rock, þ 


and in ſome particular ſpots in theſe valleys 


the loftineſs of the overhanging rocks, the fre- 


uent falls of the neighbouring ſtreams with 
the ſhade and fragrance of the contiguous woods, 
preſented ſcenes of the utmoſt elegance and 


dignity. . And here the ſimple productions of | 


un- 
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unaſſiſted nature, may be ſaid to excel all the 
fictitious deſcriptions of the warmeſt imagina- 
tion. Wis 
To conclude this deſcription. of the face of 
this beautiful iſland, we ſhall give a view of 
the ſpot where the Commodore pitched his 
| tent, and reſided during his ſtay. The place | 
he choſe was a ſmall lawn that had an eafy * 
aſcent, and lay at the diſtance of about half a 
mile from the ſea, His tent fronted a large 4 
avenue, cut through the woods, which ſloping 
= with a gentle deſcent to the water, afforded a 
proſpect of the bay and the ſhips at anchor. 
he lawn was ſcreened behind by a wood of 
tall myrtles, ſweeping round it in a ſemicircu- 
lar form, the ſlope on which the wood ſtood, 
& roſe with a ſteeper aſcent than the lawn; while 
the hills and precipices within land towered 
up conſiderably above the tops of the trees, 
and heightened the grandeur of the view 2 
& beſides two ſtreams of cryſtal water ran on the 
right and left of the tent within the diſtance 
of 100 yards, and completed the ſymmetry of 
= the whole, by their being ſhaded with the 
trees which on either fide ſkirted the lawn. 
The prodigious number. of goats former 
writers mention to have been found upon 
this iſland, have been greatly diminiſhed 
by the dogs ſet aſhore by the Spaniards to 
& deprive the buccaniers and privateers of the 
advantages they reaped. from their numbers, 
which ſupplied them with plenty of proviſions ; 1 
but it is remarkable, that the Centurion's men 
found ſeveral of theſe of a moſt venerable aſ- 
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and a number of dogs. They were going in 
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pect, which, from having their ears lit, they 

naturally ſuppoſed had belonged to Mr. Sellirt 
a Scotchman, who had been left upon this i 
iſland, about 32 years before their arrival, and 
who often catching more goats than he want. 
ed, ſometimes marked their ears and let them 
o*. The large dogs, already mentioned, 
ave deſtroyed all the goats in the acceſſible 
parts of the country, while the few that re- 


main live 1 the craggs and precipices, 
are divided into ſeparate herds, inhabit diſtin& 


* faſtneſſes, and never mingle with each other. 


Mr. Falter and others were witneſſes of a fin- 
gular diſpute betwixt a herd of theſe animals, 


a boat into the eaſtern bay, when perceivine 
ſome dogs running, they were willing to dit-| 
cover their game, upon which, lying upon 
their oars to watch them, they ſaw them take 
to a hill, upon the ridge of which they ob- 
ſerved a herd of goats that ſeemed drawn up 
for their reception. The maſter of the herd 
had poſted himſelf fronting the enemy, in af 
very narrow pals, ſkirted. on each ſide with 
precipices, while the reſt of the goats were 
all behind him, where the ground was more 
open, As this ſpot was inacceſſible by any 
other paſs, the dogs ran up the hill wi h great 
alacrity ; but on their coming within 20 yards 
of him, became ſenſible of their danger; for 
the ſame gentleman obſerves, that he would 
infallibly have driven them down the preci-W 
pices. The dogs therefore quietly * | 
elves 


ge Woodes Rogers': Voyage, Vol. VI. 
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ſelves down and gave over the chace. Theſe 

dogs are extremely numerous, and ' being able 
io catch but few of the goats, they Nen 


y live upon young ſeals. 
ws As the ſailors were ſeldom able to than! 


one goat in a day, and grew tired of fiſh;-theyp- 
at laſt condeſcended to eat ſeals, Wich, byz” 
degrees, they became fond of, and e . 
fleſh: the name of lamb. 3 
There is another amphiblous anima 10 
| be met with in the iſland, which, as well as 
dee ſeals, are very numerous; that is the ſea- 
lion, which reſembles the ſeal, though it . 
much larger, and was eat by the Whole 
ſip's company under the denomination of beef · 
When arrived at their full growth they are 
from twelve to twenty feet in length, and from 
eight to fifteen in circumference, and are ia 
extremely fat, that on cutting through the 
ſkin, which is about an inch in thickneſs a 
leaſt, a foot of fat is found before eitheg 9 
lean or the bones can be ſeen, fo thatgge 1 
of the largeſt of them frequently yielded 1 
butt of oil. Their ſkins are covered 
ſhort hair of a light dun colour; but their 
tails and feet, which at ſea ſerve them er 
fins are almoſt black. Their feet are divid- 2 
ed at the end like fingers, and are joined 
together by a web. Theſe animals in ſome 
degree reſemble an over-grown ſeal; but 
the males have a large trunk or ſnout that 
hangs down five or ſix inches below the end 
of the upper jaw, which the females have not, 
and this renders; them eaſily dinguiſhed, be- 
ſides the males are of a much larger lize, 


Yor. VII. E 
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The largeſt ſea lion was the maſter of the 
flock, and from che number of ſe males he 


wis ſtiſed hy the ſeamen the baſhaw. Fheſe 
aAmplibious animals continue at ſea all the 
ſummer, and come on ſhore in the beginning 
oft winter, where they reſide during that 
whole ſeaſan, feeding on the graſs and ver- 
dure that grows near the banks of the freſh 
Water ſtreams; and when they are not em- 
ployed in feeding, ſleep in herds in the moſt 
miery places. In this interval they engender 
and bring forth their young, and have gene- 
rally two at a birth, of about the ſize of a 
full groun ſeal; which they ſuckle with 

their milk. As they are of a very lethargic 
diſpoſition and are not eaſily awakened, it is 


obſerved that each herd places ſome of their 


males at a diſtance in the manner of ſentinels, 
who always give the alarm, whenever an at- 


tempt is made either to moleſt or approach | 


them, by making a loud grunting noiſe like a 
hog, or ſnorting like a horſe in full vigour, 
The males had often furious battles with each 
other, ' chiefly about the females, and the ba- 


ſhaw, juſt mentioned, who was commonly ſur- | 

rounded by his females, to which no other | 

male dared to approach, had acquired that | 

1 pre- eminence by many bloody | 
$ 


conteſts, as was evident from the numerous 
ſcars viſible in all parts of his body. The 
failors killed many of them for food, particu- 
larly for their tongues and hearts, which were 
much admired, and thought preferable to * 
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to preſerve his life, he died a few days 
| ? 9 1 401 


I after. | | 
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of bullocks. There was no difficulty in-Rill. 


* 


| ing them, ſince they were incapable of either 
re 


ſting or eſcaping, their motion being more 
unwieldy than can be conceived, their Blab2 
ber, all the time they are moving, is agitated 
in large waves under the ſkin; - and it is re- 
markable that they are ſo full of blood, that 
on their being deeply wounded in a' dozen 
places; there will inſtantly guſh out as many 
fountains of blood, ſpouting to a confiderable 
diſtance. To try what quantity of blood they 
contained, the men ſhor one firſt, and then 
cutting its throat, and meaſuring the blood 


that came from it, found that beſides what re- 


mained in the veſſels, which was no doubt 
conſiderable, they got at leaſt two hogſheads. 
But though theſe unweildy creatures are fo 


| eafily killed, they are capable of doing much 


miſchief; for a ſailor being careletsly em- 
ployed in ſkinning a young fſea-lion, the fe- 


| male from whom he had taken it, approached 


him unperceived, and getting his head in her 
mouth ſcored his ſkull in notches with her 
teeth, by which he was ſo deſperately wound 
ed, that though all poſſible care was taken 


The above are the principal animals that 
were found in this iſland. They ſaw but few 
birds, which were chiefly hawks, owls, hum- 
ming- birds and black- birds; and but few of 
the other animals mentioned by former wri- 
ters, and therefore ſuppoſed them deſtroyed 
ws 4 E 2 | | by 


* 
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by the dogs; however, the rats are ſtill very 

numerous and troubleſoame. „ 

The moſt delicious repaſts they found in this | 

iſland were afforded by the fiſh, with which | 
the bay was plentifully ſtored. There they 
found: cod of a prodigious ſize, cavaliers, gro. 
pers, large breams, maids, congers of a pecu. 
har. kind; and what was .moſt eſteemed, a 
black fiſh that in ſhape reſembled a carp, and | 
which forge called a chimney- ſweeper; theſe 
fiſh were ſo plentiful that a boat with- two or 
three hooks and lines ſometimes returned 
loaded with fiſh in two or three hours time, 
They, however, were frequently - interrupted. 
buy great numbers of dog-fiſh and large ſharks; 
Which attended the boats and prevented their 
ſport. There were here alſo the ſea-cray- 
fſh, which commonly weighed eight or nine 
pounds; theſe were of a moſt excellent 
taſte, and were in prodigious numbers near the 


* 


water's edpe. | = | 
After their being ſome time in the iſland, 
and ſeeing no other ſhips appear, the Commo- 
dore began to be under apprehenſions, that | 
they were loſt, and to deſpair of ever ſeeing | 
them again; but on the 21it of June, ſome of 
the men, from an eminence on thore, diſcern | 
ed a ſhip to the leeward that had no fail abroad 
except her courſes and main- top- ſail; but ſoon 
after the weather growing thick and hazy, ſhe 
diſappeared for ſome days, when 1t was feared | 
ſhe had loft fight of the iſland, and that her crew 


were ſo weakened by ſickneſs as to be unable | 
| to 
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to ply to wind ward. However; on the 26th4 
ſail was again ſeen, which was thought to be 
the ſame ſhip, and ſoon after approached ſo 


near that they could diſtinguiſn her to be the 


Gloncifter. ' The Commodore not doubting 
her being in diſtreſs, ordered his boat to her 


$ affiftarice,' laden with” freſh water, fiſh, and 


vegetables. The Commodore's apprehenſions 
were but too well faunded; never was a creu- 
in a more diſtreſſed ſituation; already had 


3 they thrown Gver-board two thirds of their 


com̃plement, and ſcarce any were left alive ca- 


pable of doing duty, except the officers and Ju 


their ſervants; their allowance for a conſider- 
able time had been only a pint of freſhwater 
to each man for 24 hours, and yet they had fo 
little left, that had it not been for this ſupply, 


they muſt ſoon have have died of thirſt. Tho? 


the ſhip" Was witkin three miles of the bay, the 
winds and currents being contrary, ſhe found 


it impoſſible to reach it. She however the next 
day. continued in the offing, but having no 


chance of coming to an anchor; unleſs the 
wind and current ſhifted, the Commodore 
ſent the Tryal's boat, with a further ſupply 
of water and other refreſhments. - Mr. Mitebel, 
the Captain of the Glowce//er, was under the 
neceſſity of detaining both this boat and that 
ſent the preceeding day; for he had no longer 
ſtrength ſufficient to navigate the ſhip without 
the help of their crews. In this dreadful tan- 
talizing ſituation, the Gloucefer continued for 


near a fortnight, without being able to fetch 


the road, though frequently attempting it, and 
r _— ſomæ- 


42 Cemmodore Anson's VOYAGE 
ſometimes ſeeming as if ſhe would gain it. 
But on the gth of Fuly ſhe was obſerved ſtretch. 
ing away at a conſiderable diftance to the eaſt- 
ward, which it was ſuppoſed was with a de- 
ſign to get to the ſouthward of the iſland; but 
as they ſoon loft fight of her, and ſne did | 
not appear for near a week, they were deep. | 
ly concerned, being ſenſible that ſhe muſt be 

again in dreadful diſtreſs for want of water, 
However, after watching for her with great 
impatience, ſhe was again diſcovered on the | 
16th, endeavouring to come round the eaſtern 

oint of the iſland; but the wind fall blow- | 
ing directly from the bay hindered her from 
NN nearer than within four leagues of the 
and, when Captain Mitebel making ſignals of 
diſtreſs, the long-boat was ſent to him with 
plenty of water and other refreſhments; and | 
that boat being not to be ſpared, the Commo- | 
dore gave the Cockſwain poſitive orders to re- 
turn immediately; but the next day the wea- Þ 
ther being ſtormy, and the boat not appearing, 
it was apprehended that ſhe was loſt, which 
would have been an irretrievable misfor- 
tune to all on ſhore; but from this anxiety 
they were the third day after relieved by the 

Joytul ſight of the long-boat, on which the 
cutter was immediately ſent to her aſſiſtance, 
who in a few hours towed her into the har- 
bour. It was now found that the crew of the 
long-boat had taken in fix of the Glouceſter's 
ſick men, to bring them on ſhore ; but two 
of them had died in the boat. The Commo- 


dore was informed that the Glouceſter had 
0 {carce- 
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it. ſcarcely a man in health on board, except thoſe 
Che he had ſent her; that numbers of the ſick died 
alt- daily, and that had it not been for the re- 
de- freſhments he had ſent, both the healthy and 
but the diſeaſed muſt have periſhed. Theſe cala- 
did mities were the more terrifying, as they ſeem- 
ep- ¶ ed without remedy, for this diſtreſſed veſſel 
be had already ſpent a month in endeavouring to 
er, fetch the bay, and was now no farther ad- 
eat vanced than at the firſt moment ſhe made the 
the iſland, and the people on board had loſt all 


rn their hopes of ever ſucceeding in it, from the 
w- many experiments they had made of its diffi- 
"mM culty. But alas! the ſame day her ſituation 
he became more deſperate than ever; for after 
of ſhe had received the laſt ſupply of refreſh- 
th ments, thoſe on ſhore once more Joſt fight of 
1d her, and all in general deſpaired of her ever 
0- BF coming to an anchor. Thus were the unhap- 
e- py people in this veſſel bandied about with- 
a- in a few leagues of the defir-d harbour, while 
>, the neighbourhood of the place, and the view * 
h BR of every thing that could put an end to the 
= calamities they laboured under, aggravated 
y their diftreſs ; but they were at laſt delivered 
e from this moſt dreadful fituation, when it was 
e leaſt expected by thoſe on ſhore, who, after 


loſing ſight of her ſeveral days, were agree- 
ably ſurprized on the 23d of July in the morn- 
ing to fee her with a flowing ſail open the. 
north-weſt point of the bay, when the Com- 
modore diſpatching all his boats to her aſſiſt- 
| ance, the within, an hour's time after her be- 
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ing firſt N 'veas fate at anchor with 
the Centurion. 


On their coming to an anchor the Commo- | 
dore firſt ordered her to be aſſiſted in moor- | 


ing, and then had her fick ſent on ſhore, 
She had buried above three fourths of her 
crew, and the ſick were reduced by their dy. 


ing to leſs than fourſcore, the greateſt part of . 


whom 1t was feared would be loſt ; but whe- 
ther thoſe that were far advanced were all dead, 


or that the greens, the freſh proviſions and 


water ſent on board, had prepared thoſe that 
remained for a ſpeedy recovery, very few of 
them died on ſhore, and the ſick in general 
were reſtored to health in a much ſhorter time 
than thoſe of the Centurion had been on their 
firſt landing in the iſland. 

We ſhall now return to the tranſactions on 
ſhore; during the Gleuceſter's many ineffectual 
attempts to reach the iſland, Their firſt em- 
ployment, after landing the ſick from the Cen- 
turion, and cleanſing the ſhip, was filling the 
water, which appeared eſſentially neceflary to 
their ſecurity, as they had reaſon to apprehend 
that ſuch accidents might intervene as would 
oblige them to leave the iſland at a very ſhort 
warning; for on their firſt landing they dif- 


covered ſome appearances on ſhore, that gave 


them room to believe that ſome Spaniſh crui- 
ſers had but juſt left the iſland at their arri- 
val, and might probably return again, either 
for a recruit of water, or in ſearch of the 
{quadron ; for the Commodore could not go 

ut 
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put their ſole buſineſs at ſea was to intercept 
him, and knew that in their opinion this iſland 
was the moſt probable place to find him in. 


Ine failors had ſeen on ſhore ſeveral pieces of 
the earthen jars uſed in thoſe ſeas for water 
and other liquids, and theſe ſeemed freſh 
broken. There were many heaps of aſhes, 
and near them fiſh bones, pieces of fiſh, and 
eren whole fiſhes ſcattered about, which as 


they were but juſt beginning to decay, was a 
proof that they had not been long out of 
the water, and that ſhips had been there but 
a ſhort time before their arrival. As the Spa- 
niſe merchant- men are inſtructed to avoid the 
illand, it was concluded that thoſe who had 
touched here were ſhips of force, and being 


ignorant what ſtrength might have been fitted 
cout at Callao, they could not fail of being 


under ſome concern for their own ſafety, 
while they were in ſo wretched and enfeebled 


a condition. 


While theſe works were carrying on, the 
Commodore ordered a large copper oven to 
be ſet upon ſhore, near the tents of the ſick, 


in which bread was baked every day for the 


ſhip's company, it being thought that new 
bread, added to greens and freſh fiſh, would 
greatly contribute to the ſpeedy recovery of 
the ſick. » 

In the beginning of Fuly, ſome of the men 
being pretty well recovered, the ſtrongeſt of 


them were ordered to cut down trees and ſplit 


them into billets, while others, who were not 
| | ſtrong 


as © 
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ſtrong enough for this employment undertook 
to carry the billets, by one at a time to the 
water ſide. This ſome of them performed 
with the help of crutches, while others ſup- 
ported themſelves with a ſingle ſtick. 

The Commodore then ordered the forge on 
ſnore, and employed the ſmiths, who were 
but juſt able to work, in mending the chain- 
plates, and all the other broken and decayed 
iron work. They alſo began to repair the rig- 
ging 3 but as they had notjunk enough to make 
pun-yarn, they waited for the arrival of the 
Gloucefter who had a great quantity of junk 
on board. But that the ſhips might be refitted 
as ſoon as poſlible, a large tent was ere&ed on 
the beach for the ſail-makers, in which they 
were employed in repairing the old fails and 
making new ones. Theſe, with their att en- 
dance upon the fick, were their principal em- 
ployments till the Glouceſter's arrival. 

Captain Mitchel on his landing waited on 
the Commodore, and told him, that in his 
laſt abſence, he had been forced by the winds 
as far as Ma/a Fuero, a ſmall iſland, about 22 
leapues to the weſt of Juan Fernandes, and 


obſerving ſeveral ſtreams he had endeavoured 


to ſend his boat aſhore for water, but the 
wind blew ſo ſtrong on the ſhore, and occa- 


ſioned ſuch a ſurf, that it was impoſſible to 


land ; but that his people, however, returned 
with a boat loaded with fiſh. Though the 
iſland had been repreſented by former navi- 
gators as a barren rock, Captain Mitchel aſſur- 


ed the Commddore, that it was almoſt every 
8 where 
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where covered with trees and verdure; and it 
being near four miles in length, he thought it 
| not improbable but it might have ſome ſmall 
bay that might afford ſufficient ſhelter for any 
ſhip defirous of refreſhing at that iſland. 

This deſcription of Ma/a-Fyero gave riſe to 

a conjecture, that as four ſhips of the ſqua- 
dron were miſſing, ſome of them might poſ- 
| fibly have fallen in with that iſland, and have 
miſtaken it for the true place of rendezvous 
| a conjecture that was the more plauſible, as 
they had no draught of either iſland that could 
be relied on; and therefore the Commodore 
refolved, as ſoon as the Tryal! floop could be 
fitted for the ſea, to ſend her thither, in or- 
der to examine all its bays and creeks, to be 
ſatisfied whether any of the ſhips. that were 
miſſing were there or not, and accordingly on 
the 5th of Auguſt ſhe was ſent upon that expe- 
dition. About the middle of Aaguſt the Cen- 
muriou's men being pretty well recovered, were 
allowed to leave their ſick tents, and to erect 
ſeparate huts for themſelves, which it was 
thought would render t! m much cleanher, 
and conſequently contribute to the recovery of 
their ſtrength, — particular orders were at 
the ſame time given, that on the ſhip's firing 
a gun, they ſhould immediately repair to the 
water ſide. | 

They were row employed on ſhore in cuts 
ting wood, procuring refreſhments and mak- 
ing oil from the blubber of the ſea-lions, 


which was uſed for burning in lamps, or when 


mixed with pitch, to pay the ſhip's ſides, it 
| Was 
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was alſo worked up with wood-aſhes to ſup- 
ply the uſe of.tallow, and there being two 
Newfoundland fiſhermen in the Centurion, the 
Commodore ordered them to lay in a "gs 


| Quantity of ſalted cod for ſea ſtore. 


It has been already mentioned, that a copper 
oven was ſet up to bake bread for the ſick ; but 
the greateſt part of the flour was on board the 
victualler the Auna Pink, and as that veſſel had 
fallen in with the Tryal ſloop on the th of 
May, her arrival at the iſland was daily ex- 
pected; but hearing no news of her, ſhe was 
given over for loft, and the Commodore order. 
ed all the ſhips to a thort allowance of bread; 
but on tke i6th of 11 a ſail was obſerved 
to the north, upon which the Centurion im- 
mediately fired à gun to call off the people 
from ſhore, ys ho. readily obeyed the ſummons, 
by repairing to the beach. Being now pre- 
pared” for the reception of this ſhip, whether 
friend or enemy, they had ſeveral opinions a- 
bout her, ſome imagining her to be the 777 | 
loop on her return from her cruize, but it | 
was ſoon obſerved” that the had three maſts, | 
when ſome conjectured her to be the Severn, 
others the Pearl, and ſeveral thought ſhe did 
not belong to the ſquadron ; but in the after- 
noon ſhe Was difcovered to be the victualler, 
the Auna Pink, and had the good fortune to 
come to an anchor in the bay at tive in the 
"afternoon. Her Arrival filled the people with | 
extraordinary Joy, and each ſhip's company 

was immediately reftored to 5 full allow- 


ance of bread. 
Ever 1 
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Every body on ſhore were ſurprized at ſeeing 


that the crew of the Anna pink work'd that veſſel 
with little appearance of debility or diſtreſs; 


but on her coming to anchor, they were inform'd | 


that he had been in harbour ſince the middle of 
May, which was near a month before the Centu- 
ria arrived at Juan Fernandes ; fo that the ſuffer- 

ings. of her men fell greatly ſhort of thoſe 
endured by the reſt of; the ſquadron. This 
veſſel, on the 16th of May fell in with the land 
in 4515 ſouth — ou at the diſtance of 
faur leagues. On the firſt ſight of which, the 
Captain ſtood to the ſouthward, but the * 
top- ſail ſplitting, and the wind driving the veſſel 
towards the ſhare, the Captain was at laſt ei- 


| ther upable to clear the land, or as others ſaid, 


reſolved, to keep the ſea no longer, and there- 


fore ſteered for the coaſt, in order to diſcover 


ſome ſhelter among the many iſlands, then in 


| light 3, and about four hours after dropped an- 


chor off the iſland of Jucchin, but neither be- 
ing near enough to che more, nor having a ſuf- 
ficient number of hands to yeer away the cable 
briſkly, they ſtill continued driving for tw6 
days, till they came Within a mile of the land, 


and expected every moment to be forced on 


ſhore, at a place where the coaſt was fo ig | 


1 high and ſteep, that they had not the le 
proſpe& of ſaving either the ſhip. or cargo, 
and as their boats were leaky, and there was 


no appearance of a. landing place, the whole 
crew, which conſiſted of fixteen men and boys, 
gave themſelves over for loft, imagining, that 


il by any extraordinary accident, any of them 
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ſhould get on ſhore, they would probably be 
maſſacred by the ſavages. Under theſe terri- 
fying apprehenſions they drove nearer and 
nearer to the rocks which formed the ſhore; 
but when the crew expected every moment 
the Pint would ſtrike, they obſerved a ſmall 
opening in the land, and inſtantly cutting 
away their two apchors, ſteered for it, and 
and found it to be a ſmall channel betwixt 
an iſland and theXontinent, that led them into 
a moſt excellent harbour, which ſecured them 
againſt all weathers: The horrors of ſhip- 
wreck, and immediate death, inſtantly vaniſh- 
ed, and gave place to the joyous ideas of ſe- 
curity, repoſe, and refreſhment. 

In this harbour, thus providentially diſcover- 
ed, the Pink came to an anchor, in 25 fathom 
water, with only a hawſer and a ſmall anchor 
of zoo weight. Here her people, many of 
whom were ill of the ſcurvy, were happily | 
ſoon reſtored to perfect health, by the freſh 

rovifions, and the excellent water with which 
the adjacent ſhore abounded. The principal 
refreſhments they met with were greens, as 
nettle-tops and cellery, which they devoured 
with greedineſs; great plenty of geeſe, ſhags, 
and penguins, with cockles and muſſels of an 
extraordinary ſize, and delicious flavour, 
Though it was the depth of winter, the cli- 
mate was not remarkably rigorous, nor were | 
the trees, or the face of the country deſtitute 
of verdure. Notwithſtanding the tales of the 
Spaniſo hiſtorians, in relation to the barbarity 
of the inhabitants on that coaſt, their 1 

: | bers 
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bers were not ſufficient to give the leaſt jealouſy 
to a ſhip of ordinary force, and they appear- 


ed to be neither of a miſchievous nor mercileſs 
E diſpoſition. The excurſions of the crew, were 


however generally confined to a tract of land 


that ſurrounded the port, where they were ne- 
ver out of view of the ſhip ; indeed the coun- 
try in the neighbourhood, was fo covered with 


wood, and traverſed with mountains, that it 


appeared impracticable to penetrate it. 


All the time they continued there, they ſaw 


but one Indian family, which entered the har- 
bour in a periagua, about a month after their 
arrival. This family conſiſted of an Indian of 
near 40 years of age, his wife, and two child- 


ren, one three years old, and the other ſtill at 
the breaſt. They ſeemed to have all their pro- 
perty with them, which was a dog and cat, 


a cradle, a fiſhing-net, a hatchet, a knife, 


ſome bark of trees intended for the covering 
a hut, a reel and ſome worſted, a flint and 


| ſteel, and a few roots of a yellow colour, and 


very diſagreeable taſte, which ſerved them for 
bread. As ſoon as the maſter of the Pint per- 
ceived them, he ſent his yawl, who brought 
them on board, and being apprehenſive of 


their diſcovering him, if they were ſuffered to 
go away, he took, as he imagined, proper pre- 

; cautions for ſecuring them, b 
| mixture of violence or ill uſage, for in the day- 


ut without any 


time, they were allowed to go where. they 


| pleaſed about the ſhip, though at night they 


were locked up in the fore-caftle. As they 


had the ſame proviſions as the reſt of the crew, 


1 _ "2 


„ 


notice of his eſcape, and then it was too late, 
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and were often indulged with brandy, of which 
they ſeemed extremely fond, they did not at 
firſt ſeem diſſatisfied with their ſituation; for 
the maſter, when he went a thooting, took the 
Indian on ſhore, who always ſeemed greatly 
delighted when the maſter killed his game, 
and indeed all the crew treated them with 
great humanity. It was however ſoon per- 
ceived, that though the woman continued 
chearful and eaſy, the man grew penſive and 
and reſtleſs at his confnement. He appeared 
to be a perſon of good natural parts, and 
though unable to converſe with the people of 
the Pint, otherwiſe than by ſigns, was very 
curious and inquiſitive, and ſhewed great 
dexterity in making himſelf underſtood, | 

But the moſt remarkable proof of his ſaga- 
city was the manner of his eſcape ; for af- 
ter being eight days on board the Pint, the 
ſcuttle of the forecaſtle, where he and his fa- 
mily were every night locked up, happened to 
be unnailed; and the following night being 
very dark and ſtormy, he conveyed his wite 
and children through the unnailed ſcuttle, and 
then over the ſhip's fide into the yawl, and to 
prevent being purſued, cut away the long- boat, 
and his own periagua, which were towing a- 
ſtern, and — — rowed a-ſhore, All 
this he conducted with ſuch ſecrecy and dili- 
ligence, that though there was a watch on the 
quarter-deck with loaded arms, he was not dif- 
covered till the noiſe of his oars in the water, 


after he had put off from the ſhip, gave them 


either 


\ 


Round THERE WORLD. 53 


either to prevent or purſue him. The Indian, 
W beſides the recovery of his liberty, was in ſome 
degree revenged on thoſe who had confined 
him, both by the perplexity they were involv- 
ed in about getting their boats, which were all 
a-drift, and by the terror into which he threw 
them at his departure; for on the firſt alarm 
of the watch, who cried, <©* The Indians, the 
whole ſhip's crew were in the utmoit conſu- 
| Hon, and imagined they, were boarded by a 
fleet of armed periaguas. The ſagacity and 
| reſolution ſhewn by the Indian upon this oc- 
caſion were much admired by his late maſters, 
who did ſo much juſtice to his merit, as to own 
that it was a moſt gallant enterprize ; and as 
it was ſuppoſed by ſome that he was concealed 
in the woods in the neighbourhood of the port, 
{ where it was feared that he might ſuffer for 
want of proviſions, they eaſily prevailed upon 
the maſter, to leave a quantity of ſuch food 
as they thought he moſt liked, in a particular 
place, where they imagined he would - moſt 
probably find it. A piece of humanity which 
ſeemed to have anſwered the purpoſe, for on 
going to the place ſome time after, they found 
their provition gone, and in a manner that 
made them conclude he had taken it. 

The crew of the Pink being now refreſhed, 
and recovered of the ſcurvy, after having taken 
in a ſufficient quantity of wood and water, 
put to ſea a few days after the Indian's eſcape, 
and had an agreeable paſſage to the rendezvous 
at Tuan Fernandes. | 
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CHAT: As 

A ſhort Narrative of the bs of the Wager, the 
mutiny of her Crew, and the diftreſſes it pro- 
duced, The concluſion of the proceedings at 
Juan Fernandes; and the Hiſtory of the Spa- 
niſh Squadron under the command of Don jo. 
ſeph Pizarro. | | 


S the Anna Pink had joined the Commo- I 
dore at Juan Fernandes, there were now i 
only three ſhips miſſing, the Severn, the Pearl, 
and the Mager ſftore-ſhip. The two firſt of 
which parted company off Cape Noir, and put 
back to the Brafils ; therefore the only thip 
miſſing that went into the South-Seas was the i 
Wager. This ſtore-ſhip had on board ſome | 
cohorn mortars, a few neld pieces mounted for 
land ſervice, pioneer's tools for the operations 
on ſhore, with ſeveral kinds of artillery ſtores ; 
and as the enterprize againſt Baldivia had been 
reſolved on for the firſt undertaking of the 
ſquadron, Captain Cheap, the Commander of 
the Wager, was very deſirous that theſe ma- 
terials might be ready before Baldiwia, that if 
the ſquadron ſhould rendezvous there, he 
might not be charged with any delay or dil- 
appointment. 'This was his determined refo- 
lution when he made land on the 14th of May, 
in about 47 degrees of ſouth latitude, when ex- 
erting himſelf to get clear, he had the misfor- 
| tune 


ſtormy, and the ſhip being in danger o 


*. : 
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tune to fall down the after-ladder, and diſlo- 


cated his ſhoulder. This unhappy accident 
rendered him incapable of acting, when the 


crew not taking proper care, the Yager track 


on a ſunken rock, and having ſoon after bil- 
ged, grounded between two ſmall iſlands. 
The confuſion produced by this accident was 


inconceivably heightened by the rebellious diſ- 


poſition of the crew, who 1magining that the 


| Joſs of the ſhip deſtroyed the captain's ſu- 


periority, and put them all on an equal foot- 


ing, fell to pillaging the ſhip, arming them- 


ſelves with the firſt weapons that came to hand, 
and threatning to murder all who ſhould op- 
poſe them. This frenzy was heightened by 


the liquors they had found on board, with 
| with which ſome of them got ſo extremely 
drunk, that falling down between decks, 
| they were drowned in the water which flow- 
ed into the wreck. The Captain, after hav- 
ing uſed his utmoſt endeavours to get the whole 


crew on ſhore, was, at laſt, obliged to leave 


the mutineers, and to follow his officers, with 
8 ſuch as ſubmitted to his authority; 


after 
which he ſent back the boats to perſuade thoſe 
who had ftaid behind, to have ſome regard to 


their own preſervation ; but this was without 


ſacceſs, However, the next day eee very 


part- 


| ing, they were ſeized with the fear of periſh- 
ing, and wanted to get on land; but the boats 
not appearing to fetch them off ſo ſoon as they 
expected, they were filled with fo Wr 
| AaDle 
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the beſt manner he could, and to proceed with i 
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able a frenzy as to point a four pounder againſt 
the hat where they knew the Captain dwelt, 
and fired two ſhot which did but juſt paſs 
over it, and ſo mutinous was their diſpoſi. | 
tion when they landed, that notwithſtanding 
their being on a deſolate coaſt' where ſcarcely 
any other proviſions could be obtained, there 
was no poſſibility of making them huſband | 
ſuch as were ſaved out of the wreck ; for there 
was nothing but frauds, concealments, and i 
thefts, which animated each man againft his | 
fellow, and produced infinite feuds and con- 
teſts. | 
The Captain differing in opinion from almoſt 

all his people on the meaſures to be purſued in 
the preſent exigency, was another ſource of i 
heart-burnings and diſputes: for Mr. Cheap iſ 
was reſolved, if poſſible, to fit up the boats in 


them to the northward, ſince having above one 
hundred men in health, and ſome fire-arms 
and ammunition, which had been taken from 
the wreck, he did not doubt his being able to 
maſter any Spaniſb veſſel he ſhould find in thoſe 
ſeas, and hoping to meet with one in the neigh- Þ 
bourhood of Chilce or Baldivia, he reſolved | 
when he had taken her, to proceed to the ren- 
dezvous at Jaan Fernandes, and he further in- 

fiſted, that ſhould they even light on no prize, 

yet the boats alone would eaſily carry them | 
thither. But this ſcheme was not at all reliſhed 
by the generality of his people, who could not 
think of proſecuting an enterprize that had 


hitherto proved ſo diſaſtrous. It was * 
oy” | the 


rr 


me common reſolution to lengthen the long- 


more intollerable, it was not 
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boat, and with that and the other boats to 


ſteer to the ſouthward, and paſſing the ſtreights 
of Magellan to endeavour to gain the coaſt of 


Brafdl, where they did not doubt their being 
well received, and procuring a paſſage to Great 
Britain. Though this project muſt at firſt 


[ ſight appear infinitely more hazardous and te- 


dious than that propoſed by the Captain, yet 
as it had the air of returning home, that cir- 
cumſtance alone rendered them inattentive to 
all its inconveniences, and made them adhere 


to it with unconquerable obſtinacy; ſo that the 


Captain himſelf, notwithſtanding he could never 
change his opinion, was obliged to give way to 
the torrent, and to ſeem to acquieſce in this re- 
ſolution, while he ſecretly endeavoured to oppoſe 
it, and in particular he contrived that the long- 
boat ſhould be lengthened to ſuch a fize as 


might ſerve to carry them to Juan Fernandes, 


and yet appear incapable of fo long a voyage 
as that to the coaſt of Braßl. The Captain 
had at firſt much imbittered the people againſt 


him, by a ſteady oppoſition to this favourite 


ſcheme, and preatly increaſed their, reſentment 


| againſt him by the following unhappy accident. 
| One Coufins a Midſhip-man who had appeared 


the foremoſt in all the refractory proceedings 
of the crew, had quarrelled with moſt of the 
officers, who had adhered to the Captain's au- 
thority, and had even treated the Captain him- 
ſelf with abuſe and inſolence, and at length 
his turbulence and brutality growing daily 


— 
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doubted,” but 
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the Captain's order, ſtopping the allowance of 
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report of the piſtol inſtantly ruſhed out of his 


the wound proving mortal, he died about four- 
teen days after. | | | | 


' ficient to ruin their favourite ſcheme, made 
them reſolve to make uſe of the death of Con- 
Ans as a reaſon for depriving him of his com- 


ingly confined him under a guard, but when 


— — 
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that ſome violent meaſures were in agitation; 
in which he was to be the ringleader, and there. 


fore the Captain and thoſe about him conſtantly 
kept on their guard. One day the Purſer, by | 


a fellow who would not work, Conſins inter. | 
meddled in the affair, and groſsly inſulted the 
Purſer, who was delivering out the proviſions 
juſt by .the Captain's tent, and was himſelf 
ſufficiently violent. The Purſer being enraged | 
at his ſcurrility, and perhaps piqued by former 
quarrels, cried out, A mutiny, adding the dog 
« has piſtols,” and then raſhly fired a piſtol at 
Couſins. The Captain on this outcry and the iſ 


tent, and having no doubt but that it was fired 
Coufims, immediately ſhot him in the head, 
and though he did not kill him on the ſpot, 


Though this incident exaſperated the peo- 
ble, yet it truck them with awe, and rendered 
them more ſubmiſſive to the Captain's autho- I 
rity ; but when they had nearly completed the 
long boat, and were preparing to put to ſea, i 
his privately traverſing their project of pro- 
ceeding through the ſtreights of Magellan, and 
the fear of his at length engaging a party ſuf- 


mand, under the pretence of carrying him to 
England to be tried for murder. They accord- 


they 
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him, they were juſt ready to put to ſea, they left 
there. and the few who choſe to follow his fortune, 
tantly vith no other veſſel. but the yaw], to which the 


r, by barge was afterwards added, by the people on : 


ace of board her being prevailed on to return back. 

inter. When the Hager was wrecked, there were near 
d the M130 perſons on board, about 30 of whom died 
iſions during their ſtay, and 80 went off in the long - 
mſelf boat and cutter to the ſouthward, ſo that after 
raged I their departure, there remained with the Cap+ 
rmer M tain only 19 perſons; which were however as 
> dog many as the barge and yawl could well carry. 


ol at It was five months after this ſhipwreck that 


| the che long-boat weighed and ſtood to the ſouth- 
f his ward, giving the Captain, who with Lieutenant 
fired Hamilton of the land- forces, and the ſurgeon, 
1ead, were then on the beach three cheers at their 
ſpot, ¶ departure. They had ſoon reaſon to repent 
our- their having engaged in this raſh and deſparate 

_ enterpriſe; for the veſſel was ſcarcely able to 
contain the number that firſt put to ſea, and 
their ſtock of proviſions being only what they 
had ſaved out of the ſhip, was extremely {len- 
der, the cutter, the only boat they had with 
them, ſoon broke away from the ſtern, and 
was ſtaved to pieces, ſo that when their pro- 
viſions and water failed, they had frequently no 
means of reaching the ſhore to obtain a freſn 
ſupply. The ** they endured were as 
great as can be imagined, they left about 20 


they touched at; but a greater number periſhed 
by hunger during the courſe of this tedious 
voyage, io that only zo out of the 80 who en- 


*. 


of their people on ſhore at the different places 


gaged 
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gaged in the enterpriſe, were ſo happy as to 
accompliſh it, and theſe arrived at Rio Grande, 
on the coaſt of Braſil, on the 29th of January 
following. 

The Captain, and thoſe who where left 
with him, on their being thus abandoned, pro- 
poſed" to paſs in the barge and yawl to the 
northward, but unhappily the weather was fo 
bad, that it was two months after the depar- 

ture of the long-boat before he was able to 
put to ſea. The place where the Wager was 
caſt away was not, as it was at firft imagined, 
a part of the continent, but an iſland at ſonie 
diſtance from the main, which afforded no other 
kind of proviſions but fhell-fiſh, and a few 
herbs, and as the largeſt part of what they had 
taken from the ſhip was carried off in the long- 
boat; the Captain and his people were fre- 
quently i in want of food, for their reſolving to 
preſerve what little ſea proviſions remained tor 
their voyage. 

It is to be lamented, that the Wager 8 peo- 
ple had no idea that the Auna pink, was for a 
conſiderable time, while they were on ſhore ſo | 
near them, for ſhe was at. moſt not above 30 
leagues diſtant, and came into their neighbour- 
hood about the very time in which the Jager 
was loſt ; and being a fine roomy ſhip, might 
eaſily have taken them all on board, and have car- 
ried them to Juan Farnandes. Indeed Mr. al- e 


4 
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ter ſuſpects that ſhe was much nearer than what e 
is here eſtimated; ſor ſeveral perſons belong- fl 
ing to the Yager, at different times, heard the w 
report of a cannon, which he 1 a gines could MW t! 


be 


* — % 
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be no other than the evening gun fired by the 
Anna Pink, eſpecially as that heard at Wager's 
iſland was about the ſame time of the day. 

The Captain and his people embarked on 
board the barge and yawl, in order to pro- 
ceed to the northward ; but they had ſcarcely 
been an hour at ſea, when the winds began to 
blow ſo hard, and the ſea ran ſo high, that they 
were obliged to throw overboard moft of the 
proviſions they had ſaved from the wreck, to 
avoid immediate deſtruction. However, they 


perſiſted in their deſign, and put to ſhore as 
often as they could in ſearch of ſubſiſtance. 


But unhappily, about a fortnight after, the 
yawl ſunk as the lay at anchor, with one of the 
men on board, who was drowned, when the 
barge, not having room ſufficient for the whole 
company, they were obliged to leave four ma- 
riners behind them on a deſolate ſhore. Not- 
withitanding theſe diſaſters, they fill continued 
to puſh to the northward, though delayed by 
the winds and their ſearch after proviſions, 
till having made three unſucceſsful attempts to 
double a head-land, which they ſuppoſed to be 
cape Tres Montes; they thought the difficulties 
of the paſſage inſurmountable, and unanimouſly 
reſolved to return to H#age;”*s iiland, where 
they arrived about the middle of February, al- 
moſt periſned with fatigue and hunger. How- 
ever, on their return to the iſland, they un- 
expectedly met with a ſeaſonable relief, by 
finding ſeveral pieces of beef, which had been 


wa med out of the wreck, and ſtill ſwam upon 


the Water; and ſoon after two canoes of Ju- 
\ UL, V II. (; alan 
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dians landed; on board one of them was a na- 
tive of Chiloe, who ſpoke a little Spaniſb, and by 
was induced by Mr. Elliot, the ſurgeon, who h 


underſtood that language, to carry Captain | © 
Cheap, and his people to Chloe, in conſidera- by 
tion of which he was to have the barge, and ks 
all that belonged to her. 5 
Accordingly on the 6th of March, eleven per- | 
ſons, to which the company were now reduced, P. 
embarked on board the barge, but after a few $9 
days voyage, fix of them, together with an b: 
Indian, went off in this little veſſel, while the al 
Captain was on ſhore with Mr. Hamilton, Lieu- 2 
[ 


tenant of the marines, Mr. Elliot, the ſurgeon, | 
and the Hon. Mr. Byron, and Mr. Campbell, | ſu 
Midſhipmen. Theſe „ere thus left on a de- an 


ſolate coaſt, without proviſions, or the means CO 
of procuring any, for their arms, ammunition, Y 
and every little convenience, of which they th 
were maſters, were carried off in the barge. 7 

They were now in dreadful diſtreſs, and in C: 
their own opinion, in a more miſerable fitua- H U 


tion, than any they had yet known; but when Sp 
they had revolved in their minds, the various 
circumſtances of this unexpected calamity, and 
were perſuaded that they had not the leaſt I *2 
proſpect of relief, they perceived a canoe at a 
diſtance, which proved to be that of the In- ©? 
dian, who had undertaken to carry them to . 
Ebibe, he and his family being on board. This I 10 
honeſt Indian had a little * 4 left Captain Fu 


Cheap and his people, to go a fiſhing, and had 

committed them to the care of the ocher In- 

dian, whom the ſailors had carried to ſca 25 . 
| | 8 8 
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the barge. When he firſt miſſed the barge and 


his companion, he was with difficulty perſuad- 


ed that the other Indian was not mardered, 
but being at laſt ſatisfied with the account that 
was given him, he undertook to carry them 
to the Spaniſh ſettlements, and to ſupply them 
with proviſions all the way, for which pur- 
poſe, he got together many of his neighbours 
in other canoes, with whom the Captain em- 
barked, with his four companions, in the mid- 
dle of March, and at laſt arrived in the begin- 
ning of June at the iſland of Chile; but Mr. 


Elliot died in the paſſage, and the reſt were in 


ſuch an ill ſtate of health from their diſtreſſes 
and fatigues, that th, were with difficulty re- 
covered by the Spanlards, who treated them 
with great humanity. After ſome ſtay at Chiloe, 


they were ſent to Valparaiſo, and thence to Sr. 


Jago, where having continued above a year, 
Captain Cheap, and Lieutenant Hamilton were 
upon the news of a cartel being ſettled with 
Spain, permitted to return to Europe on board 
a French ſhip; but Mr. Campbell, who had 
changed his religion, while at Sr. Jago, choſe 
to go to Buenos Ayres with Pizarro, and his of- 
ficers, with whom he afterwards went to Spain, 
and from thence returned to England. 
| To return from this digreſſion. The Tryal 
loop that had been ſent to the iſland of Maſa- 
Fuero, returned to Juan Fernandes, about a week 
after the arrival of the Anza pink, having, ſail- 
ed round the iſland, without ſeeing any of 
the ſhips that were miſſing. This iſland, which 
the Spaniards ſtile the leſſer Juan Fernandes, is a 
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much larger and better ſpot than has been ge- 
nerally repreſented, former writers having 


deſcribed it as a ſmall barren rock deſtitute of 9 
wood and water, and entirely inacceſſible; t! 
but it was found covered with trees, and with # 
» ſeveral fine falls of water pouring down its | 
ſides into the ſea. It had alſo on the north tl 
fide a place where a ſhip might come to an- iq 
chor, but it would have been expoſed to all It 
the winds, except the ſouth. It abounds with | m 
ſea-lions and ſeals, and particularly with goats, = 


who not being uſed to be diſturbed, were un- 
apprehenſive of danger, till they had been I th 


o : bo - 
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frequently fired at; and as the Spaniards have th 
not thought the iſland conſiderable enough to til 
be frequented by their enemies, they have not e 
deſtroyed the proviſions upon it by ſetting dogs re! 
on the ſhore, | in, 
Upon unloading the Auna pink, which took e 
up the latter part of the month of Auguft, {| des 
the Commodore had the mortification to find 2 


that great part of the proviſions were ſpoil- 
ed by the ſea water, and that veſſel being ſur- 

veyed by the carpenters, was judged unfit for da; 
ſervice; therefore, upon a petition from Mr. an 
Gerard her Maſter, to Mr. Auſon, in behalf of for 


her owners, he purchaſed her with all her fur- | ©? 
niture for 300 J. and her crew, together with | * 
the Maſter were ſent on board the Glouceſter. 555 

To 


When all the remaining crews, now to be d1- 

ſtributed among the three ſhips, amounted to 4 

no more than 335 men and boys, which was ſhi; 
far from being ſufficient for manning the Cen- 
| | {4rion alone. | 
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As the ſeaſon for navigating theſe ſeas, 
drew near, they exerted themſelves in getting 
the ſhips ready. On the 8th of September about 

11 in the morning, they diſcovered a ſail, 
Which approached towards the iſland, and gave 
the Commodore hopes that ſhe'was one of his 
ſquadron; but __ her ſteering afterwards 
to the eaſtward, it was concluded that fhe 
muſt be a 3 when the Centurion being 
in the greateſt forwardneſs made after her, 
as faſt as poſſible; but the night coming on, 
they loſt fight of her, and the next morning, 
though it was extremely clear, had the mor- 
tification to find, that ſhe could not be diſco- 
vered from the maſt head. However, they 
reſolved not to give up the ſearch, but hav- 
ing continued cruizing all that day and the 
next, they reſolved to return to Juan Fernau- 
"des. But, on the 12th, about three in 
the morning, . a briſk gale ſpringing up at 
ſouth-weſt, obliged them to lie upon a north- 
welt tack” which brought them, at break of 
day within fight of a fail, at about five leagues 
dittance, but not the ſame they had ſeen be- 
fore. The crew of the Centurion immediately 
crouded all their ſails. She at firſt bore down 
upon them, ſhewing Spaniſb colours, and made a 
ſignal as to her conſort, but obſerving that her 
ſignal was not anſwered, inſtantly ſtood to the 
ſouthward. As ſhe appeared to be a large 
ſhip, that had miſtaken the Centurion for her 
conſort, the was ſuppoicd to be a man of war 
of Pizzaro's ſquadron, which induced the Com- 
modore to order all the officer's cabbins to be 


G 3 n 


4 
— Rr —— 
— — - Tow > Ree rn > OI 


66 Commodire Axnson's VOY A G E 


knocked down and thrown overboard, with 
ſeveral caſks of water, and proviſions that ſtood 
between the guns, but upon a nearer approach 
. the appeared to be a merchant-man without a 
ſingle tire of guns, and ſurrendered at the fire 
of only four ſhot. Mr. Saumerez the Commo- 
dore's firſt Lieutenant was ordered to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the prize, and to fend the officers 
and paſſengers, and afterwards all the other 
priſoners on board, the Centurion. This ſhip 
was called Nueftra Senora del Monte Carmelo, and 
her cargo conſiſted chiefly of ſugar, great quan- 
tities of cloth, ome cotton and tobacco; but 
. what was more valuable than all the rei, 
was ſome trunks of wrought plate, and 23 ſe- 
* ,rons of dollars, each weighing upwards of 
200 pounds averdupois; the was 450 ton bur- 
den, and was bound to the port of Valparaiſc, 
in the kingdom of Chilli. | 

From the information of the priſoners on 
+ board, and the letters and papers which fell 
into the Commodore's hands, on the taking 
of this ſhip, they learned with certainty the 
force and -deftinatien of Admiral Pizzars's 
ſq uadron, Which cruized off the Madbiras at 
the ir arrival there, and afterwards chaced the 
. Pearl in her paſſage to Sr. Julian, with the 
fate of that ſquadron, the particulars of which 

| were very remarkable, and are as follows : 
/ Ihe ſquadron under the command of Don 
Joseph Pizzaro was compoied of the Aa of Wh. 
66 guns, and 700 men, which was the Admi- ll 
ral's ſhip, the Guipuſcoa of 74 guns and 700 © 
men, the Hermione of 54 guns and 500 _ FT 
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the F/heranza of 50 guns and 450 men, the 
St. Eftevan of 40 guns and 350 men, and the 
Patache of 20 guns. Beſides their full com- 
pliment of ſailors and marines they had on 
board an old Spaniſh regiment of foot to rein- 
force the garriſons in the South- Seas. This 
fleet ſailed from Spain with only four months 
proviſions on board, having cruized for ſome 
days tothe leeward of the Madeiras, ſteered 
for the River of Plate, where they arrived in 
January, and caſt anchor in the bay of Mal- 
donado, at the mouth of that river. Pixzaro 
immediately ſent to Buenos-Ayres for a ſupply 
of proviſions ; but receiving intelligence from 
the Portugueſe Governor of St. Catherine's of 
Mr. 4»/en's arrival at that iſland on the 2 1ſt 
of December preceding, and of his preparing 
to put to ſea again, Pizzaro reſolved to get 
round Cape Horn; he weighed anchor with the 
whole fleet except the Parache, and got under 
fail without ſtaying for his provifions, which 
however arrived at Maldonado a day or two 
after his departure. To encourage the men, 
= many advantages were offered them to enable 
them to ſupport the difficulties and fatigues af 
that hazardons undertaking. But notwith- _ 
. ſtanding this precipitate departure, the Engliſh 
flect put to ſea four days before him, and in 
this run the Pearl being ſeparated from. the 
rest, fell in with P/zzar0's fleet, and narrow» 
c ſcaped being taken. 
At the latter end of February, Pizzaro with 
his ſquadron had run the length of Cape Horn, 
and ſtood to the weſtward, in order to double 
| it; 
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riſhed except 60 men. In ſhort, the Hermicne 
was 


— — - 
— A TORTS ana 


68 Commodore Ax sOoN Ss VOYAGE 


it; but in the night of the laſt day of that 
month, old ſtile, the Guipuſcoa, the Hermione, 


and the E/peranza, were ſeparated from the 
Admiral; ſix Days after the Gu: 4/coa was fe. | 
parated from the other two, and on the 7tha þ 


furious ſtorm drove the whole ſquadron to the 
eaſtward. The calamities they now ſuffered 


are almoſt incredible, for beſides their fatigues, | 


and the diſtreſſes owing to the leakineſs of their 
ſhips, the famine was ſo great that a ſingle rat 


on board the 4/ia fold for four do lars, and a | 


ſailor who died on board, had his death con- 


cealed for ſome days by his brother who lay 


in the ſame hammock with the corps, only to 


receive the dead man's allowance of proviſions : 
While a conſpiracy was ſet on foot by the 


marines, to murder all the officers, and the 


whole crew, from no other motive, than the 


deſire of relieving their hunger by appro- 
priating the ſhip's proviſions to themſelves ; 
But the bloody deſign was prevented, when 


juſt upon the point of execution, by means 
of their confeſſors, and three of the ring- 
leaders were put to death. But though the 
conſpiracy was ſurpreſſed, their calamities grew 


more and more deſtructive, ſo that by fa- 


tigue, ſickneſs and hunger, the Aa arrived 
at Monte Vedis in the river Plate, with only half 


her crew. The S/. Eſievan had alſo loſt half 
her hands, when ſhe anchored in the bay of 


Barragan, and the Eſperanza, a 50 gun ſhip, 
who brought 450 hands from Spam, had only 
58 alive, and the whole regiment of foot pe- 
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never heard of more; and the Guiuſcba, was 
run aſhore and ſunk on the coaſt of Braf. 


This laſt ſhip had on the 4th. of April loſt 250 
men by hunger and fatigue, and though the 
| veſſel was extremely ſhattered, and let in great 


quantities of water, thoſe who were capable of 
working at the pumps, at which every officer 
without exception took his turn, were allowed 
only an ounce and a half of biſcuit a day, and 
thoſe who were too ſick to perform this neceſ- 


fary labour, had no more than an ounce f 
wheat, ſo that the men frequently fell down 


dead at the pumps. The ſhip having loſt her 


= maſts, the butt ends of her planks being ſtarted, 
her bolts drawn, her ſeams all open, and only 
kept together by ſix turns of cable rope, was 


drove like a wreck till the 24th of April, when 
they made the coaſt of Braſil, and caſt anchor 


io leagues to the ſouthward of the iſland of &'. 
| Catherine's. The Captain being defirons of 


3 to that iſland in order to ſave the 
ull of the ſhip with the ſtores on board. But 
the crew being enraged at the hardſhips they 


had ſuffered, and the numbers they had loſt, 


there being at that time no leſs than 30 dead 


bodies lying on the deck, they all unanimouſly 


cried on /hore, on ſhore, and obliged the Captain 


to run the ſhip in directly for the land, where 


the fiith day after ſhe ſunk with all her ſtores on 
board, but the remainder of the crew to the 
number of 400, who had ſurvived their hunger 
and fatigue, got ſafe on ſhore. - 
| Pizarrs 


69 * | 
| was ſuppoſed to founder at ſea, for ſhe was 


naval ſtores to fit up the three diſabled ſhips, | 


was wanting from the Portugueſe at Rio Fancire, 


his ſquadron had ſuffered, and deſiring a re- 


Who undertook to carry this expreſs in the 


from Buenos Ayres to St. Jago in Chili, thoug 
. theſe places are 300 Spauiſb leagues diſtant, 


married in the country and refuſed to return, 
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Pizarro being in great want of all kinds gf 


the poor remains of his ſquadron, and not be. | 
ing able to procure a ſupply from any of the 
neighbouring ſettlements, diſpatched an advice. 
boat with a letter of credit to purchaſe what 


and fent an expreſs acroſs the continent to &. 
Tecra. Chili, to be thence forwarded to the 
iceroy of Peru, informing him of the diſaſters 
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mittance of 200,000 dollars from the royal 
cheſt at Lima, to put him in a condition, to at. 
tempt the paſſage to the South Sea a ſecond 
time, and it is very remarkable that the Tadian 


depth of winter, when the Cordelleras are eſteem- 
ed impaſſable, was only 13 days on his Journey 3 
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near 40 of which are among the precipices and 
ſnows of the Cordelteras, The Viceroy how- 
ever, would only remit him 100,000, and the 
advice-boat, ſent to Rio Janeiro, though it Þ 
brought back pitch, tar, and cordage, could 
procure him neither maſts nor yards. To add 
to Pizarro's misfortune, a carpenter whom he 
had entruſted with a large ſum of money and 
ſent to cut maſts in the north part of Paraguay, 
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Notwithſtanding theſe diſappointments. PI- 
zarro found means to refit the A/a, and the 
St. Eftevan, and with theſe two-ſhips-was pre- 
paring to put to ſea the Oclober n 
order 
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order to attempt the paſſage round Cape Hern 
a ſecond time. But the Sr. E/fevar in ſailing 


down the river Platè ran on a ſhole, beat off 
EF her rudder, and received ſuch damage, that 


| ſhe was condemned and hroke up, and the 


Admiral who had a few months before ſo fine 


| a ſquadron, proceed to ſea in the Aa alone. 
But when he was off Cape Horn, he had again 


the mortiſication of being obliged to return by 
his ſhip's loſing her maſts. | | ; 
As the Alia had greatly ſuffered by this ſe- 


cond expedition, the E/peranza was ordered to 
be refitted, and the command of that ſhip was 


given“ to Mindinuetta, who had been Captain 


of the Guipuſcoa at the time of her being loſt. 


In Newember 1742, he failed from the river 


Plate, and arrived ſafe on the coaſt of Chili, 


where he was met by Pizarro, who paſſed over 


land from Buenos Ayres, but on his arrival there, 


Mindinuerta refuſed to deliver the ſhip up to 
him, inſiſting that as he entered the South Seas 


alone, and under no ſuperior, it was not in 


Pizarro*s power to reſume the authority he had 


once reſigned, but the Preſident of Chili de- 


F 


claring for Pizarro, Mindinuetta, after an ob- 
ſtinate ſtruggle, was obliged to ſubmit. 


It muſt here be obſerved, that Pizarro in the 


| expreſs he diſpatched to the Viceroy of Peru 


to obtain the 200,000 dollars, had intimated 
it was poſſible, that at leaſt a part of the 
Engl: ſquadron might get into the South Seas, 
but that as he was certain from his own ex- 
perience that it muſt be in a very weak and 


defenceleſs condition, he adviſed his excel- 


lenc 
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lency to ſend what ſhips, of war he could get 
together to the ſouthward, where they would 
probably intercept the Engliſb ſhips fingly, be- 
fore they could reach any port to obtain re- 
freſhment, in which caſe, he did not doubt, 
i but his ſhips of war would obtain an eaſy con- 
| - queſt. This advice was readily approved by : 
the Viceroy of Peru, who having already fitted. 
| | out four ſhips of force from Callao, one of co t 
if guns, two of 40 guns, and one of 24 guns, 
| which were intended to join P:zarrs at his ar- Ne 
rival on the coaſt of Chili, now ſtationed three I 
of them off the port of Conception, and one of I. 
„ them at the iſland of Juan Fernandes, where fe 
| they continued cruiſing for Mr. An/or's {qua- le 
dron, till the 6th of June, when not ſeeing it 
any thing of them, and thinking it impoſſible for 
them to keep the ſea fo long, they quitted their 
in cruize, and returned to Callao; à very re- 
| markable circumſtance, whence it appears that 
What the Commodore and the whole crew of 
the Centurion, conſidered as the moſt dreadfu! 
* misfortune, and which actually colt the lives of | 
a great number of men, was the means of their 
preſervation ; for had the #zg/z5 made the 
iſland when Mr, Anſon was perſuaded that he 
ſaw it on the 28th of May, and when they 
were in teality very nearit, they would doubt- W 
leſs have fallen into the hands of the enemy, ana 
for in the diſtreſſed condition they were then 
in, it would have been impoſſible for them to % 
have made any conſiderable effort in their ow! 
defence; and #2 the Tryal, the Gloucgſter ant 
Aung pink, who ſeparately reached the ine 
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| might have ſhared the ſame fate, and the Ad- 


miral with all the ſurviving men, have been 


carried priſoners to Callao. At this intelligence 
the people on board the Centurion were no 


longer at a loſs, as to the broken jars, aſhes, 


and fiſh bones, which they had obſerved at 


their firſt landing at Juan Fernandes, fince theſe 


© were doubtleſs ſeft by the cruiſer ſtationed off 
that port. | | 


But to return to Pizarro, who had not yet 


| compleated the ſeries of his misfortunes. In 


1745, * he and Mzndinuetta returned back by 


land from Chili to Buenos Ayres, when they 
found the Alia at Monte Vedis, which they had 
left there near three years before, and reſolved, 
it poſſible, to return with her to Europe. They 


refitted her in the beſt manner they were able, 
and all their remaining ſailors to be met with 


in the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres not a- 


mounting to 100 men, they ſupplied the defect, 


by prefling many of the inhabitants of that 


city, putting on board all the Engliſb priſoners 


then in their cuſtody, together with a number 
of Portugueſe ſmugglers, which had been taken 
at different times, and ſome Indians of the 


country, among whom was Ore/lana an Indian 


* The relation of the inſurrection of Orellana 
and his. followers was taken from the mouti nf 
an Englith gentleman then en board Pizarro, who 
eften conver/ed with Orellana, and its principal 


| arcurr ances avere confirmed by others who were in 


ihe ſhip at the ſame time, fo that the truth of this 
xtraordjnary fact cannot be doubred. 


Vor. VII. - 3h chief, 
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chief, Who belonged to a very powerful tribe 
which had committed great ravages in the 
neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres, and ten of his 
followers. With this motley crew, all whom, 
except the European Spaniards, were extremely 
ayerſe to the voyage, P:zarro ſet ſail about the 
beginning of November 1745, and the native 
Spaniards being ſenſible of the diſſatisfaction of 
the men they had forced on board, treated both 
thoſe, the Engliſb priſoners, and the Indians, 
with great inſolence and barbarity ; but more 

articularly the Indians, for the meaneſt officers 
in the ſhip frequently beat them moſt cruelly 
on the ſlighteſt pretences, and for no other rea- 
ſon than to ſhew their ſuperiority, while Orel- 
lana, though to appearance. patient under his. 
ſufferings, together with his people, meditated 
a ſevere revenge upon his oppreſſors. He ſtrove 
to cultivate an intimacy with ſuch of the Zng- 
liſh as ſpoke Spaniſh, a language in which he 
was well verſed, and as he — that they were 
as much enemies to the Spaniards as himſelf, he 
doubtleſs intended to draw them into his ſcheme: 
of revenge, to procure their liberty, but ſound- 
ing them at a diſtance, and finding them not 
ſo ready and vindictive as he expected, he re- 
ſolved to truſt alone to the reſolution of his ten 
faithful ſollowers, and having agreed with 
them on the meaſures neceſſary to be taken, they 
furniſhed themſehves with Dutch knives, ſharp 
at the point, which being thoſe commonly uſed 
in the ſhip, they procured without the leaſt 
difficulty. Beſides at their leiſure hours, they 

ſecretly cut out thongs from raw hides, m—_ 
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bf which were on board, and alſo employed 
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themſelves in fixing to each end of theſe thongs 
the double-headed ſhot of the ſmall quarter- 
deck guns. This when ſwung round their 


heads, according to the practice of their coun- 


2 was a moſt miſchievous weapon, in the 
uſe of which, the Indians about Buenos Ayres, 
are very expert, as they are trained up to this 
way of fighting from their infancy. While 


theſe works were carrying on, the execution of 


their revenge was doubtleſs precipitated by a 


cruel outrage committed on Orellana him- 


ſelf; for a very brutal fellow who was one of 
the officers, ordering Ore/lana a- loft, which 


was what he was incapable of performing, the 
officer, under the pretence of diſobedience, 
beat him ſo violently that he left him bleeding 
on the deck, where he lay for ſome time, ſtun- 
ned with his wounds and bruiſes. This doubt- 
leſs made him eager and impatient till the 
means of executing his revenge were in his 
power, and a day or two after, he and his fol- 
lowers attempted to put their ſcheme in exe- 


cution. | 
Many of the principal officers were on the 


- quarter-deck, at about nine in the evening en- 


Joying the freſhneſs of the night air. 'The waſte 
of the ſhip was filled with live cattle, and the 
forecaſtle was manned with its uſual watch, 


when Orellana and his companions having pre- 


pared this weapon, and thrown off the more 
cumbrous part of their dreſs, came all toge- 
ther towards the door of the great cabbin. Up- 
on this they were reprimanded: by the boat- 
"3 2 ſwain, 
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ſwain, who ordered them to be gone. Orel- 
lana then ſpoke to his followers in their native 
language, when four of them drew off, two 
to each gang-way, and Orellana and the ſix 
remaining Indians ſeemed to be ſlowly quitting 
the quarter-deck, inſtead of which Orellana no 
ſooner ſaw the gang-ways poſſeſſed by his de- 
tached parties than he ſet up the war cry, a 
ſound perhaps the moſt terrifying that ever 
was heard. Upon which they all drew their 


knives and brandiſhed their double - headed 


ſhot, ſo ſucceſsfully, that they laid near 40 of 
the Spaniards at their feet, above 20 of whom 
were killed on the ſpot, and the reſt diſabled. 
The confuſion which this unexpected attack 

ſpread amongſt the ſhips crew is not to be de- 
_ ſcribed, many of the officers in the beginning 

.of the tumult, ruſhed into the great cabbin, 

where they put out the light and barricaded the 
door, while ſome of the others who had avoid- 
ed the fury of the reſolute Indians, endeavour- 
ed to make their eſcape along the gang- ways in- 
to the forecaſtle; but the Indians placed on 
purpoſe ſtabbed the greateſt part of them, as 
they attempted to paſs by, or forced them off 
the gang-ways into the waſte. Some threw 
themſelves over the barricadoes into the waſte, 
and thought themſelves happy in lying conceal- 


ed amongſt the cattle, but the greateſt part ran 


np the main-ſhrouds, and ſecured themſelves 
either in the tops or rigging. Thus with an 
intrepidity, perhaps without example, did 
theſe eleven Indians, almoſt in an inftant, poſſeſs 


themſelves of the quarter - deck of a ſhip 
mounting 
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mounting 66 guns, and manned with near 500 


hands. The watch in the forecaſtle finding 
their communication cut off, had run up into 
the rigging of the fore-maſt and bowſprit. 'The 
officers in the great cabbin, amongſt whom 
were Pizarro and Mindinuetta, the crew between 
decks, and all who had fled were only anxious 
for their own ſafety, and were long incapable 
of forming any project for recovering the poſſeſ- 


ſion of the ſhip. The yells of the Indians, the, 


groans of the wounded, and the confuſed 
clamours of the crew, all heightened by the 
obſcurity of the night, filled them with the * 
imaginary terrors which darkneſs, diſorder, 
and -an utter ignorance of the real ſtrength of 
an enemy conſtantly produce. And being ſen- 
ſible of the diſaffection of their preſſed hands, 
and conſcious of their own barbarity to their 
priſoners, they imagined the conſpiracy gene- 
ral, and conſidered their deſtruction as in- 
fallible; even ſome of them were ſo terrified as 
to take the reſolution of leaping into the ſea; 
but were prevented by their companions. | 
The Indians having cleared the quarter-deck, 
the tumult in a great meaſure ſubſided, for 


| thoſe who had been ſo happy as to eſcape were 


kept ſilent by their fears, and the Indians were 
incapable of renewing the diſorder by purſuing 


| them. Orellana now broke open the cheſt of 


arms, which a few days before had been re- 
moved to the quarter-deck, on a ſlight ſuſpi- 
cion of mutiny, as to a place of the greateſt ſe- 


curity, but to his great diſappointment, found 


nothing but fire-arms ; tho' had he removed 
H 3 theſe 
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theſe he would have come at the cutlaſſes, of |} 
which he was in ſearch, and in the uſe of which | 
both he and his companions were extremely 


ſkillful. | 
Atlength P:zarro and his companions in the 
great cabbin began to converſe through the cab- 
bin windows and port-holes, with thoſe in the 
gun-room and between decks, whence the 
learned that the Engliſb, whom they chiefly ſul⸗ 
pected, were all fate below, and at laſt diſcover- 


ed, that none were concerned in the mutiny but 
Orellana and his people. Upon this Pizarro 


and the other officers reſolved to attack the In- 
dians, before any of the diſcontented on board 


ſhould recover their ſurprize and join them. 
Pizarro therefore got together the arms that 


were in the cabbin, which were only piſtols, and 
diſtributed them amongſt thoſe who were with 
him, and as they had neither powder nor ball, 
they lowered down a bucket out of the cabbin 
window, into which the gunner handed ont of 
one of the gun-room ports a quantity of piſtol 
cartridges. Having thus procured ammunition, 


they loaded their piſtols, and ſetting the door a 


little open, fired ſeveral ſhot amongſt the In · 


dians on the quarter-deck, but without effect, 
till at laſt Mindinuetta had the ou fortune to 
ſhoot Orellana dead on the ſpot, when his 


faithful companions abandoning all thoughts 
of farther reſiſtance, inſtantly leaped into the 
ſea, and every one of them periſhed, Thus 
was this remarkable inſurrection quelled, and 
the 3 regained, after it had been full 


ours in the poſſeſſion of this great and in- 
: | trepid 
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trepid chief, and his brave, but unhappy coun- 
trymen. | OL 2 

Pizarro now continuing his voyage, arrived 
on the coaſt of Galicia, in the beginning of 
the year 1746, after his being abſent from 
Europe between four and five years, and having 
by his aſſiduity in endeavouring to defeat Mr. 
Anſon's meaſures, diminiſhed the naval power 


of Spain, by the deſtruction of four confider- 


able ſhips of war, a patache, and above 3000 
of the flower of the Spaniſh ſailors 
Beſides the above intelligence, all of which 
except that relating to Orellana, the Commo- 
dore learnt from the people and papers on 
board the Carmelo, he was informed, that tho? 
the Viceroy of Peru, had laid an embargo on 
all the ſhipping in thoſe ſeas, in the month of 
May preceeding, it was now taken off, which 
made them flatter themſelves with the hopes of 
obtaining other valuable captures, that might in- 
demnify them for the incapacity they were un- 
der of attempting any conſiderable Spaniſb ſet- 
tlements on ſhore, and the Commodore hav- 
ing thus ſatisfied himſelf about the material ar- 
ticles of his inquiry, and taken on board the 
Centurion moſt of the priſoners and all the filyer, 


he ſet ſail for Juan Fernandes, where both he. 
and the prize came to an anchor the following 


day. | 

Upon a farther examination of the priſoners 
and papers, it appearing that ſeveral other mer- 
chantmen were bound from Callao to Valpa- 
raiſo, the Commodore diſpatched the Trya/ ſloop 


the very next morning to crufe oft the laſt 
5 mentioned 
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mentioned port, and alſo reſolved to ſeperate 
the ſhips under his command, and employ them 


in diſtin& cruiſes, by which means he would 


"Increaſe the chance of obtaining prizes, and 
run leſs hazard of alarming the coaſt. The 
failors now forgot all their paſt diſtreſſes, and 
reſuming their wonted alacrity, laboured inde- 
 fatigably in preparing to take their laſt leave 
of the iſland ; but as theſe preparations, not- 
withſtanding all their induſtry, took up four or 
five days, Mr. A»/on in that interval gave or- 
ders, that the guns belonging to the Anna pink, 
which were four fix pounders, four four poun- 
ders, and two ſwivels, ſhould be mounted on 
board the prize Carmelo, and having ſent ſix 


paſſengers and 23 ſeamen on board the Glou- 


_ © cefer to aſſiſt in navigating that ſhip, he directed 
Captain Mitchel to leave Fernandes, and cruize 
off the iſland of Payta, at ſuch a diſtance from 


ſhore as ſhould prevent his being diſcovered, 
and on this ſtation he was to continue till he 


| ſhould be joined by the Commodore. Theſe or- 
ders being delivered, the Commodore weighed 
anchor on the 19th of September, in company 
with the prize, and getting out of the bay, 
took his laſt leave of the iſland of Juan Fer- 
nandes, ſteering to the eaſtward in order to join 


the Tryal ſloop in her ſtation off Valparaiſo. 
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The taking of the Tryal's Prize the Arranzazu. 
The Tryal condemned and ſunk as unfit for Ser- 1 
vice. The taking of the Santa Tereſa de Je- 
ſus, and the Nueitra Senora del Carmin. . 1 


HE Centurion upon her oY Juan 
Fernandes, was detained three days by 
the irregularity and fluctuation of the winds 1 
within fight of that iſland, but on the 25th of $i 
September, juſt before ſun-ſet, faw two ſail to the ll 
eaſtward, on which the prize ſtood directly from ht 
the Centurion to avoid giving any ſuſpicion of | 
their being cruiſers, while the Commodore nm 
made ready for 'an engagement, and fteered 
with all his canvas, towards the ſhips he had | 


diſcovered. It was ſoon perceived that one of | 1 
theſe, which appeared to be a very ſtout ſhip, _ "#1 
made directly towards him, while the other | ; 
kept at a diſtance. . By ſeven o'clock the Cen- 4 
turion was within piſtol ſhot of the neareſt, and 1 


had a broad-fide ready to pour into her, the 161 
gunners with their matches in their hands wait- | 
ing only for orders to fire ; but as Mr. Auſan | 
knew it impoſſible for her to eſcape, he, before 

he ſuffered them to fire, ordered the maſter to - 1 
hale them in Spaniſh, when the commanding | 
| 

| 

| 


officer on board, who proved to be Mr. Hughes, 
Lieutenant of the Tryal, anſwered in Engliſb, 
and let him know that ſhe was a prize taken by 
* | the Tryal a few days before, and that the other 
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ſhip at a diſtance was the yal herſelf, who 


was, diſabled in her maſts. The Tryal ſoon | 


after joined the Centurion, and Captain Saun- 


ders her commander, coming on board, inform- | 


ed the Commodore that his prize was a prime 


ſailor, and had coſt him 36 hours chace ; that 


for ſome time he began to deſpair of taking 


her, and the Spaniards, though alarmed at firit | 


with ſeeing nothing but a cloud of fail in pur- 
ſuit of them; (for the Tryal's hull was ſo low 


in the water, that no part of it appeared) yet 


finding how little the Tryal gained upon them, 


they at length laid aſide their fears, and alter- 


ing their courſe in the night, ſhut up their 
windows to prevent any of their lights being 
ſeen ; but a ſmall crevice in one of the ſhut- 


ters, rendered all their precautions ineffectual; 


for the Tryal's people perceiving a light thro? 
it. need. it till they arrived within gun ſhot, 


when Captain Saunders unexpectedly alarmed } 


them with a broadſide; and before he could 
fire another, they lowered their ſails, and ſub- 


mitted without oppoſition. She was called the 


Arranzazu, and was one of the largeſt mer- 
chant-men employed in thoſe ſeas, being about 


| Goo tons burden. Her cargo was much the 
 1ame as that of the Carmelo, but her ſilver a- 


mounted only to about 5000 J. fterling. 
This ſucceſs was, however, ballanced by the 
Tryal's having had the misfortune to ſpring her 
main-maſt ; her main-top-maſt had alſo come 
hy the board ; and the next morning, as they 


were all ſtanding to the eaſtward, the ſprung 


her fore-maſt. Theſe incidents were rendered 
more 


ſides being diſm 
hull, that it was neceſſary to ply the pumps 


more unhappy by the impoſſibility of aſſiſting 
her; for the wind then blew ſo hard, that the 


Commodore could not venture to hoiſt out 


his boat; ſo that as he could not think of leav- 
ing her in this unhappy ſituation, he was ob- 
liged to lay to, in order to attend her for the 


greateſt part of forty-eight hours; and as they 
were all the while driving from their ſtation, 


there was reaſon to fear that this deprived 
them of ſeveral conſiderable captures. 
However, on the 27th, the weather proving 


more moderate, Mr. Auſon ſent his boat for the 


Capt. of the Tryal, who, on his coming on board, 


oduced an inſtrument ſigned by himſelf and 


all the officers, repreſenting that the ſloop, be- 
ated, was ſo very leaky in her 


even in moderate weather; and that if the 
weather ſhould prove bad, they mult all ine- 


| vitably periſh 3 when the Commodore conſider- 


ing that he had not the neceſſary ſtores proper 
for repairing her, gave orders for her being 


| deſtroyed ; but conceiving it expedient to keep 


up the appearance of the ſame force, appoint- 
ed the Trya/*s prize, which the viceroy of Pe- 
ru had often employed as a man of war, to be 
a frigate in his Majeſty's ſervice, and to be 


manned by the Tryal's crew, under the ſame 
Captain and officers. When in the Spaniſh 


ſervice ſhe had mounted 32 guns, but was now 
to have only 20, which were the 12 on board 
the Tryal, and eight that had belonged to the 
Anna pink. This being determined, Captain 
Saunders was directed to take out of the oy 
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the arms, ammunition, ſtores, and every thing 


that could be of uſe to the e eee Fo and 


then to ſcuttle and ſink her; after which he 
Was to proceed with his new frigate, which 


was to be called the Tryal's Prize, and to cruize 
off the iſland of Valparaiſo, where he was to 
continue 24 days; and if not joined by the 
Commodore in that time, he was to proceed 


down the coaſt to Piſco, or Naſca, where he 
would be certain of inccting with Mr. Anſon. 


Theſe orders being given, the Centurion left 


the other veſſels on the 27th of September, in 


order to cruize for ſome days off Valparaiſo. 
Notwithſtanding this diſpoſition was the 


moſt prudent that could be imagined, conſi- 


dering the {mallneſs of the Commodore's force, 
yet he had not the happineſs to ſee any ſhips 
at any of theſe ſtations, and being joined be 
the Tryal's and Centurion's prizes, the latter of 


which had aſſiſted in clearing and ſcuttling the 


Tryal, it was reſolved to join Captain Mitchel, 


who was ſtationed off Payta, that if a Spaniſh ſqua- 
dron ſhould be fitted out at Callas, they might, 


by uniting their ſtrength, be prepared to give it a 
warm reception. With this view they ſtood 
to the northward, and on the 5th of Nowember 
came in ſight of the high land of Barranca, 
and an hour afterwards, had the ſatisfaction 


they had ſo long withed for of ſeeing a ſail, upon 


which they immediately gave chace ; but the 


Centurion out-failing the two prizes, run them 


out of fioht, and gained conſiderably on the 
chace. However, as the night came on, ſhe, 
about ſeven o'clock, loſt fight of her, and the 
Fr 85 | officers 
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to ſteer; but at laſt the Commodore reſolved, 


as they were then before the wind, not to 


change his courſe. The chace was chus conti- 
nued about an hour and a half in the dark, 


ſome or other conſtantly imagining they diſ- 


cerned her ſails right a-head; but, at length, 
Mr. Brett, the ſecond Lieutenant, really diſ- 
covered her, about four points to the larboard, 


ſteering off to the ſeaward, and immediately | 


ſtanding for her, they, in leſs than an hour, 
came up with her, and having fired 14 ſhot at 
her, ſhe ſtruck. Mr. Dennis, the Centurion 8 
third Lieutenant, was ſent in the boat with 16 
men, to take poſſeſſion of the prize, when he 
found that ſhe was about 300 ton burden, was 
named the Santa Tereſa de Fe/us ; was bound 
from Guaiaquil to Callao, and. that her lading 
conſiſted of hides, timber, tobacco, cocoa, co- 
coa nuts, Quito thread, which is very ſtrong, 


and made of a ſpecies of graſs, wax, Quito 


cloth, &c. But the ſpecie on board amounted 
to no more than 170 1. Though the cargo 
was of great value to the Spaniards, yet as they. 
had ſtrict orders never to ranſom their ſhips, 


all the goods taken in theſe ſeas, except what 


the Engli/p themſelves had occafion for, were 


of no other advantage, than as it was a loſs to 


the enemy. 

Beſides the crew, which amounted to 45 
hands, there were ten paſſengers on board, 
four men and three women, who were nates. 
of the country, but born of Spanif parents, 
together with three black ſlaves that attended 

Vor. VII. 1 them; 
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them; the women were, the mother, and her 


two daughters, the eldeſt of whom was about 


21, and the youngeſt about 14. Theſe women 


were extremely terrified, and in the greateſt 


diſtreſs, at their falling into the hands of an 
enemy, whom, from the former outrages of 
the Buccaniers ; and the artful inſinuations of 
their prieſts, they had been taught to conſider 


as the moſt brutal and terrible of all mankind. 


Theſe dreadful apprehenſions were greatly 
heightened by the remarkable beauty of the 
youngeſt of the women, and the riotous diſ- 
poſition, they might reaſonably expect to find 
in a ſet of ſailors, 'who had not ſeen a woman 
for near a twelve month. Filled with theſe 
terrors, the women hid themſelves as ſoon 
as the officer came on board ; and when they 
were diſcovered, he found much difficulty in 
perſuading them to approach the light. How- 
ever, he ſoon convinced them, by his humane 
behaviour, and his aſſurances of their future 


ſafety and honourable treatment, that all their 


apprehenſions were groundleſs. The Commo- 
clore being informed of the terror they had 
diſcovered, immediately ſent word that they 
ſhould be continued on board their own ſhip ; 


have the uſe of the ſame apartments, and all 
the other conveniencies they had before enjoy- 


ed; he gave ſtrict orders that they ſhould re- 
ceive no moleſtation or diſturbance whatſoever. 
To give them'the greater certainty that theſe 
orders would be complied with, as well as to 
afford them the means of complaining if they 


were not, he allowed the pilot, who is gene- 
a rally 


7 r p 


— — RR c 
—— eponts ; 


rally the ſecond perſon on board the Spaniſh 
ſhips, to ftay with them, as their guardian 
and protector, an office to which this pilot was 
choſen by Mr. Auſon, from his ſeeming ex- 
tremely intereſted in every thing relating to 
the women ; and his at firſt declaring he was 


married to the youngeſt of them, though it af- 


terwards appeared, that he had aſſerted this, 
with no other view but to ſecure them the bet- 
ter from the treatment they expected to find 
on their falling into the hands of the Exg/;h. 
By this compaſſionate and indulgent behavi- 
our their conſternation entirely ſubſided, and 


they continued eaſy: and chearful during the 
whole time they remained priſoners. 


The next morning the Centurion was joined 
by her two conſorts, when they proceeded to- 
gether to the northward, they 4 now four 
ſail in company. They here found the ſea for 


many miles round them, of a beautiful red co- 


Jour, which, upon examination, was imputed 
to an immenſe quantity of ſpawn ſwimming 
-upon its ſurface ; for ſome of the water being 


taken up in a wine glaſs, it had there a dirty 


appearance, but ſoon changed to a clear cry- 
ſtal, with only ſome red globules of a ſlimy 
mature floating on the top. As they had a 
ſupply of timber on board their new prize, the 
Commodore gave orders for repairing their 
boats, and for fixing a ſwivel gun-ſtock-in the 
bow both of the barge and pinnace, in order 
to increaſe their force, in caſe he ſhould be 


_ obliged to make uſe of them in boarding ſhips, 
or for any attempts on ſhore. "4 
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Though they continued ſtanding to the 
northward, nothing remarkable occurred for 


two or three days, notwithſtanding the : ſhips 
were ſpread in ſuch a manner, that it was 
ſcarcely poſſible for any of the enemy's veſſels 
to eſcape them. In their run along this coaft 
it was obſerved that there was a current which 
ſet them to the northward at the rate of ten 
or twelve miles a day. Being now in about 
eight degrees of ſouth latitude they began to 
be attended with vaſt numbers of flying-fiſh 
and bonitos, which were the firſt they ſaw af- 
ter their departure from the coaſt of Brafdl. 
But it is obſervable, that on the eaſt fide of 
South America, they extended to a much higher 
latitude than they did on the weſt - fide; for 
the ſailors did not loſe ſight of them on the 
coaſt of Braſil till they approached the ſouth- 
ern tropic. The reaſon of which is doubtleſs 
the different degrees of heat obtaining in the 
ſame latitude on different ſides of the conti- 
nent. For it is evident that the temperature 
of a place depends much more upon other cir- 
cumſtances than its diſtance from the pole, or 
its proximity to the equinoctial. Thus it was 
found by this ſquadron, that though the coaſt 


of Braſil is extremely ſultry, yet the coaſt of 


the South-Seas, in the ſame latitude, is, per- 
haps, as temperate, as any part of the globe, 
ſince in ranging along it, they did not once 
meet with ſuch warm weather as is frequent 
in a ſummer's day in England, which was the 
more extraordinary, as there never falls any 
rains to refreſh and cool the air. On the eoaſt 


* 
Ee 88 r DA 8 


— d 7— v — 


Round Tus WORLD. 39 
of Peru, and even under the equinoctial itſelf, 


every circumſtance concurred to make the open 


air and day- light deſirable, for in other coun- 
tries the ſcorching heat of the ſun in ſummer, 
renders the greater part of the day unapt either 
for labour or amuſement, and the frequent rains 
are not leſs troubleſome in the more temperate 
parts of the year. But in this delightful cli- 
mate the ſun rarely appears, for th re is con- 
ſtantly a chearful grey ſky, juſt ſufficient to 


ſcreen the ſun and to mitigate the violence of 


its perpendicular rays, without obſcuring the 
air, or tinging the day-light with an unplea- 


fant or melancholly appearance. Thus all parts 


of the day are proper for labour or exerciſe 
abroad, while the refreſhing and agreeable cool- 


neſs of the air in other elimates produced by 


rains, is here brought about by freſh breezes, 
from the cooler regions to the ſouthward. 


It is not to be doubted, that this happy 
complexion of the heavens is chiefly owing to 


the neighbourhood of thoſe vaſt mountains 


called the Andes, which running nearly parallel - 


the ſhore, from which they are but a ſmall 
diſtance, and extending themſelves immenſely 
higher than any other mountains upon the 
globe, form upon their ſides and dechvities a 
prodigious tract of country, where accordin 

to the different approaches to their ſummit, al 
kinds of climates may at all ſeaſons be found. 


Theſe mountains intercept great part of the 


eaſtern winds which generally blow upon the 
continent of South America, cool that part of 


— . . * 
the air which forces its way over the tops, and 
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keep a large part of the atmoſphere perpetu- 
ally cool, from its contiguity to the ſnows, 
with which they are conſtantly covered. Thus 
theſe mountains by ſpreading the influence of 
their frozen creſts to the neighbouring coalts 
and ſeas of Peru, are doubtleſs the cauſe of 


prevail there. But when this ſquadron had ad- 
vanced beyond the equinoctial, and left theſe 
mountains, the people had nothing to ſcreen 
them to the eaſtward, but the highlands on 
the iſthmus of Panama, which are but mole- 
hills to the Andes, they then experienced in a 
ſhort time, an entire change of climate, and 
in two or three days paſſed from the tempo- 
rate air of Peru to the ſultry burning atmoſ- 
phere of the Veſi-Indies. 

On the 10th of November, the Commodore 
was within three leagues of the ſouthermoſt 
Hand of Lobos, lying in fix degrees 27 mi- 
nutes ſouth latitude, and now drawing near the 
ſtation appointed for the Gloucefer, made an 
eaſy ſail all night; but the next morning, at 
day-break, ſaw a ſhip in ſhore, and to wind- 
ward, which had paſſed the ſquadron by favour 
of the night, and was plying up the coaſt, As 
ſhe was ſoon perceived not to be the Glouceſter, 
they got their tacks on board, and gave her 
Chace; but there being very little wind, which 
prevented any of the ſhips making much way, 
the Commodore ordered the barge, his pin- 
nace, and the Tryal's pinnace to be manned 
and armed, to purſue the chace, and board her. 
Lieutenant Breit, who commanded the barge, 
5 came 


the temperature and equability which conſtantly 
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came up with her about 9 o'clock, and run- 


ning a long-ſide of her, fired a volley of ſmall 
ſhot between the maſts, over the heads of the 
people on board, and then inſtantly entered 
with moſt of his men, the enemy making no 
reſiſtance, they being ſufficiently frightened by 
the volley they had juſt received, and the daz- 


zling of the cutlaſſes. Lieutenant Brett, im- 


mediately ordered the fails to be trimmed, and 
bore down to the Commodore, taking up in 
his way the two pinnaces, but when he came 
within four miles of the Centurion, he put off 
in the barge with a number of priſoners, from 
whom he had learned ſome material intelli- 
gence, which he was defirous of communica- 
ting to the Commodore, as ſoon as poſſible. 
The prize was named Nue/tra Senora del Carmin; 
it was of about 270 tons burden, and had on 
board 43 mariners, and was deeply laden with 


ſteel, iron, plank, cedar pepper, cinnamon, pow- 


der blue, European bale goods, ſnuff, roſaries, 
Romiſh indulgencies, and other ſpecies of mer- 
chandiſe. Though this cargo, in their pre- 
ſent circumſtances was but of little value, yet 
It was a greater loſs to the Spaniards than any 
capture they had made in that part of the 


world; for it amounted to above 400,000 dol- 


lars prime coſt at Panama. This ſhip was 
bound to Callao, and had ſtopt at Payta in her 


paſſage, to take in a freſh ſupply of water and 


roviſions, having left that place but about 24 
ours, before ſhe fell into the hands of the 
Engliſh; and from the paſſengers on board this 
ſhip, Lieutenant Brett had been informed, that 
5 | a 
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a few days before, a veſſel had entered Payta, 
the Maſter of which had told the Governor 


that he had been chaced by a very large ſhip,” 
which from her ſize, and the colour of her 
fails, he imagined to be one of the Engliſb ſq ua- 


dron, and that the Governor being fully ſatiſ- 
fied with this relation, had immediately ſent 
an expreſs to Lima, to carry the news to the 
Viceroy, while the royal officer reſiding at 
Payta, being apprehenſive of a viſit from the 
Engliſh, had from his firſt learning this intel- 
ligence, been buſily employed in removing 
both the King's treaſure and his own to Piura, 
a town, within land at about 14 leagues di- 
ſtance, but that there was a conſiderable ſum 
of money belonging to ſome merchants of Lima, 
lodged in the cuſtom-houſe of Payta, which was 
intended to be ſent on board a veſſel then in 
the port, and that was preparing to fail with 


the utmoſt expedition; it being bound for 


the bay of Son/ornate on the coaſt of Mexico, 


to purchaſe a part of the cargo of the Manila ſhip. 


It was immediately conjectured, that the 
large ſhip which had chaced the veſſel into 


| Payta was the Glouceſter, as indeed it was, and 
it being found that the veſſel in which the mo- 
ney was to be ſhipped, was eſteemed a prime 

- ſailor, and had juſt received anew coat of tallow 


on her bottom, it was concluded that they had 


no chance of coming up with her, if they ſuf- Y 


fered her to eſcape out of the port. Therefore 
as they were now diſcovered, and the . coaſt 


would be ſoon alarmed, ſo as to prevent their 


cruiſing being of any advantage, the 3 
. dore 
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The taking and burning of the Town of | Payta, 
The ſetting the Priſoners on, ſhore; and an Ac- 


2, Count of the generous Treatment they recei ed 
| . from the Commodore. | 


24 YT A is ſituated in a barren ſoil, only 2h 


. compoſed of ſand and ſlate ; it is in 59. 12/. 


ſouth latitude, and does not furniſh a drop of 
, freſh water, or any kind of greens or provi- 
ions, except fiſh and a few goats; but about 
two or three leagues diſtant, there is a town 


called Calan, whence water, maize, greens, 
fowls, &c. are conveyed to Payta on floats, 
for the convenience of the ſhips that touch 


there; and cattle are brought from Piura, a 
town which lies almoſt 14 degrees up in the 


country. The water fetched from Colan 1s 
whitiſh, and has a diſagreeable look; but is 
ſaid to be very wholeſome, the inhabitants pre- 
tending that it runs through large woods of 
Sar/aparilla, and that it is ſenſibly impregna- 
ted with it. The port of Payta, though in 
reality little more than a bay, is eſteemed the beſt 
in that part of the coaſt; and indeed, it af- 
fords a very ſecure and commodious anchorage, 


it is therefore much frequented by all veſſels 


coming 
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dore, after minutely inquiring into the ſtrength 
and condition of the place, reſolved to endea- 
| vour to ſurpriſe it that very night. 
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coming from the North, ſince there is no other | 


place tor the ſhips. from Acapulco, Son/onnate, 
Realejo and Panama to take in retreſhments in the 
paſſage to Callao, and the wind being for the 
greateſt! part of the year full againſt them, 
renders it impoſſible for them to perform theſe 
long voyages, without ſtopping upon the coaſt 
for a recruit of freſh water. The town was 
but of ſmall extent, as it contained leſs than 


200 families. The houſes were only ground 


floors, the walls of which were built of ſplit 
cane and mud, and the roofs were thatched 
with leaves, but though theſe edifices were ex- 
tremely "ſlight, they were ſufficient” for a cli- 
mate, where rain is conſidered as a prodigy, and 


is not ſeen in many years. 


Mr. Anſon, on inquiring into the ſtrength of | 
the place, was told, that it had no other pro- 


tection than the fort, in which was mounted 


eight pieces of cannon ; but that it had net 


ther ditch-nor out-work, it being ſurrounded 
by a plain brick wall, and that the garriſon 
conſiſted of only one weak company, though 
the town might poſſibly arm 300 men more. 

The Commodore, confiderin that the 
ſtrength of the place did not require his whole 


force, and that his ſhips might be eaſily ſeen 


at a diſtance, even in the night, which would 
alarm the inhabitants, and give them an op- 
portunity of removing their valuable effects, 
reſolved to attempt it with the boats on ly, and 
ordered the 18 oared barges with his own, and 
the Tryal pinnaces on that' ſervice. Hayin 

picked out 58 men, wellfurniſhed, with arms an 
| | . Th A Am- 


* 


1 
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expedition to Lieut. Brett, to prevent the confu- 
ſton which poſlibly might ariſe from their igno- 
rance of the ſtreets, and the darkneſs of the 
night, he ordered two of the Spaniſh pilots to 
conduct the Lieutenant to the moſt convenient 
landing-place, and to be his guides on ſhore ; 


to ſecure their fidelity, the priſoners were in⸗ 


formed that they ſhould all of them be releaſed, 
and landed at this place, provided the Pilots 
acted faithfully. At the ſame time he threatned 
the Pilots, that if they were guilty of treachery, 
or miſconduct, they ſhould be inſtantly ſhot, 
and he would carry the reſt of the Spaniards on 
board, priſoners to England. 

About 10 o'clock at night, at which time 


| the ſhips were within five leagues of the' place, 


Lieutenant Brett, with the boats under his. 
command, put off, and arrived without being 


diſcovered, at the mouth of the bay; but he 


had no ſooner entered it, then he was perceived 


by ſome of the people on board a veſſel riding 


at anchor, who 1mmediately getting into their 


boat, rowed towards the ſhores ſhouting and 


crying, The Englif „ the English dogs, &c. 4 
which the whole town was inſtantly alarme 

and the men in the boats ſoon perceived ſe- 
veral lights hurrying backwards and forwards 


in the fort, and other marks of the inhabitants 


being in motion. Upon this Lieutenant Breti 
encouraged his men to pull up briſkly, that 
they might allow the enemy as little time as 


poſſible to prepare for their defence. But be- 
fore the boats could reach the ſhore, the ſol- 


diers 
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| ammunition, and intruſted the command of the 
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diers in the fort had got ſome of the cannon. 
ready, which they pointed towards the land- 


ing-place, and the firſt ſhot v aſſed very near 


one of the boats, whiſtling juic over the heads 
of the crew. Upon this the men redoubled, 
their efforts, ſo that they had reached the 


ſhore, and part of them were landed by the 


time the ſecond gun was fired. The men were 
no ſooner on ſhore, then one of the . Spat#/h 


pilots conducted them to the entrance of a 
narrow ſtreet, where they were covered from 


the fire of the fort, and being formed in the 


beſt manner the ſhortneſs of the time would 
permit, they inſtantly marched to the parade, 


a large ſquare at the end of this ſtreet, the 
fort being on one ſide, and the Governor's 
houſe on the other. In this march, which was. 
performed with tolerable regularity, the ſhouts 
and clamours of threeſcore ſailors, who .had 


been ſo long confined on ſhip board, and were 
now for the firſt time on ſhore in an enemy's 


country, joyous as they always are, when they 


land, and beſides, animated with the hopes of 


immenſe plunder; the huzzas, I ſay, of this 
ſpirited detachment, added to the noiſe of 
their drums, had ſo augmented their numbers, 
in the opinion of the enemy, that their fear 
made them more ſollicitous about the means. 
of flight, than of reſiſtance. However, the 
merchants who owned the treaſure then in the 
town, had, with a few others, ranged them- 
ſelves in a gallery that ran round the Gover-, 
nor's houſe, and thence diſcharged a volley 


upon the Engliſb ſailors; but upon their re- 


turning 
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turning the fire, they abandoned the poſt, and 


left the Eugliſb in poſſeſſion of the parade. 
Lieutenant Brett, upon this ſucceſs, divided 
his men into two parties, one of which he 


ordered to ſurround the Governor's houſe, and 
if poſſible to ſecure the Governor, while he 
| himſelf, at the head of the other, marched to 
the fort, with a deſign to force it, but to his 


4 0 ſurpriſe, he entered it without oppoſition; 


or the enemy abandoned 1t on his approach, 


and made their eſcape over the walls. Thus 
the whole place was taken in leſs than a quar- 


ter of an hour's time from their firſt landing, 
with no other loſs, than one man killed on 


the ſpot, and two wounded. 


Lieutenant Brett now placed a guard at the 
fort, and another at the Governor's houſe, 
and then appointed ſentinels at all the ave- 


nues of the town, both to prevent being ſur- 


51 by the enemy, and to ſecure the effects 
from being embezzled. This being done, his 
next care was to ſeize upon the cuſtom-houſe, 
where the treaſure was depoſited, and to ex- 


amine whether any of the inhabitants remain 


ed in the town, in order to know what farther ' 
precautions it was neceſſary for him to take; 


but he ſoon found that he was in no danger. 


from the numbers left behind; for moſt of the 
people being in bed when the place was ſur- 
prifed, had fled with ſuch precipitation, that 
they had not allowed themſelves time to put 
on their cloaths, and the Governor himſelf, 
was not the laſt in providing for his own ſafe- 


ty; for he fled before moſt of the reſt half 
Vor. VII. . 
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17 years of age, to whom he had been mar- 


afterwards. carried off in her ſhift, by a couple 
of ſentinels, juſt as the detachment arrived be- 
fore the houſe. The few inhabitants who re- 
mained were confined under a guard in one of 
the churches, except ſome ſtout negroes, who 
were employed the remaining part of the night, 
to aſſiſt in carrying the treaſure from the cuſ- 
tom-houſe and other places to the fort ; but 
theſe were always attended by a file of muſ- 
queteers. | | 5 

The conveyance of the treaſure from the 
cuſtom-houſe, was the principal employment 
of Mr, Brett's people; bur while the ſailors 
were thus bußed they could not be prevented 
from entering the houſes in their way, in 
ſearch of private pillage, where the firſt things 
they obſerved being the cloaths left by the Spa- 


cuſtom of the country, were moſt of them either 
embroidered or laced, they eagerly ſeized theſe 
glittering habbits, and ſlipt them on over their 
own dirty trowſers and jackets, at the ſame time 
not forgetting the tye or bag-wig, and laced 
hat, which were generally found with the 
cloaths, and this practice being once begun, 
there was no preventing its Peng imitated by 


lateft into the Faſhion, not finding men's cloaths 
_ ſufficient to equip themſelves, took up with 
women's gowns and pettiCoats, which, pro- 
vided they were rich enough, they made no 

| . ſcruple 


/ 


naked, leaving his wife, a young lady of about | 


ried but three or four days; but ſhe too was | 


niards in their flight, which, according to the 


the whole detachment. But thoſe, who came 
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ſcruple of putting on, and blending with their 


own greaſy dreſs, ſo that Mr. Brett was ex- 
tremely ſurpriſed at their groteſque figure, 
| when a party thus ridiculouſly metamorphoſed 


firſt came before him, and could ſcarcely know 
them. e 
Mean while the Centurion and the other ſhips 
made an eaſy ſail towards Payta, and about 
ſeven in the morning began to open the bay, 
Though thoſe on board had no reaſon to doubt 
of the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe, yet it was 
with great joy they diſcovered, by means 
of their perſpectives, an Engliſb flag hoiſted on 
the flag- ſtaff of the fort. They then plied into 
the bay with as much expedition as poſſible, 
and at eleven the TryaPs u came on board 
the Centurion laden with dollars and church 
plate, when the officers who commanded it, 
informed the Commodore of the tranſactions 
of the preceeding night. VE 
Mr. Breit hitherto went on collecting and 
removing the treaſure without interruption, 
while the enemy aſſembled from all parts of 
the country, on a hill at the back of the town, 
where they made a conſiderable appearance, 
havirg amongſt the reſt of their force 200 
horſe that ſeemed well armed, mounted, and 
furniſhed with trumpets, drums, and ſtandards. 
They paraded about the hill with great oſten- 
tation, ſounding their military muſic, and prac- 
tifing every art to intimidate the few who were 
on ſhore, whoſe numbers were now known, to 
induce them to abandon the place before the 
pillage was completed. Mr. Brett however, 
W pro- 
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proceeded in ſending off the treaſure, and in 
employing the boats to carry on board refreſh- 
ments, ſuch as hogs, fowls, Sc. as long as it 
was light. To prevent any ſurpriſe in the 
night, the Commodore ſent a reinforcement on 
ſhore, which. was poſted in all the paſſages 
leading to the parade, and for their farther 
ſecurity, the ſtreets were fortified with bar- 
ricadoes fix feet high. But as the enemy re- 
mained quiet all the night, they reſumed at 
dy inal: the employment of loading the 
boats, and ſending them off. Fe 
It now appeared of what importance it 
would have been, had it been poſſible to have 
ſecured the Governor ; for had he been in their 
power, he would probably have been induced 
to treat for' the ranſom of many ſtore-houſes 
Full of valuable effects, for which the Commo- 
dore had no room on board, but which would 
have been of extraordinary advantage to him. 
HFaving collected all the force of the country 
for many leagues round, he was ſo elated with 
his numbers, and ſo fond af his new military 
command, that he ſeemed to have loſt all con- 
cern for the fate of his government, and though 
the Commodore ſent ſeveral meſſages to him 
by ſome who had been taken priſoners, offer- 
ing to ranſom the town upon eaſy terms, he 
was ſo arrogant and impudent, that he would 

not even return an anſwer. 1 | 
On the ſecond day of the Exgliſb being in 
18383 of the place, the Spaniards were in 
uch want of water, that many of their flaves 
crept into the town by ſtealth, and carried 
2 | away 
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away ſeveral jars of water to their maſters on 
the hill, and Mr. Brett was informed both by 
the deſerters and ſome priſoners he took, as 
they were carrying away the water, that the 
Spaniards on the hill bein 8 encreaſed to a for- 
midable number, had reſolved to ſtorm the 
town and fort the ſucceeding night, when that 
one Gordon, a Scotch papiſt, was to have the 
command of that enterpriſe. - He however, con- 
tinued ſending off the boats, without' the leaſt 
hurry or precipitation till the evening, when a 


reinforcement was again ordered on ſhore by 


Mr. A»/on, and Mr. Brett doubled his guards 
at each of the barricadoes. The different poſts 
were connected by means of ſentinels placed 
within call of each other, and the whole vi- 
ſited by frequent rounds attended with a drum. 
Theſe marks of the vigilance and readineſs of 
the Engliſb to receive them, damped their re- 
ſolution ; ſo that the paſſed that night with 
as little moleſtation as they had done the for- 


mer, 


As Mr. Brett had the evening before ſent 
all the treaſure 'on board the Centurion, the 
boats were employed on the third morning, 


which was the 15th of November, in carrying 


off the moſt valuable part of the effects that 
remained m the town, and the Commodore in- 
tending to fail in the afternoon, he. about ten 


o'clock ſent all his prifoners, amounting to 88 


on ſliore, giving orders to Lieutenant Brett, to 
ſecure them in one of the churches, till the 


men were ready to embark. Mr. Brett was at 


the ſame time ordered, to burn the whole 
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town, except the two churches, which ſtood 
at ſome diſtance from the houſes, after which 


he was to abandon the place, and return on 


board. That gentleman punctually complied 


with theſe orders, for ſetting his men to work, 
he diſtributed pitch, tar, and other combuſti- 
bles, of which there were great quantities in 


the town, into houſes ſituated in different 


ſtreets ; that the place being fired in many 
quarters at the. ſame time, the deſtruction 
might be the more violent and ſudden, and 


the enemy after his departure might not be 


able to extinguiſh it. This being done, he 
cauſed the cannon in the fort to be nailed up, 


| and then ſetting fire to ſuch houſes as were to 
the windward, he collected his men and marched. 


towards the beach, where the boats waited to 
carry them off. That part of the beach, whence 
he intended to embark being an open place 


without the town, the Spaniardt on the hill 


perceived he was retreating, and reſolved, in 
order to lay ſome foundation for future boaſt- 
Ing, to try if they could precipitate their de- 

ture ; for this purpoſe a ſmall ſquadron of 
about 60 horſe marched down the hill withmuch 
ſeeming reſolution; but notwithſtanding the 
pomp and parade with which they at firſt came 
on, Mr. Brett had no ſooner ordered his men 


to halt and face about, than they put a ſtop 
to their career, and did not dare to advance a 
ſtep farther while he continued on the beach. 
On their arrival at the boats in order to go 
on board, the men were ſome time retarded 
by miſſing - one of their * and being 


; unable 
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unable by their inquiries amongſt each other to 
learn where he was left, or by what accident 
he was detained, they after a conſiderable de- 
lay, got into the boats, in order to depart 
without him, but when the laſt, man was ac- 
tually embarked, and the boats were putting 
off, they heard him calling to them to take 
him in. The town was by this time ſo com- 
pletely on fire, and the ſmoke covered the 
beach with ſuch a cloud, that they could 
ſcarcely diſcern him though they heard his 
voice; the Lieutenant however, immediately 
ordered one of the boats to his relief, who 
found him up to the chin in water, for he had 
waded as far as he durſt, being extremely ter- 
rified at the apprehenſions of falling into the 
hands of an enemy, who were doubtleſs en- 
raged at the plunder and deſtruction of their 
town. Inquiry being made into the cauſe 
of his ſtaying behind the reſt, it was found 
that he had that morning taken too large 
a doſe of brandy, which had thrown him into 
ſo ſound a fleep, that he did not awake till the 
fire came near enough to ſcorch him. At firſt 
opening his eyes, he was ſtrangely amazed at 
ſeeing on the one hand all the houſes in a 
blaze, and on the other ſeveral Spaniards and 
Indians near him. The greatneſs and ſudden 
of his fright inſtantly reduced him to a ſtate of 
ſobriety, and gave him the preſence of mind 
to puſh through the thickeſt of the ſmoke, 
the likelieſt means of eſcaping the enemy, 
and then making the beſt of his way to- 
the beach, he, though he could not ſwim, ran 
as 


as far into the water as he durſt, before ke 
ventured to look back ; but to the honour of 
all the other brave fellows who were on ſhore, 


F 


104 Commodore Anson's VOYAGE 


though there were great quantities of wine and 
ſpirituous liquors, ready at their hands, at al- 


moſt every warehouſe, this was the only man 
who was known to have ſo far neglected his 
duty as to get drunk. * 


By the time the ſailors had helped their 


comrade out of the water and were rowing to 


the ſquadron, the flames had ſeized every part 
of the town, and by means of the combuſti- 
bles, the ſlightneſs of the materials of which 


the houſes were built, and their aptneſs to take 


fre, had taken ſuch hold, that it was viſible 
ni endeavours of the enemy, though they 
- © flocked down in great numbers, could poſſibly 
prevent the entire deſtruction of the town and 
All the merchandize contained in it. | 
Lieutenant Breti's detachment having joined 
tze ſquadron, the Commodore prepared to 
_ fail that evening. At his firſt coming into the 


bay he found ſix of the enemy's veſſels at an- 


chor, one of which was the ſhip that was to 
have conveyed the treaſure to the coaſt of 


Mexico, and being informed ſhe was a good 


ſailor, he reſolved to take her with him. 


There were alſo two ſnows, a bark, and two 
row galleys of 36 oars each, which the Com- 


modore having no occaſion for, had ordered 


the maſts of all five to be cut away at his firſt 
arrival, and on his 3 the place, they 
were towed out of the harbour, ſcuttled and 


funk, the command of the other ſhip was 


given 
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given to Mr. Hughes the Lieutenant of the 
Tryal, who was allowed ten men to navigate 
her; and the ſquadron, which was now aug : 
mented to fix fail, that is, the Centurion, the it 
Tryal's Prize, the Camel, the Carmin, the 1 
Tere/a, and the Solidad, the laſt acquired veſ- 
fel weighed anchor about midnight, and ſailed 
out of the bay. | 5 | 
3 loſs of the Spaziards by the deſtruction | 1 
of Payta was very conſiderable, ſince a very 1 
great part of the goods that were burnt, con- [1 
ſiſted of velvets, camhricks, filks, broad cloths, 
Sc. and though the acquiſition ' made by the 
Engliſh was very inconſiderable in compariſon 
with what was deftroyed, yet it was far from 
being deſpicable, for the wrought plate, dol- 
lars and other coin which fell into their hands, 
amounted to above 430,000 J. ſterling, beſides 
ſeveral rings, bracelets, and jewels, whoſe va- 
lue could not then be determined; the plunder, - 
that became the property of the immediate 
captors was alſo very conſiderable, ſo that this | 
was the moſt important booty they had hitherto , —- 


met with. 8 85 5 | 
It has been already obſerved, that all the 
priſoners taken in the preceeding prizes, were 11 


ſet on ſhore and diſcharged at Payta, and as 
the honour done to our national character n 
thoſe parts, was very great, from the huma- 44 
nity and generoftty with which Mr. Anson be- [1 
haved to thoſe who fell into his hands, this i 4 
circumſtance deſerves to be more particularly 
related. Amongſt theſe priſoners were ſome | 
perſons of conſiderable diſtinction, and in py 

| - ticular 
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. ticular a youth of about ſeventeen years 


of age, the ſon of the Vice-preſident of the 
— Council of Chili. As the natives of | thoſe 


countries had the moſt terrible ideas of the 
cruelty of the Engliſb, all the prifoners at their 
being firſt taken on board the Engliſb ſquadron 
were under great horror and anxiety of mind, 
but the young gentleman juſt mentioned, who 
had never been from home before, lamented 
his captivity in the moſt moving expreſſions, 
regretting in very plaintive terms, the Ilois of 
his parents, his brothers, his ſiſters, and his 
native country, being fully perſuaded, that he 
had taken his laſt farewel of them, and that he 
was devoted for the remainder of his life to an 
abject and cruel ſervitude ; indeed, all the Sa- 
niſb priſoners had the ſame deſponding opinion 
of their ſituation ; but Mr, Anuſon conſtantly. 
exerted all his endeavours to efface theſe ter- 
rifying impreſſions, by taking care, that as 
many of the principal perſons amongſt them as 
there was room for, ſhould by turns dine at 
his table, and by giving the ſtricteſt orders, 
that they ſhould at all times be treated with 
the utmoſt humanity and decency ; but not- 
withſtanding this, it was obſerved, that for 
the firſt two or three days, they retained their 
fears, and ſuſpected that the gentleneſs of their 
uſage was preparatory to ſome unknown cala- 
mity : but at length being convinced of the 
Commodore's ſincerity, they grew remarkably 
chearful, and the youth above- mentioned not 
only conquered his fears, but entertained a 
great affection for Mr. Anuſen, and ſeemed ſo. 
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delighted with a manner of life different from 
every thing he had known before, that it was 
doubted whether he would not have preferred 
a voyage to England in the Centurion, to his 
being immediately ſet on ſhore at Payta. 

As the Commodore's humanity was conſtant 

and uniform, it gave the priſoners favourable 
ſentiments of the whole Engliſb nation; and 
their good opinion was greatly increaſed by 
the Commodore's leaving the ladies taken in 
the Tere/a the poſſeſſion of their apartments, in 
preventing all his people on board from ap- 
proaching them, and allowing the pilot to 
ſtay with them as their guardian: At which 
the Spaniards on board were the more ſur- 
priſed, as it was done without his ever ſeeing 
the women, though the two daughters were 
both eſteemed handſome, and the youngeſt 
was a celebrated beauty. The women them- 
ſelves were ſo ſenſible of the obligations they 
owed him on this account ; that they abſolute- 
ly refuſed to go on ſhore at Payta, till they 
were allowed, to wait on the Commodore, on 

board the Centurion, to return him thanks in 
perſon ; and, indeed, all the priſoners left the 
Engliſb with the ftrongeſt aſſurances of their 
grateful remembrance of the generous treat- 
ment they had met with. In particular a jeſuit 
who had been taken by the Commodore, and 
who was an eccleſiaſtic of ſome diſtinction, re- 
turned his thanks for the civilities he and his 
countrymen had found on board, declaring that 
he ſhould always confider it as his duty to do 
Mr. Auſon juſtice, and added that his treatment 
of 
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of the men priſoners was ſuch as could never 
be forgot, but that his behaviour to the women 


was ſo extraordinary, that he doubted whe- 
ther the regard due to his own. eccleſiaſtical 
character would be ſufficient to render it credi- 
ble. Mr. Valter obſerves, © That he was af. 
c terwards informed that both he and the reſt 
ce of the priſoners had not been filent on this 
* head; but had both at Lima, and other 
- places given the greateſt encomiums on the 
«© Commodore, the jeſuit, in particular, having 
* on his account interpreted in a lax and hypo- 
& thetical ſenſe, that article of his church 
* which aſſerts the impoſſibility of heretics be⸗ 
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Diſputes about the Plunder happily adjuſted. Tauo 
Prizes taken by the Glouceſter. They fteer 
zr Quibo.. The Tereſa and Solidad burned. 

The proceedings of the Squadron | at Quibo. 


A Deſcription of that Hand; an Account of 
the Pearl F Ys and of the various Kinds of 


Turtle, 


7 I H E ſquadron having ſet ſail 80 Payta 

on the 16th of November at about mid- 
night, the Commodore in the morning gave 
orders for the ſhips to diſperſe, in order to 
look out for the Glouceſter. A jealouſy now 


aroſe between thoſe who had been commanded 
on 
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on ſhore, and thoſe who had continued on board, 
occaſioned by the private plunder got at Payta, 
which the former conſidered as a reward for 
the riſks they had run, and the reſolution they 
# had ſhewn, while thoſe who remained on board, 
urged, that had 1t been left to their choice, 
they ſhould have preferred acting on ſhore to 
continuing on board, and that while their com- 
rades were on land, their duty was extremely 
fatiguing, fince they were conſtantly under 
arms to ſecure the priſoners, whoſe numbers 
exceeded their own, to prevent any attempts 
that might be formed at that critical juncture, 
and that a ſufficient force on board was as 
neceflary to the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe, as 
the action of the others on ſhore, and this diſpute 
aroſe to ſuch an height, that the Commodore 
thought 1t neceſſary to interpoſe his authority, 
before it was attended with any miſchievous 
conſequences. Accordingly on the morning 
after their leaving Payta, he ordered all hands 
upon the quarter-deck, and addreſſing himſelf 
to thoſe who had been detached on ſhore, high- 
ly commended their behaviour, and thanked 
them for their ſervices on that occaſion. He 
then repreſented the reaſons urged by thoſe 
who had continued on board for an equal di- 
viſion of the plunder, obſerved, that he thought 
their reaſons very concluſive, and the expec- 
rations of their comrades extremely juſt ; he 
therefore inſiſted, that not only the private 
men, but all the officers who had aſſiſted in 
taking the place, ſhould produce the whole of 
their plunder immediately upon the quarter- 
Voi Vik I. deck, 
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deck, in order to be impartially divided amongſt 
the whole crew in proportion to their rank; 
but to prevent thoſe who had it in their poſ- 
ſeſſion from murmuring at this diminution of 
their ſhare, the Commodore added, that as an 
encouragement to others who might hereafter 
be employed in the like ſervices, he would 
give his intire ſhare to be diſtributed amongſt 

thoſe who had been detached for the attack 
of the place. | | 
Thus was this troubleſome affair determined 
to the general ſatisfaction of the ſhip's com- 
pany, except of a few, who were incapable of 
diſcerning the force of equity, or were too avaii-. 
cious to be willing to part with any ſhare of what 
they had once got into their poſſe ſſion. The 
next morning they obſerved the Clouceſter with 
a ſmall veſiel in tow, and learned from Cap- 
tain Mitchel, that in the whole time of his 
cruize, he had taken only two prizes, one of 
which was a ſmall ſnow, whoſe cargo conſiſted 
of wine, brandy, and olives in jars, with about 
7000 J. in ſpecie, and the other a launch or. 
large boat, which the G/ozcefter's barge came 
up with near ſhore, the priſoners on board of 
which had alledged, that they were very poor, 
and that their lading only conſiſted of cotton; 
but the circumſtance in which the barge ſur- 
priſed them ſeemed to prove their being more 
wealthy than they pretended ; for the Glou- 
ceſter*'s people, found them at dinner upon 
pidgeon-pye, ſerved up in filver diſhes. How- 
ever, the officer who commanded the barge, 
on his opening ſeveral of the jars on MN 0 
und- 
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finding nothing in them but cotton, was ready 
to believe the account given him by the pri- 
ſoners, but the cargo being taken on board 
the Glouceſter, all were agreeably ſurpriſed to 
find, that the whole was a very extraordinary 


piece of package, and that in every jar there 


was concealed amongſt the cotton, a confider- 
able quantity of double doubloons and dollars, 
to the amount in the whole of near 12,000 /. 
This treaſure was going to Payta, and be- 
longed to the merchants, who were the pro- 
prietors of the greateſt part of the money taken 
at that town. Captain Mitchel had alſo been 
in ſight of two or three other of the enemy's 
ſnips which had eſcaped him. One of which, 
there was reaſon to believe, was of immenſe 

value. | | 
The ſquadron. being now joined by the Glau- 
ceſter, and her prize, it was reſolved to ſteer 
as ſoon as poſſible to the ſouthern parts of Ca- 
Iifornia, or to the adjacent coaſt of Mexico, in 
order to cruize for the Manila galleon, which 
was known to be at ſea, bound to the port of 
Acapulco, and as they were now in the middle of 
November, and that ſhip did not uſually arrive 
till the middle of January, they did not doubt 
of getting on that ſtation, time enough to in- 
tercept her, notwithſtanding they found 1t ne- 
ceſſary to take in a freſh ſupply of water at the 
Hand of Quibo, ſituated at the mouth of the 
bay of Panama, and being now eight fail in 
company continued failing to the northward ; 
but on their arriving at Cape Blanco in four 
degrees 15 minutes ſouth latitude, it was found 
| L2 that 
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that the Solidad was far from anſwering the cha. 
racter giving her of being a prime ſailor, and ſhe 
and the Santa Tere/a delaying the ſquadron, the 
Commodore ordered them both to be cleared of 
every thing that might be of uſe to the reſt of 
the ſhips, and then to be burnt, and having 
given proper inſtructions to the Gloucefter, and 
the other prizes, the Centurion n in her 
courſe for Quibo. 
On the 22d in the morning they” came 
in fight of the iſland of Plata; at three in the 
afternoon they were within three miles of 
point Marta, and there being a town of the 


fame name in the neighbourhood, Captain | 
Mitchel took that opportunity of ſending away | 


ſeveral of his priſoners from the Glouce/ter in 
the Spaniſh launct. The boats were now daily 


employed in diſtributing proviſions on board 


the prizes, to compleat their ſtock for {ix 
months. One of the Manila ſhips being ſaid 
to be of an immenſe ſize, the carpenters were 
ordered to fix eight ſtocks in the main and 


foretops of the Centurion, which were properly | 


fitted for the mounting of ſwivel guns, in or- 
der that ſhe might be the better prepared to 


ive her a warm reception. 


On the 22d they paſſed the equinoctial, when 


ſtanding towards the iſthmus, oy had not 
only an extraordinary alteration. of the climate, 


but frequent calms and heavy rains, which 
ſoon made it neceſſary to caulk the decks and 
© fides of the Centurion, to prevent the rain from 


running into her, 


On 


— 
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On the zd of December in the evening they 


caſt anchor at the iſland of Quibo, which they 


found to be extremely convenient for wooding 
and watering, ſince the trees grow cloſe to the 
high-water mark, and a large rapid ſtream of 
freſh water runs over the ſandy-beach into the 
ſea, ſo that they were little more than two days 


in laying in all the wood and - water they 


wanted. ad | 

The whole iſland, excepting one part of it, 
is of a very moderate height, and its ſurface 
is covered with a continual wood, that pre- 
ſerves its verdure all the year. Among the 
other trees they found abundance of caſſia, but 
notwithſtanding the climate and ſhelter afforded 
for birds, they ſaw no other but mackaws, 
parrots and paroquets, but af the former there 
were prodigious flights. The animals of which 
there were moſt plenty, were monkeys and 
guanoes, which they frequently killed for food, 
but though they ' diſcovered many herds of 
deer, yet the difficulty of penetrating the woods, 
prevented their coming near them, ſo that they 
killed but two during their ſtay. Their pri- 
ſoners informed them that the iſland abounded 
with tygers, but they never ſaw any of them, 
and alſo that there was frequently found in the 
woods a moſt miſchievous ſerpent, called the 
flying ſnake, which darted itſelf from the 
boughs of trees on either man or beaſt that 


came within its reach, and its ſting was believed 


to produce inevitable death, The ſea about 
the iſland is infeſted with a great number of 
alligators of an extraordinary ſize, and the 

L 3 _ 
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people often obſerved a large kind of flat fiſh, 
jumping a conſiderable height out of the water, 
which they ſuppoſed to be the fiſh that is ſaid 
frequently to deſtroy the pearl divers by claſp- 
ing them in its fins, as they ariſe from the 
bottom, and they were told that the divers 
now always armed themſelves with a ſharp 
» Enife, with which, when they are entangled, 
they diſengage themſelves from the fiſh's em- 
braces by Ricking it into its belly. 
While the ſhip lay at anchor, the Commo- 
dore went in a boat, attended by ſome of his 
officers to examine a bay which lay to the 
northward, and afterwards ranged along the 
eaſtern ſide of the Hand. - Wherever they 
landed in the courſe of this expedition, they 
generally found great plenty of excellent water, 
I anda very rich foil. On the north-eaſt point of 
the ifland they diſcovered a natural caſcade, 
which ſeemed to ſurpaſs every thing of this 
kind that had ever been produced by human 
art or induſtry. It was a river of tranſparent 
water about 40 yards wide, which rolled down 
a declivity of near 150 in length, the channel 
down which it flowed, was entirely compoſed 
of rock, both its ſides and bottom being made 
up of large detached blocks, by which the 
courſe of the water was frequently interrupted ; 
for in ſome parts it run ſloping with a rapid 
but uniform motion, while in others it rolled 
over the ledges of rocks and fell with a per- 
pendicular deſcent. All the neighbourhood of 
this ſtream was a fine wood, and even the huge 
maſſes of rock which over-hung the water, and 
| by 
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by their various projections formed the inequa- 
lities of the channel, was covered with lofty 
foreſt trees. Whilſt the Commodore with thoſe 
who accompanied him were attentively re- 
marking the different blendings of the water, 
the rocks and the woods, there appeared, as if 
to heighten the beauty of the proſpect, a pro- 
digious flight of mackaws, which hovering 
over this ſpot and often wheeling and playing 
on the wing about it, afforded a moſt brilliant 
appearance by the glittering of the ſun on their 
variegated plumage. 5 

In this expedition they diſcovered no inha- 
bitants, but ſaw many huts upon the ſhore, 


pearl in different places, that were left by the 
pearl fiſhers from Panama, who often frequent 
this place in the ſummer ſeaſon ; for the pearl 
oyſters, which are every way to be found in 
the bay of Panama, are ſo numerous at Qubo, 
that by advancing a very little way into the 
ſea a perſon may ſtoop down and reach them 
from the bottom. They are uſually very large, 
and ſome of the officers opened them out of 
curioſity in order to taſte them, but found 
them very tough and unpalatable. Thoſe 
oyſters that produce the moſt and the largeſt 
pearls are found at a conſiderable depth, for 
though what are taken by wading near the 
ſhore are of the ſame ſpecies, yet the pearls 
contained in them are few in number and very 
ſmall. It is alſo ſaid that the pearl partakes 
in ſome degree of the quality of the bottom 
on which the oyſter is lodged, ſo that if there 
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be a muddy bottom, it renders the pearl dark 
and diſcoloured. | | 
The buſineſs of taking up oyſters from great 
depths for the ſake of their pearls, is performed 
by negro ſlaves, of which 'the inhabitants of 
Panama and the neighbouring coaſt formerly 
kept great numbers. Theſe are ſaid not to be 
eſteemed compleat divers till they have learned 
to protract their ſtay ſo long under water, that 
the blood guſhes out at their mouth, noſe and 


ears; but when this has once happened it is 


ſaid they dive for the future, with much greater 


eaſe than before. They have no apprehenſion 
that any ill conſequence can attend this vio- 
Tence offered to nature, ſince the bleeding ge- 
nerally ſtops of itſelf, and there is no danger 
of their ever being ſubje&t to it a ſecond 


time. 


Though the pearl oyſter was unfit for food, þ 
yet that diſappointment was ſufficiently recom-F 


penſed by the turtle, which the ſea furnithes at 
this iſland in the greateſt plenty and perfection. 
There are uſually reckoned four ſpecies of 
turtle, the loggerhead, the trunk turtle, the 
the haw'kſbill, and the green turtle. The two] 
flirſt are rank and unwholeſome; the hawk ſbill, 
which produces the tortoiſeſhell, is better than 
the other two, though but indifferent food; 
but the green turtle was generally eſteemed by 
the officers and ſailors, as affording the mot 
delicious repaſt, and they had the moſt 
convincing proof of its being wholeſome, 
from their feeding upon it near four months, 
without feeling any ill effects e pen ] 
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food. At this iſland they caught as many as 
they pleaſed, without the leaſt difficulty, for as 
they are an amphibious animal, they go on 
ſhore to lay their eggs, which they uſually de- 

poſit in a large hole in the ſand, juſt above 
high-water mark, and after having covered 
them, leave them to be hatched by the heat of 
the ſun, they therefore ordered ſeveral men to 
go upon the beach, who had nothing more to 
do than to turn them upon their backs, which 


prevented the turtle from getting away, after 


which they brought them off at leiſure ; by 
this means they were plentifully ſupplied, 
while they ſtaid on the iſland and carried a 
number of them to ſea, which was almoſt a 
| conſtant ſupply for the whole crew of freſh and 

2 palatable provifions ; for they generally weigh- 
ing about 200 lb. weight each, thoſe they took +» 
with them laſted till they had a freſh ſupply 


on the coaſt of Mexico, where they often ſaw 


great numbers of them in the heat of the day 
faſt aſleep, and floating on the ſurface of the 
water. Upon diſcovering them they generally 


ſent out a boat, in which was an expert diver, 


who, when the boat came within a few yards of 

the turtle, plunged into the water, and arifing' , 
cloſe by the tail, ſeized the ſhell, and preſſing 
down the hinder. parts, awakened the turtle, 
who ftriking with its feet, ſupported by that 
motion both itſelf and the diver, till the boat 
came and took them both in. By which ma- 
nagement they never wanted turtle for the ſuc- 
ceeding four months in which they continued 
at fea, yet in ſeven months from their leaving 
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Juan Fernandes to their anchoring in the har. 
bour of Chequetan, they buried ng more in the i 
whole ſquadron than two men, which 1s an 
undoubted proof, that the turtle on which they 
fed for the laſt four months of that time, is 
at leaſt an innocent, if not a ſalutary food. 

It is very remarkable that notwithſtanding 
the ſcarcity of other proviſions, on ſome part 
of tlie coaſt of the South Seas, a kind of food 
ſo very palatable, ſalubrious and plentiful 
as turtle, ſhould be eſteemed by the Spaniards 
as very unwholeſome, and to be little leſs than 
poiſonous. They had ſome Indian and negro 
{laves on board, whom they kept to aſſiſt in 


navigating the ihips, and theſe being poſlefied | 


with the prejudices of the country they came 
from, were aſtoniſhed at ſeeing them feed on 
turtle, being fully perſuaded that it would 
prove mortal; but finding that none of them 
died, nor were in the leaſt difordered by con- 
tinuing this diet, they ventured to taſte it, and 
at laſt with great reluctance eat it, though 


very ſparingly, but the reliſh improving upon 


them by degrees, they at laſt grew ſo fond of it, 


as to prefer it to every other kind of food, and 


often congratulated each other on the luxurious 
and plentiful repaſts it would always be in their 
power to procure, when they ſhould return back 
to their country. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


F They fail from Quibo to the Coaſt of Mexico; 
_ cize ef the Port of Acapulco for the Manila 
Hip, and then Jail to the Harbour of Che- 
Ws - quetan. 


Aving left the iſland on the th of De- 
cember in the morning, after having ſtaid 
there only three days, they again put to fea in 
order to look for the Glouceſter, who had ſe- 
parated from them on their firſt arrival, and the 
next day diſcovered a ſmall fail, to which they 
gave Chace, and coming up with her took her. 
She was a bark from Panama, named the 7e/u 
Nazareno, and had nothing on board but a ton 
of rock ſalt, ſome oakum, and between 30 and 
40 pounds in ſpecie. On the 12th of Decem- 
=: they came up with the Glouceſter, who had 
rung her fore-top-maſt, and having ſcuttled 
and ſunk the Je Nazarene, the Commodore 
= d-livered freſh inſtructions to the Captains of 
che men of war and commanders of the prizes, 
appointing the rendezvouſes they were to 
make, and the courſes they were to ſteer in 
caſe of a ſeparation, in which they were di- 
rected to ule all poſſible diſpatch in getting to 
the northward of the harbour of Acapulco, 
Theſe orders being diſtributed to the ſhips, 
they had little doubt of ſoon arriving at their 
intended ſtation, as they expected to fall in mm 
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the regular trade wind; but to their great 
vexation, they were baffled for near a month 
by tempeſtuous weather, dead calms, and heavy 
rains, and at length began to deſpair of ſucceed- 
ing in the great purpoſe they had in view, 
that of intercepting the Manila galleon, which 
produced a general dejection; but at length 
their deſpondency was ſomewhat alleviated by 
a favourable change of the wind, upon which 
the Centurion took the Carmelo in tow, as the 
Glouceſter did the Carmin, and this wind which 
blew from the north-eaſt, the next day con- 
tinued ſo briſk and ſteady, that they had no 
doubt of its being the true trade wind. This 
revived their hopes, for though the uſual time 
of the galleon's arrival at Acapulco was already 
elapſed, they were ſo unreaſonable as to flatter 
themſelves, that ſome accidental delay might 
have lengthened her paſſage. 

On the 26th of January, being to the 
northward of Acapulco, they tacked and ſtood 
to the eaſtward, with a view of making the 
land, which they expected to fall in with on 
the 28th; but though the weather was then 
perfectly clear, they could not diſcern it. A- 
bout ten at night the Centurion diſcovered a 
light on the larboard bow, and the Tryal“s 
Prize, who was about a mile a-head, made 
a ſignal for ſeeing a fail. As nobody on 
board doubted but what they ſaw was a ſhip's 
light, they were all animated with a firm per- 
ſuaſion, that it was the Manila galleon ; and 
what added to their alacrity, was their expec- 


tation of meeting with two of them inſtead of 
Oy one; 
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one ; for they took it for granted, that the 
light in view was carried on the top of one 
hip, for a direction to her conſort. The 
Centurion therefore caſt off the Carmelo, and 
preſſed forward with all her canvas, making a 
BS inal for the Gloucgſter to do the ſame, and thus 
WW they chaced the light, under the expectation 
of engaging within half an hour, ſometimes 
imagining the chace to be about a mile diſtant, 
and at others, within reach of their guns; for 
ſome on board poſitively aſſerted, that they could 
plainly diſcern her fails. The Commodore 
himſelf was ſo fully perſuaded, that he ſhouid 
ſoon come up with her, that he ſent for his 
fir Lieutenant, who commanded between 
decks, and ordered him to ſee all the great 
guns loaded with two round ſhot for the firſt 
broadſide, and after that with one round ſhot 
and one grape, and ſtrictly charged him not 
RS to ſuffer a gun to be fired till he ſhould give 
orders, which he told the Lieutenant would 
not be till they arrived within piſtol ſhot of the 
enemy. In this conſtant and eager expectati- 
on, they continued all night, conſtantly pre- 
ſuming that another quarter of an hour would 
bring them up with the Manila ſhip, whoſe 
wealth and that of her ſuppoſed conſort, they 
now eſtimated by round millions; but alas! 
at day-break they diſcovered, to their great 
diſappointment, that all this buſtle and expec- 
tation was occaſioned by a fire upon a moun- 
tain, which continued burning for ſeveral days 
afterwards, and was probably no more than a 
Vo“. VII. M tract 
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tract of ſtubble or heath ſet on fire for the pur- 
pole of agriculture. _ | 
On the 12th of February the Commodore 
diſpatched the barge in ſearch of the harbour 
of Acapulco, and to diſcover whether the gal- 
leon was arrived, which returned on the 19th, 
when the officers informed the Commadore, 
that they had diſcovered the harbour, and 
that having got within the iſland that lies at the 
mouth of it, they were in great ſuſpence what 
to do; but while they were ignorant of their 
being in the very place they ſought for, they 
diſcerned a ſmall light near the ſurface of the 
+ water, on which plying their paddles and mov- 
ing towards it as ſilently as poſlible, they found 
it to be a fiſhing canoe, which they ſurpriſed 
with 3 negroes who belonged to it, and who, at 
firſt, attempted to jump over-board, but they 
were prevented by preſenting a piece at them, on 
which they ſubmitted, and were taken into the 
. barge; the canoe was turned a-drift againſt the 
face of a rock, where it would inevitably be daſh'd. 
to pieces by the fury of the ſea, which was done 
to deceive thoſe who might perhaps be ſent in 
ſearch of the canoe, who, on ſeeing only its 
remains, would immediately conclude that the 
people on board were drowned. 5 
_ © The Commodore having now theſe three 
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negroes in his poſſeſſion, was ſoon ſatisfied a- 
bout the moſt material points on which he had 
been long in ſuſpence. They told him that 
the galleon arrived at Acapuleo on the gth of 
January, old ſtile, but revived his hopes by | 
adding, that ſhe had delivered her cargo, and 

Was 
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was taking in water and proviſions in order to 
return, and that the viceroy of Mexico had by 


proclamation fixed her departure from Acapulco 


on the 14th of March new ſtile. This laſt 


news gave great joy to the officers and failors, 
-who had no doubt of her falling into their 
hands, and it would be of much greater ad- 
vantage to ſeize her on her return, than it 
would have been to have taken her before her 


arrival, as the ſpecie for which ſhe had fold her 


cargo, and which ſhe would now have on 
board, would be much more valuable than the 
- cargo itſelf, great part of which would be of 
no uſe to the Frglih. | 
- Being now fatisfied that the day was fixed 
for the departure of the galleon from Acapulco, 
they waited with the utmoſt impatience for 
that important moment. As they received 
this intelligence by the return of the barge on 
the 19th of February, and as the galleon was 
not to ſail till the 3d of March, the Commo- 
dore, in order to prevent his being ſeen from 
the ſhore, reſolved to continue the greateſt 
part 6f the intermediate time, on his preſent 
ſtation to the weſtward of Acapulco, and during 
tis interval the ſailors were employed in ſerub- 
bing and cleanſing the ſhip's bottoms, and in 
bringing them into the moſt advantageous 
trim, hs 
On the firſt of March, the time for the de- 


parture of the galleon drawing nigh, the Com- 


modore had all the ſhips ranged in a circular 
line, each ſhip being three leagues diſtant from 
the next, ſo that the Carmelo and the Carmin, 
os M 2 which 
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which were the two extremes, were 12 leagues co 
removed from each other, and as the galleon Þ ex 

might doubtleſs be diſcerned at ſix leagues 
diſtance from either extremity, the whole 

{weep of the ſquadron, within which nothing 
could paſs undiſcovered, was 24 leagues in ex- 
tent, and yet they were ſo connected by ſignals, 

as to be eaſily and ſpeedily informed of what 

was ſeen in any part of the line. To prevent 

even the poſſibility of the galleon's. eſcaping 

in the night, the two cutters belonging to 
the Centurion and Glouceſter were both manned 
and ſent in ſhore, and commanded to he at 
four or five leagues diſtance from the entrance 
of the port, where, upon account of their 
ſmallneſs, it would be impoſſible to diſcover 
them; but in the night, they were to ſtand 
nearer to the harbour's mouth, and as: the 
morning approached, to return back to their 

| .— + ſtation for the day. When the cutters ſhould 

diſcern the Mani/a ſhip, one of them was to 

return to the ſquadron to make a ſignal whe- 
ther the galleon ſtood to the eaſtward or the 

| weſtward, while the other was to follow the 

galleon at a diſtance; and if it grew dark 

to direct the ſquadron in their chace by ſhew- 

| ing falſe fires. "oo 

Et. In ſhort, having taken all poſſible methods 

to prevent the Manila ſhip from eſcaping, they 

waited with the utmoſt impatience for the 3d | 

of March; and that day no ſooner began to | 

dawn, than every perſon on board had his eyes | 

fixed towards Acapulco, and neither the duties | 

of the men on board, nor the calls of anger 6 
| GE | cou 
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could eaſily divert them from it ; but to their 
extreme vexation both that day and the ſuc- 
ceeding night paſſed -over without any news of 
the galleon. They however flattered them 
ſelves, that ſome unforeſeen accident, had oc- 
caſioned her departure to be deferred for a 
few days; which was not improbable, as it 


was uſual for the Viceroy to defer the time of 


her ſailing on the petition of the merchants. of 
Mexico. Thus they kept up their hopes and 
vigilance, and as the 7th of March was the 
beginning of paſſion- week, which is ſo ſtrict- 


ly obſerved by the Spaniards that no ſhip 1s 


permitted to ſtir out of port, they deferred 
their expectations till the week following, 
when their hopes became as ſanguine as ever; 
but in a week's time their eagerneſs greatly 
abated, a general dejection and deſpondency 
took place in its room, and the people began 
to be perſuaded, that the enemy had diſcover- 
ed their being on the coaſt. Indeed this opi- 
nion was but too juſt, for they afterwards 
learnt, that the barge had been ſeen from the 


ſhore, when ſhe had been ſent upon the diſ- 


covery of the port of Acapulco; and as no em- 
barkations but canoes ever frequented that 
coaſt, the Spaniards conſidered it as a ſufficient 
proof that the Engliſb ſquadron was not far di- 
ſtant, and therefore ſtopt the galleons till the 
ſucceeding year. 3 | 
The Commodore now formed a plan for the 
taking of Acapulco; but the town was too well 
defended, to be carried by an open attack, 
and therefore he propoſed to ſet fail in the 
| M3. 1 even- 
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evening, time enough to arrive at the port in 


the night ; and having boldly entered the har- 


bour's mouth, he intended to have put 200 
men on ſhore in his boats, who were imme 
diately to attempt the fort, while he with 


his ſhips were employed in firing upon the 
town and the other batteries. But when he 


began to enquire into ſuch circumſtances as 
were neceſſary to be conſidered, in order to 


conduct the execution of this plan, he found 


it was attended with an inſuperable difficulty, 
for nearer in-ſhore there was always a dead 
calm for the greateſt part of the night, and 
towards morning, when the gales ſprung up, 
it conſtantly blew off the land, which render- 
ed his arrival at Acapulco before day-light ab- 
folutely impoſſible. 


However, as there was yet no certain intel- 


hgence of their departure being deferred till 
the next year, the Commodore thought 1t pru- 
dent to continue cruizing on his preſent ftation 
as long as the neceſſary attention to his ftores 
of wood and water, and to the proper ſeaſon 
for his paſſage to China would give him leave. 


However, the cutters returning on the 24th 


of March, and all the ſhips being joined, the 
Commodore made a fignal to ſpeak with their 
commanders, when enquiry being made into 
the ſtock of freſh water remaining on board 
the ſquadron, it was found neceſſary to quit 
the ſtation in order to procure a freſh ſupply, 
and the harbour of Seguatancio or Chequetan, 
being the neareſt, it was reſolved to fail thi- 
thither, but leſt the galleon on having certain 
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intelligence of their being at Cheguetan, ſhould 
ſlip out to ſea, the Centurion's cutter, under the 
command of Mr. Hughes, the Lieutenant of 
the Tryal's Prize, was ordered to cruize 24 
days off the port of Acapulco, that if the gal- 
leon ſhould ſail in that interval, they might 

be ſpeedily informed of it. 3 . 
The ſquadron now plied to the weſt to gain 
their intended port, but being often interrupt- 
ed by ſtorms and adverſe currents, the men 


| were employed in theſe intervals in taking the 


moſt valuable part of the cargoes out of the 
Carmelo and Carmin prizes, which the Com- 
modore reſolved to deftroy as ſoon as they 
were cleared. On the firſt of April they were 
advanced ſo far towards Seguataneio, that the 
Commodore thought proper to ſend out two 
boats to diſcover the watering place, when 


they being gone ſome days, their water was ſo 


ſhort, that had they not met with a daily 
ſupply of turtle, which prevented their being 
confined, to ſalt proviſions, they muſt have fot. 
fered extremely in ſo warm a climate ; but 
their uneaſineſs was happily ended by the 
boats returning on the 5th of April, when 
they had not ten days water on board.; the 
whole fquadron, having about ſeven miles to 
the weſt of the rocks of Seguataneio, met with 
a place fit for their purpoſe, which appeared 


to be the port of Chequetan, and theſe boats be- 


ing ſent out again the next day to ſound the 
harbour and its entrance, returned with the 
report that it was free from danger, on which 
the ſquadron immediately ſtood for it, and 

| | 5 the 
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the Centurion and Glouce/ter caſt anchor . 


the ſame evening. a 
e e 
. 


| 4 Deſcription of the Harbour of Chequetan, 


and the adjacent Country. The Torpedo Fiſh, 
and other Animals and Vegetables of the Coun- 
try deſcribed. The 'Tryal's Prize the Carmelo 
ann Carmin ſcuttled and burnt. | 


HE port of Chequetan is a place of 
conſiderable conſequence, fince it is 

the only ſecure harbour except Acapulco in 
a vaſt extent of coaſt. It lies in 179 36 north 
latitude, and is about 30 leagues to the weſt- 


ward of Acapulco, from which laſt town there 


is a bank of ſand, which extends 18 leagues to 
the weſtward, againſt which the ſea breaks ſo 
violently, that it is impoſſible to land in any 
part of it with boats, yet the ground 1s ſo clean, 
that in the fair ſeaſon, ſhips may anchor at the 
diſtance of a mile or two from the ſhore. The 


land which joins to this beach is generally low, 


planted with a great number of trees, and 
full of villages, and on the tops of ſeveral ſmall 


eminences there are ſeveral watch-towers. 


The part which is cultivated extends ſome 
—_— back\into the country, where it ſeems 
to be bounded by a chain of mountains, which 


on either fide of Acapulco ſtretch to a conſider- 
able diſtance, and, indeed, the whole face 0 
CC 
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the country affords a very agreeable proſpect; 
but it is remarkable that in all this ex- 
tent, which appears the moſt populous and 
beſt planted of the whole coaſt, there are to be 
ſeen, neither boats nor canoes either for coaſt- 
ing, fiſhing, or for pleaſure ; which is probably 
| occaſioned by all kinds of ſmall craft being 
; prohibited by the government to prevent 
| ſmuggling. There 1s no other method of find- 
ö ing this harbour at a conſiderable diſtance from 
1 the coaſt, than that of making it by the lati- 
tude, for there are ſo many ranges of moun- 
tains within land, riſing one upon the back of 
the other, that no drawings of the appearance 
of the coaſt can be in the leaſt depended upon 
when off at ſea, for every trifling change of | 
diſtance, or variation of poſition, brings new i 
mountains in view, and produces different pro- 
ſpects. e 
As the country appeared to be ſo well peo- 
pled and cultivated, the Commodore was in 
hopes of eaſily procuring ſome freſh proviſions 1 
and other refreſhments, and therefore the 1 
morning after he came to an anchor, ordered a | 
party of 40 men well armed, to march into | 
the country to diſcover ſome town or vil- [ 
lage, and to ſettle a correſpondence with the » — || 
inhabitants ; for it was not- doubted, that if 
this intercourſe was but once begun, he | 
ſhould allure them to bring whatever fruits or { 
| 
| 


— = 


freſh proviſions were in their power. Theſe ' 

men were directed to behave with the greateſt 

circumſpection, and to ſhew as little appear- 

ance 5 any thing like hoſtility as . „ 
5 7 : ut 
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But this attempt to open on amiable traffick, 
with the inhabitants, proved ineffectual; for 
towards the evening, this party returned great- 
ly fatigued, by their unufual exerciſe, and 
ſome of them ſo far ſpent, that they had faint- 
ed on the road, and were obliged to be brought 
back, upon the ſhoulders of their companions, 
When they had proceeded near five miles from 
the harbour, the road divided between the 
mountains into two branches, one of which 
turned to the eaſt, and the other to the weſt, 
when agreeing to continue: their march along 
the eaſtern road, it led them into a large plain, on 
one ſide of which they diſcovered a ſentinel on 
horſeback, with a piſtol in his hand. When they 
firſt ſaw him, they ſuppoſed he was afleep, for 
his horſe ſtarted at the glittering of their arms, 
and ſuddenly turning round, run off with his 
maſter, who though he was very near. being 

4 unhorſed, recovered his ſeat, and eſcaped with 

only the loſs of his hat and his piſtol, - which 

he dropped on the ground. The party pur- 
ſued him in hopes of diſcovering the village, 

, or habitation to which he ſhould retreat; but 
after fatiguing themſelves in vain, ſoon loſt 
ſight of him. . 5 ; 

Being unwilling to return without making 
ſome diſcovery, they followed the track they 
were in, till the heat of the day 1 
and finding no water to quench their thirſt, 
they reſolved to return back; however, that 
no means might be left untried of procuring 

ſome intercourſe with the people, the officers 

„ſtuck up ſeveral poles in the road, to which 
. 5 5 were 
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were affixed declarations, written in Spaniſh, 
in order to encourage the inhabitants to come 
to the harbour to traffick with the ſquadron, 
and filled with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of a kind 
reception, and faithful payment for all the pro- 
viſions they brought. But this meaſure, how- 
ever prudent, was ineffectual, for none of the 


people came down to the ſhips during their 


continuance at the port of Cheguetan. | 

Upon this occaſion, it is proper to obſerve, 
in order to give ſome idea of the timidity of 
the inhabitants of this country ; that ſome time 
after the Commodore's arrival at Cheguetan, he 


ſent Lieutenant Brett, with two boats under his 


command, to examine the coaſt to the eaſt- 
ward, and particularly to make obſervations 
on the bay and watering-place of Petaplan. Mr. 
Brett was preparing to land with one of the 
boats towards the hill of Pataplan, when acci- 
dentally caſting his eyes acroſs the bay, he ob- 
ſerved on the oppoſite ftrand, three ſmall ſqua- 
drons of horſe, which ſecmed to advance to- 


| wards the place where hene propoſed to land. 


Upon which, though he had but fixteen men 
with him, he boldly put of the boat, and ftood 


over the bay, in order to face them, and was ſoon 


near enough to perceive that they were mount- ' 
ed on good horſes, and armed with carbines | 


and lances. On ſeeing him thus advance, they 
formed upon the beach, fired ſeveral diſtant 
ſhot at him as he drew near, and ſeemed de- 
termined to diſpute his landing, till at laſt the 
boat coming within a reaſonable diſtance from 
the moſt advanced ſquadron; Mr. Breit 9 

18 
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his men to fire, when this reſolute cavalry im- 
mediately fled with great confuſion, through a 
{mall opening into the wood. In this haſty 
flight, one of their horſes falling down, threw 
his rider, but both the man and horſe were 
ſoon up again, and followed the reſt. The 
two other ſquadrons, were in the mean time 
calm ſpectators of the rout of their comrades, 
for having halted on Mr. Brez?*s firſt approach, 
they continued drawn up at a great diſtance 
behind, out of the reach of the ſhot. Had 
theſe men concealed themſelves till the boat's 
crew were landed, it is ſcarcely poſſible but 
they muſt all have fallen into their hands, as 
the Spaniards amounted to near 200, and the 
whole number with Mr. Brett was only ſixteen. 

The Commodore finding his attempt to pre- 
vail on the people to furniſh the ſquadron 
_ with neceſſaries unſucceſsful], deſiſted from any 
other endeavours of that kind, and the peo- 
ple were contented with what they could pro- 
cure for themſelves in the neighbourhood of the 
port where they caught breams, oavallies, ſoals, 
mullets, hddle-fiſh, ſea- eggs and lobſters, and 
in this place alone, they met with that remark- 
able fiſh called the torpedo, which is a flat 
fiſh, like a thornback, and ſo nearly re- 
ſembles the fiddle-fiſh, that it can be only di- 
ſtinguiſhed from it by a brown circular ſpot, 
of the ſize of a crown piece near the center of its 
back. The tropedo poduces very ſurpriſing ef- 
fects on the human frame. For whoever handles 
or even ſets his foot upon it, is immediately 


ſeized with a numbneſs over his whole > 
| | | ut 
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but more particularly in that limb, which was 


in immediate contact with it. Mr. Valter, ob- 
ſerves, that he himſelf had a conſiderable de- 


gree of numbneſs conveyed to his right arm, 


by touching it for a ſhort time with a walking 
cane, and he makes no doubt but that he 
ſhould have been much more ſenſibly affected, 
had not the fiſh been almoſt at the point of 
death, when he made the experiment ; ſince 
it is obſervable, that this influence acts with 


moſt vigour upon the fiſh's being firſt taken 


„ 


out of the water, and entirely ceaſes as ſoon 
as it is dead, when it may be handled, or even 
eaten without the leaſt inconvenience. 'The 
numbneſs of Mr. Walter's arm, upon this oc- 
caſion, diminiſhed gradually, ſo that he had 
ſome remains of it till the next day. | 
The principal animals they met with on 
ſhore were guanoes, with which the country 
abounds, and by ſome are reckoned delicious 
food. They ſaw no other beaſts of prey but 
alligators, none -of which were very large. 
They were however convinced that there were 
many tygers in the woods, though none of 
them came in ſight, for every morning the 


2— 


prints of their feet were very viſible on the 


beach near the watering- place, but they ap- 
prehended no danger from them, ſince they are 
not near ſo fierce. as the African or Aſiatic ty- 


gers, and are ſeldom, if ever known to attack 


mankind. They had plenty of birds, and par- 
ticularly pheaſants of various kinds, ſome of 
which were remarkably large, but they were 
all dry and taſteleſs food. They frequenty kil- 
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led parrots for food, and ſaw a great variety of 


{mall birds. | | 
They found great ſcarcity of fruits and ve- 
| 33 refreſhments and theſe were not of the 
eſt kinds. T'is true, there were a few buſhes 
ſcattered about the woods, which ſupplied the 
ſquadron with limes, hut the men could ſcarce- 
ly procure enough for their preſent uſe. 'There 
was alſo a ſmall plumb of an agreeable acid, 
which in 7amaica is called the hog-plumb, and 
another fruit called a papah, and theſe were the 
only fruits to be found in the woods; nor was 
there any other vegetable worth notice, except 
brook-lime, which grows near the freſh water 
banks in preat quantities, though it was ex- 
tremely bitter, and unpalatable, yet as it was 
eſteemed an antiſcorbutic, they frequently fed 
upon it. | 
During their ſtay at this place, an incident 


happened, which proved the means of convin- 


cing their friends in England of their ſafety. 
From the harbour of Cheguetan, there was but 
one narrow path, which led through the woods 
into the country, and was the only avenue by 
which the Spariards could approach them, and 
therefore to prevent their being diſturbed by 
any ſudden attack of the enemy's horſe, and to 
hinder the people from fraggling ſingly into the 
country, where they might be ſurpriſed by the 


Spaniards, the Commodore cauſed ſeveral large 
trees to be felled, and laid one upon another 
a-croſs the path, at ſome diſtance beyond the 
ſpring-head ; and at this barricadoe, they con- 
ſtantly kept a guard, which had orders to let 

no 


r 


But notwithſtanding the precaution, Lewes Legen, 
the Commodore's cook was miſſing, and he be- 
ing a Frenchman,and under the ſuſpicion of be- 
ing a papiſt, it was at firſt e that he had 

deſerted, with a view of bewaying all he knew 
to the enemy, though by the event, this was 
found to be an ill- grounded ſurmiſe; for he 
had been taken by — Indians, who had car- 

ried him priſoner to Acapulco, whence he was 
ſent to Mexico, and thence to Vera Crux, where 
he was put on board a veſſel bound to Old 


Spain. But this veſſel being by ſome accident 


obliged to put into Liſton, Leger eſcaped 
on ſhore, and was ſent from thence by the 


Britiſh Conſul to England, where he brought 


the firſt authentic account of the Commodore's 
ſafety, and of his principal tranſactions in the 
South Seas. Tp r ve 
The account he gave of his ſeizure was, that 
he had rambled into the woods at ſome di- 
ſtance from the barricadoe, where he had at firſt 
attempted to paſs, but had been ſtopt, and 
threatned to be puniſhed. That his principal 


view was to gather a quantity of limes for his 


maſter's ſtore ; but while he was thus employ- 
ed, he was ſuddenly ſurpriſed by four Indians 
who {tripped him naked, and in that condition 
conducted him to Acapulco, where he was ex- 
poſed to the ſcorching heat of the ſun, which 
then ſhone with its greateſt violence : That his 


| treatment in priſon at Mexico was very ſevere, 


and that all the time of his captivity, the Spa- 
niards gave him a continual proof of the ha- 
. | N 2 tred 
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tred they bear to all who endeavour to diſturb 


them on the coaſts of the South Seas. 
It muſt here be obſerved, that though the 


enemy never appeared in view, while the ſqua- 
dron lay at anchor in the harbour, yet thoſe 
on board could eaſily perceive, that large par- 
ties of them were encamped in the woods; for 
they could ſee their ſmokes; and juſt before 
they left the place, they ſeemed by the increaſe 
of their fires, to have had a large reinforce- 
ment. | | 

They here compleated the unloading of the 
Carmelo and Carmin, out of which they only 
took the indico, cocoa, and cochineal, with 


| ſome iron for ballaſt, though they did not a- 


mount to a tenth of their cagoes, and the un- 
loading of theſe prizes, together with the 


wooding and watering being compleated, the 


Tryal's Prize, with the Carmelo and Carmin were 


towed on ſhore, and ſcuttled on the 27th of 


April, and a quantity of combuſtible ma- 


* terials were diſtributed in their upper works; | 


the next morning the Centurion and Glouceſter 
weighed anchor, when having reached the 
offing, one of the boats was diſpatched back 
to ſet fire to the prizes, which was according- 


ly executed. | 


'This being done a canoe was left fixed to a 
grapnel in the midſt of the harbour, in which 
was a bottle well corked, containing a letter to 
Mr. Hughes, who commanded the cutter, which 


Rad been ordered to cruiſe before the port | 


of Acapulco, when the ſquadron quitted that 
tation, This letter directed Mr. Hughes to re- 
| turn 
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turn to his former ſtation, where he would find 
Mr. Anſon, who reſolved to cruize for him there 
a certain number of days, after which it was 
added, that the Commodore would return to 
the ſouthward to join the reſt of the ſquadron. 
Theſe laſt words were inſerted to deceive the 
Spamards in caſe they got the canoe in their 
poſſeſſion, as they afterwards learned that they 
did, but could not impoſe on Mr. Huzhes, who 
was ſenſible that the Commodore had no other 
ſquadron to join, nor the leaſt intention o 

ſteering back to Peru. F 

As they had now no farther views in the 


American ſeas, it was no ſmall mortification to 


them to be detained by tke abſence of the cut- 
ter, the time of whoſe return was now conſi- 
derably elapſed, and this made it neceſſary for 
them to ſail towards Acapulco in ſearch of her, 
and, indeed, it was ſuſpected that ſhe had been 
diſcovered from the ſhore, and that the governor 
of Acapulco had ſent out a ſufficient force to 
ſeize her, which was no very difficult enter- 
priſe as ſhe carried but fix hands. This how- 
ever being only conjecture, the Commodore 


ſtood along the coaſt to the eaſtward in ſearch 


of her, and to prevent her paſſing by in the 
dark brought to every night. The Gloucefter 
who was ſtationed a league nearer the ſhore . 
than the Centurion, carried a light, which if 
the cutter kept along ſhore, ſhe w ould nor fail 
of perceiving it, and as a further ſecurity, Soth 


the Centurion and Glouceſter altern ately ſhewed 
two falſe fires every half hour. 
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Being atlength advanced within three leagues 

of Acapulco, without ſeeing the cutter, they 

gave her over for loſt, which beſides their com- 


paſſion for their ſhip-mates on account of what 
they might have ſuffered, was a misfortune 
which greatly concerned them on account of 
their ſcarcity of hands, fince the cutter's crew 
cConſiſted of fix men, and the Lieutenant, who 


were picked out for the ſervice, and were ſkil- 


ful ſeamen, and every one of them of tried. 


reſolution. However as 1t was _— be- 
lieved that they were taken and carried into 


Acapulco, the Commodore as he had many Spa- 


nihh and Indian priſoners and ſick negroes in his 


poſſeſſion, wrote a letter the ſame day to the 
Governor of that town to inform him, that he 


would releaſe them all, provided the Governor 
would only return the cutter's crew. This 
letter was carried by a Spar officer, who was 
furniſhed with a launch belonging to one of the 
prizes, and a crew of ſix other priſoners, who 


gave their parole for their return. The Spa- 


niſb officer alſo carried with him a petition ſign- 
ed by all the other priſoners, beſeeching the 
Governor to comply with the terms propoſed 
for their liberty. _ 

From the number of the priſoners, and the 

uality of ſome of them, it was not doubted 
that the Governor would readily agree to Mr. 
Anſon's propoſal ; and, therefore, they kept 
near the land in order to receive an anſwer at 
the limitted time, but both on that day and the 
day following, they were driven ſo far out to 


ſea that they could not expeQ any anſwer to 
| N reach 
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reach them, and the fourth day after the pro- 
ofal was ſent, they were fourteen leagues from 
the harbour of Acapulco, but the wind being 
favourable they preſſed forwards with all their 
ſail, and hoped to get within the land that af- 
tern en. !. 15 
While they were thus ſtanding the ſentinel 
from the maſt- head, called out that he ſaw 
a boat under fail at a conſiderable diſtance to 
the ſouth-eaſt. This they did not doubt con- 
tained the Governor's anſwer to the Commo- 


dore's meſſage, and inſtantly edged towards 
her; but on their nearer approach, they found 


to their unſpeakable joy, that it was their own 
cutter. While at a diſtance, they imagined 
that ſhe had been diſcharged by the Governor 


out of the port of Acapulco; but when ſhe 


drew nearer, the pale and meagre countenances 
of the crew, the length of their beards, and 


the feeble tone of their voices convinced every . 


one that they had endured much greater hard- 
ſhips than they could have ſuffered, even from 


the ſeverities of a Spar priſon. They were 


obliged to be helped into the ſhip, and to be 
inſtantly put to bed, but by reſt and the nou- 
riſhing diet with which they were plentifully 
ſupplied from the Commodore's table, they re- 
covered their health and vigour. | 

Theſe poor men had kept the ſea the whole 
time of their abſence, which was above ſix 
weeks, When they had finiſhed their cruize 
before Acapulco, they begun to ply to the weſt- 
ward in order to join the ſquadron, but a ſtrong 


adverſe current forced them down the coaſt to 
1 the 
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the eaſtward, and at length their water being 
all expended, they were obliged to ſearch the 
coaſt farther to the eaſtward in queſt of a con- 
venient landing-place, in order to get a freſh 
ſupply. But in this diſtreſs they ran upwards 


of * 89 leagues to the leeward, but every 


where found ſo large a ſurf, that there was not 
the leaſt poſſibility of their landing. Some days 
they paſſed in this dreadful fituation, during 
which they had no other means of allaying their 


thirſt, than catching turtle and ſucking their 


blood, till at laſt the heat of the climate ren- 
dering their ſufferings inſupportable, they a- 
bandoned themſelves. to deſpair, from the firm 
belief, that they ſhould periſh by the moſt ter- 
rible of all deaths; but in this dreadful exi- 


| gence, providence ſent them a moſt unexpected 


relief, for there fell ſo heavy a rain, that on 


ſpreading their ſails horizontally, and pony 


bullets in the centres of them to draw them to 
a point, they caught as much water as filled 
all their caſks, and immediately upon this hap- 
py ſupply, being favoured by a ftrong current, 
they ſtood to the weſtward in queſt of the Com- 
modore, and joined the Centurion in leſs than 
50 hours, after an abſence of 43 days. 

Mr. An/on now reſolved not to diſappoint 
the hopes of the priſoners; but to reſtore them 
to the E he had promiſed them, and there- 


. The Buccaneer awriters have had the afſur- 
ance to pretend that there are harbours and conve- 


nient watering-places within theſe limits. 


fore, | 
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fore, they were all immediately embarked in 
two launches which had belonged to the prizes, 
and leaſt the wind ſhould prove unfavourable, 
they were allowed a ftock of water and pro- 
viſions. Thoſe releaſed were 57 in number, the 
greateſt part of them being Spaniards, and the 


| reſt Indians and lick negroes ; but as the crews 


were very weak, Mr. 4»/on kept the ſtouteſt 
of the negroes, a few Indians and the Mulattoes. 
They afterwards learnt that the two launches » 
arrived ſafe at Acapulco, where all the priſoners * 
extolled the humanity with which they had 
been treated. But before their arrival, the 
Governor it ſeems had returned an obliging 
anſwer to the Commodore's letter, and at the 


ſame time ſent out two boats laden with the 


choiceſt refreſhments, and proviſions, that could 
be procured at Acapulco: But the boats not 
finding the Engliſb ſhips, were at length obliged. 
to return, after meeting with a ſtorm, in which 
they were forced to throw all their proviſions 
overboard, 
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_ The Centurion and Glouceſter depart for China, 

and again loſe many Hands by the Scuray, 
The Glouceſter di/abled by a Storm and burnt, 
Their arrival at Tinian. 4 Deſcription of 
that Hand. The Centurion drove out to 
Sea. + 


4 HE IR ſending away the priſoners was 
the laſt tranſaction on the American coaſt, 
for immediately on their parting with them, 
the Centurion and Glonceſter made ſail to the 
ſouth-weſt with a view of meeting with a north- 
eaſt trade wind, which the accounts of former h 
writers had taught them to expe& at the di- F 
ſtance of 70 or 80 leagues from the land, and t 
on the 6th of May, they for the laſt time loſt 2 
ſight of the mountains of Mexico, with the fl 
hopes of reaching the eaſtermoſt iſles of Aa in it 


4 


two months. Notwithſtanding all their en- 1 
deavours to come in with the trade winds by el 
getting into the latitude of 13 or 14 __— tl 
north, where the Pacific Ocean is moſt uſually al 
croſſed, all their efforts proved unſucceſsful, ſo | 
that it was ſeven weeks from their leaving tr 


„the coaſt till they got into the true trade wind. or 
By this time both ſhips became extremely FE 
| crazy, and ſoon after a ſpring was diſcovered ot 
— 5 8 
| in the fore-maſt of the Centurion, and no ſooner th 
» Was it ſecured by the carpenter's fiſhing it, * th 
* | the 
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the Glouceſter made a ſignal of diſtreſs, and in- 
formed the Commodore that ſhe had fo dan- 
gerous a ſpring in the main-maſt, that ſhe 
could not carry any ſail upon it, and that being 
exceſſively rotten, it was found neceflary to cut 
part of it away. Theſe accidents occafioning 
delay, and the ſcurvy beginning to make freſh 
havock amongſt the people, they began to be 
in the greateſt anxiety about their future ſafety, 
and to preſent before their eyes the melancholly 
proſpect either of dying with the ſcurvy, or 
of periſhing with the ſhip for want of hands to 
navigate her. They had indeed been willing to 
believe that in this warm climate ſo different 
from that they had felt in paſſing round Cape 
Horn, the violence of this diſeaſe and its fata- 
lity might in ſome degree be mitigated. It 
had been generally preſumed that ſupplies of 
water and freſh proviſions effectually prevented 
this diſtemper, and that keeping the ſhips clean 
and airy between decks, were even alone ſuf- 
ficient to prevent the ſcurvy, or to mitigate 
its virulence. But though they had a conſider- 
able ſtock of freſh proviſions aboard, which were 
the hogs and fowls taken at Payta, though 
they almoſt daily caught abundance of dolphins, 
albicores, and bonitos, and the unſettled ſea- 
ſon that deprived them of the benefit of the 


trade wind proved ſo rainy, that they were 


enabled to fill their water caſks as faſt as they 
were emptied, and each man had five pints 
of water conſtantly allowed him every day; 
tho* freſh proviſions were diſtributed amongſt 


the ſick, and the whole crew often fed u = 
9 
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run they kept all their ports open, and took 
1 uncommon. pains in ſweetening the'ſhips, yet 
4 nothing could ſtop the progreſs or abate the 
| maligntty of the diſeaſe. 

At length upon their reaching the trade 
wind, which ſettled between the north and 
eaſt, it ſeldom blew with ſuch ftrength, but 
that the Centurion might have carried all her 

' ſmall fails abroad without the leaſt danger, fo 
» + that ſhe might have, run down the longitude 


her main-maſt, failed ſo very heavily, that the 
dre loſt little leſs than a month by attend- 
upon her, and at length being entirely 

a ai abled by a ſtorm, the Commodore, after 
5 having her examined, ſent an order to Captain 
Mitchel to put his people on board the Cen- 
turion, as expeditiouſly as poſſible, which was 
immediately performed, and it was with the 
greateſt difficulty, that the prize money, which 
the Glouceſter had taken in the South Seas, was 
ſecured and ſent on board the Centurion; but 
the prize goods in the Gleuceſter, which a- 
mounted to. ſeveral thouſand pounds value, 
were entirely loſt, nor could any more provi- 
ſions be got out, than five caſks of flour, three 
of. which were ſpoilt by the ſalt water. When 
this was performed, her crew were ſo greatly 

'& reduced by the ſcurvy, that ſhe had only 77 
| men, 18 boys and two priſoners alive, but of 
+ which number there were no more that 16 meu 
and 11 boys able to keep the deck, and ſeveral 


of theſe were very ill. The Glouceſter was 
| 5 cleared 
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fiſh, and though during the latter part of the 


# apace, but the Glouceſter by loſing the beſt part of 
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cleared of every thing that was propoſed to be 


removed on the 15th of Auguſt, and then ſet 
on fire ; but ſhe continued burning the whole 


night, ſo that though her guns fired ſucceſſively , , 


as the flames reached them, yet ſhe did not 
blow up till fix in the morning, when the- 
Centurion was about four leagues diſtant. The 
report ſhe made was but ſmall, though the 
blaſt produced a very black pillar of ſmoke, 
which ſhot up to a very conſiderable height in 
the alt ³ Ä 45% 

The Centurion being now freed from the de- 
lays occaſioned by the frequent diſaſters which 
happened to the Glouceſter, might have been 
expected to have proceeded much briſker then 
ſhe had hitherto done; but the, people on 
board that ſhip had ſtill great diſtreſſes to 
ſtruggle with; for the ſtorm, which had proved 
ſo fatal to that veſſel, had driven them to the 
northward of their intended courſe, and the 
current ſetting the ſame way after the weather 
had abated, had forced them a degree or two 
farther, ſo that they were near four degrees to - 


| the north of the parallel they had propoſed to 


keep, in order to reach the iſland of Guam, 
and as they were ignorant how near they 
were to the meridian of the Ladrones, they ap- 


z prehended that they might be driven to the 


leeward of them by the current without per- 
ceiving them. In which caſe, the only land 
they could make, would be ſome of the 
eaſtern parts of A4/fa, where the weſtern mon- 


Joon, being in its full force, it would be im- 


poſſible for them to get in, and indeed, they 
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were in ſuch a languiſhing condition, that they 
could expect nothing but their being deſtroyed 
by the ſcurvy, long before they could compleat 
ſo extenſive a navigation. For now no day 
paſſed in which they did not bury eight-or ten, 
and ſometimes 12 of their men, and thoſe who 


had ſtill continued healthy began to ſicken 


apace. To add to their diſtreſs, they had a 
very conſiderable leak, which, however, was 
at laſt diſcovered, and though it was found 
impoſſible to ſtop it, it was at length re- 
duced. | Eg 

They had conſidered the calm during which 
the currents had driven them to the north, as 
a dreadful misfortune ; but a gale ſpringing up 
from the ſouth-weſt, rendered their condition 
ſtill worſe, as it was directly oppoſite to the 


Courſe they deſired to ſteer. However, on the 


22d of Auguſt, they had the ſatisfaction to find 
that the current was ſhifted and ſet them to 
the ſouthward, and the next morning at day- 


break, they were cheared with the fight of two 


iſlands to the weſt. As they had till then been 
ſeized with an univerſal dejection, from their 
almoſt deſpairing of ever again ſeeing land, 
this diſcovery raiſed their drooping ſpirits, 
and gave them inexpreſſible joy. The neareſt 
of theſe iſlands was Anatacan, which appeared 
to be full 15 leagues diſtance, and ſeemed to 
be high land, the other was the iſland of Se- 
rigan, which had the appearance of a rock. 


They were very impatient to get in with the 


neareſt iſland, where they hoped to find. an- 
choring ground, and refreſhment for their = ; 
N ut 
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but the wind proving variable they advanced 
but ſlowly. However, the next day at noon, 
they were within four miles of Auatacan, when 
the boat was ſent our to examine the anchoring 
ground, and the produce of the place, but in 


the evening when the boat returned, they 


were informed, that there was no road for a 
ſhip to anchor i in; that ſome of the crew had 
with difficulty landed, -and found that the 
ground was every where covered with a kind 
of wild cane or ruſh ; that they had ſeen groves 
of cocoa-nut trees ; but had met with no water. 
This account occaſioned a general melancholly, 
and their deſpondency was increaſed, when as 
they were plying under their top- -ſails, in order 
to get nearer to the iſland with an intention of 
ſending the boat on ſhore to get cocoa-nuts 
for the refreſhment of the ſick, 'the wind blew 
ſo ſtrong off ſhore, that they were driven too 
far to the ſouthward to venture to ſend off 
their boat, and now the only. means of pre- 


| ſerving them from periſhing were their falling 


in with ſome other of the Ladrone iſlands. But 
as their knowledge of them was extremely im- 
perfect, they were to truſt intirely to chance 
for their guidance: 

On the 26th of Auguſt in the morning they 


loſt ſight of the iſland of Anatacan, dreading * 


that it was the laſt land they ſhould ever ſee ; 
but the next morning they diſcovered- to the 
eaſtward three other iſlands, at between 10 and 
14 leagues diſtance, which were the iſlands of 
Saypan, Tinian, and Aguigan, upon which they 
immediately ſteered towards Tinian, the middle- 
O02 moſt 
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moſt of the three; but had ſuch a calm, that 
though they were aſſiſted by the currents, they 
were the next morning advanced no nearer 
than within five leagues of it. They how- 
ever kept on their courſe, and about ten o'clock 
perceived a proa under fail between Tinian 
and Aguigan. As this gave them reaſon to 
believe that theſe iſlands were inhabited, and 
they well knew that the Spaniards had always 
an armed force at Guam, they muſtered all 
their hands that were capable of ſtanding to 
their arms, in order to diſguiſe their wretched 
circumſtances, and the more eafily to procure 
intelligence, thewed Spaniſb colours, and hoiſted 
a red flag at the fore-top-maſt-head, hoping 
by this means to make the Centurion paſs for 
the Manila galleon, and to decoy ſome of the 
inhabitants on board. At three in the after- 
noon the Commodore ſent the cutter to find 
out a proper birth for the ſhip, and it was ſoon 
perceived that a proa taking the Centurion for 
the Manila ſhip, put off from the iſland to meet 
the cutter, and the cutter returning with the 
roa in tow, the pinnace was inſtantly ſent to 
bring the priſoners on board. Thoſe taken 
were a Spaniard and four Indians, and the 
Spaniard being immediately examined, his ac- 
count of the iſland ſurpaſſed their moſt ſan- 
uine hopes. He informed them that it was un- 
inhabited, which, conſidering their defenceleſs 
condition, was of great conſequence to them, 
and yet that there were wanting but fe of the 
accommodations that might be procured in the 
moſt cultivated country. That there was 
— plenty 
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plenty of good water, and an incredible num- 
ber of cattle, hogs, and poultry, running wild, 
and all of them excellent in their kind; that 
the woods afforded- great plenty of lemons, 
' limes, ſweet and ſour oranges, and cocoa- nuts, 
| beſides a fruit peculiar to theſe iſlands, which 
ſerved inſtead of bread, and that the Spaniards 
at Guam made uſe of the ifland as a itore for 
ſupplying the garriſon, on which account he 
was ſent thither with two Indians to jerk beef, 
which he was to carry to Guam in a ſmall bar 
that lay at anchor near the ſhore. 1 
This account was received with inexpreſſible 
Joy, and they were now near enough to per- 
ceive large herds of cattle feeding in different 
parts of the iſland, and the appearance of the 
ſhore would not ſuffer them to doubt of the 
reſt of his narration. The proſpe& of the 
country, inſtead of reſembling a place uninha- 
bited and without cultivation, ſeemed to be 
laid out with great {kill in ſpacious lawns, and 
ſtately woods, and the whole ſo artfully com- 
bined, and ſo judiciouſly adapted to the ſlopes 
of the hills and the inequalities of the ground, 
as to produce a moſt ſtriking effect, and to do 
honour to the invention of the contriver. Thus 
were they providentially brought to this de- 
lightful iſland, by means, which they at firſt ſight 
had conſidered as the greateſt of misfortunes z_ 
for had they not been driven by thoſe contrary. 
winds and currents which had filled them with | 
the moſt terrible apprehenſions, to the north- 
ward of their courſe, they would in all proba- 


bility have miſſed of this ſpot, where alone, all 
O 3 | their 
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their wants could be fully relieved, the ſick 
recovered, and their enfeebled crew once more 


refreſhed, and enabled to purſue their voyage. 


The Commodore being now ſollicitous to 
hinder the Governor of Guam from obtaining 
intelligence of his arrival, reſolved to endea- 
vour, if poſſible, to prevent the eſcape of the 
Indians, and therefore diſpatched the pinnace 
to ſecure the bark, which he was told was the 
only veſſel at the iſland, and at about eight in 
the evening, they caſt anchor in 22 fathom; 
but though the weather was almoſt calm, and 
all the vigour and ſpirit poſſeſſed by the crew 
were exerted on their going to take poſſeſſion 
of this little terreftrial paradiſe, they were ſo 
weakened by the crews of the cutter and pin- 
nace being ſent on ſhore, that they were full 
five hours in furling the ſails, and even includ- 
ing thoſe who were abſent with the boats, and 
ſome Indians and negroes, all the hands, they 
could muſter, capable of ſtanding at a gun, 
were only 71, moſt of whom were incapable 
of duty, except on extraordinary occaſions, 
and theſe were all that could be collected from 
the united crews of the Centurion, the Glou- 
cefter, the Tryal and Anna pink, which con- 
ſiſted of about 1000 hands on their departure 
from England. "FARES | 
As the Commodore was not certain what 
_ oppoſition might be made by the Indians on 
the iſland, he ſent a party well armed on ſhore 
the next morning to ſecure the landing place, 
which was done without the leaſt difficulty. 


For the Indians having the night before per- 
| | ceived 
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ceived by the ſeizure of the bark, that they 
were enemies, immediately fled into the woods. 
This party found on ſhore many huts, which 
ſaved the ſailors the trouble of erecting tents, and 
one of theſe which was uſed for a ſtore-houſe, 
being 20 yards long and 15 broad, was inſtant- 


ly cleared of ſome jerked beef, converted into an 


hoſpital, and as ſoon as it was ready, the ſick, 

who amounted to 128, were brought on ſhore. 
Numbers of theſe were ſo helpleſs, that the 
men were obliged to carry them from the 
boats to the hoſpital upon their ſhoulders, in 
which humane employment, the Commodore 
again, and every one of his officers without 
diſtinction, were engaged; but notwithſtanding 
the extreme debility of the greateſt part of the 
fick, they in a ſurpriſing manner ſoon felt the 
falutary influence of the land ; for though 2r 
men were buried on that, and the following 
day, yet during the whole two months in 
which they ftaid there, they did not loſe above 
ten more. For the fick reaped ſuch benefit 
from the fruits of the iſland, and in particular 
thoſe of the acid kind, that within a week 
moſt of them were ſo recovered, as to be able 
to move about without aſſiſtance. 

The iſland of Tinian hes in the latitude of 
159. 8“. north, and in 114%. 500. weft longitude 
from Acapulco. It is about 12 miles 1n length, 

and half as mu.h in breadth. The land riſes 
in gentle ſlopes from the b-ach to the middle 
of the iſland ; but its aſcent is frequently in- 
terrupted b valleys of an eaſy deſcent, many 
of which wind irregularly though the country. 


Theſe 


| 152 Commodore Ans0xn's VOYAGE 


| 282 Theſe vallies, and the gradual ſwellings of the 


ground to which their different combinations 
- gave. riſe, are beautifully diverſified, by the 
mutual approach of woods and lawns, which 
border upon each other, and in large tracts 
traverſe the iſland. The woods are compoſed 
of tall and ſpreading trees, moſt of which are 
worthy of being admired, either for their fruit 
or for their beauty. While the lawns are ge- 
nerally of a conſiderable breadth, and covered 
with a clean and uniform turf, compoſed of 
a very fine trefoil, intermixed with a va- 
riety of flowers. In many places the woods 
are open, and free from all buſhes and under- 

wood. So that on the borders of the lawns, 
neither ſhrubs nor weeds are to be ſeen, and 
the neatneſs of the adjacent turf is frequently 
extended to a conſiderable diſtance under the 
hollow ſhade. formed by the trees. Hence 
aroſe a great variety of the moſt elegant and 
entertaining proſpects, according to the differ- 


ent blendings of theſe woods and lawns, as | 


they ſpread themſelves through the valleys and 
along the ſlopes and declivities with which 
the place abounds. 'The animals that enliven 
the |: nd{kips in ſome meaſure, partake of the 
romantic calt of the iſland, and area great ad- 
dition to the beauty of the proſpects, for the 
cattle are all of them milk white, except their 
Lars, which are generally black or brown, and 
it is not uncommon to ſee ſome hundreds of 
theſe feeding together in a large meadow, and 
though there are no inhabitants, yet the noiſe, 


and Woquent appearance of domeſtic poultry, 
which 
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which in great numbers range the woods, 


greatly contribute to the chearfulneſs and beau- 
ty of the place, by perpetually exciting the 
idea of the neighbourhood of farms and vil- 
lages. — 1 — 0 

The cattle at Tinian were computed to a- 
mount to at leaſt 10,000, and as they were not 

at all ſhy, the crew of the Centurion found no 
difficulty in getting near them, They at firſt 
brought them down by ſhooting them; but 
afterwards, when by accidents that will be 
hereafter mentioned, they were obliged to huſ- 
band their ammunition, the ſailors eaſily ran 
them down. Their fleſh was extremely well 
taſted, and was thought to be more eaſily di- 
geſted than any they had yet met with. The 
towls too, which were extremely good, were 
alſo run down with little trouble; as they 
could ſcarce fly above an hundred yards at a 
flight, and were then ſo fatigued, that they 
could not readily riſe again, ſo that being aſ- 
ſiſted by the openneſs of the woods, they were 
always able to take what number they pleaſed. 
And that no delicacies might be wanting, the 
were furniſhed with great plenty of wild fowl, 
for near the centre of the ifland, there were 
two conſiderable pieces of freſh water, which 
abounded with duck, teal, and curlews, and 
the whiſtling plover, was alſo found there in 
prodigious plenty. They here likewiſe found 
abundance of wild hogs, which were moſt ex- 
cellent food, but being extremely fierce, the 
ſailors were obliged — 2 to ſhoot them, or to 


hunt them with ſome large dogs, they found 
| | | upon 
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upon the iſland, and which belonged to the des 
tachment ſent to provide proviſions for the gar- 
riſon of Guam; and as theſe dogs had been 
trained to the killing of wild hogs, they rea- 
dily followed the ſailors, and hunted for them; 


but notwithſtanding their being of a large and 
bold breed, the hogs fought with ſuch fury, 


that they at length deſtroyed the greateſt part 
of them. |; 85 

This ifland was alſo of extreme advantage 
on account of its fruits and vegetables, which 
were moſt happily adapted to the cure of the 
ſea ſcurvy ; for the woods produced ſweet and 
ſour oranges, limes, guavoes, vaſt quantities 
of cocoa-nuts, with the cabbages growing on 
the ſame tree, and a peculiar kind of fruit to 
be found only in theſe iſlands, called by the In- 
dians Ri yma, but by the Centurian's people the 
bread fruit, for it was conſtantly caten by them 
inſtead of bread, and ſo univerſally preferred 


to it, that none of the ſhip's bread was ex- 


pended during their ſtay on the iſland. It 
grows upon a pretty lofty tree, which near the 
top divides into large and ſpreading branches, 
the leaves, which are generally from a foot to 
eighteen inches in length, are of a remarkable 
deep green, and notched about the edges. 'The 
fruit which is found indifferently on all parts 
of the branches 1s rather of an oval form than 
round, is covered with a rough rind, and 1s 
uſually ſeven or eight inches long, and each of 
them grows ſingly, and not in cluſters. It is 
fitteſt to be uſed when green, but full grown, 
and being roaſted in the embers, has _ di- 
| | ant 
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bottom, and is like that of a ſoft and ſpungy 
nature: But as it ripens it becomes ſofter, 
turns yellow, and has a luſcious taſte, and a- 


greeable ſmell, not unlike a ripe peach; how- 
ever, it is then eſteemed unwholeſome, and is 


ſaid to produce fluxes. Mr. Dampier, to whom our 
author refers for a more particular deſcription, 
ſays, it is as large as a good ſized two-penny 


loaf, and that the inſide is ſoft, tender, white 
and crummy like bread, and if eaten in twen- 


ty-four hours after it is plucked, has a ſweet 
and pleaſant taſte; and that this excellent fruit 
is in ſeaſon eight months in the year: This 
iſland alſo affords many other vegetables, pro- 


per for the cure of that dreadful diſeaſe they 


ad fo long laboured under, as ſcurvy-grafs, 


ſorrel, mint, dandelion, creeping-purſlan, 
and water-melons, of all which, tog | 

the freſh proviſions, they fed with great eager- 
neſs, being prompted to it by the ſtrong incli- 
nation which the ſea ſcurvy never fails to ex- 


cite, for thoſe powerful remedies, 
It may ſeem ſurpriſing, that this beautiful 


land, fo elegantly furniſhed with the neceſſa- 
ries and. luxuries of life, ſhould be entirely 
void of inhabitants. 'To remove this difficulty, 
it muſt be obſerved, that in ſomething leſs than 
50 years before Mr. 4n/or's arrival, it was a po- 
pulous country, and is ſaid to have contained 
30,000 ſouls, but a ſickneſs raging at Ti, 
Rota and Guam, all of which were full of in- 
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ſtant reſemblance to the taſte of an artichoke's 


« 


gether with * 


habitants ; the Spaniards, to recruit the people 


at Guam, who were greatly diminiſhed by the 
| mor- 
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to remove thither, where they languiſhed after 
their native iſland, till in a few years the great- 


mortality, forced all the inhabitants of Tinian 


eſt part of them died of grief. Theſe poor In- 
dians might reaſonably have expected, from 
their being placed at ſuch an immenſe diſtance 
from Spain, to have eſcaped the cruelty which 
had occaſioned the deſtruction of great part of 


the weſtern world, but the only advantage they 1 


received from this diſtance, was their periſhing 
an age or two later. | 


- The- iſland ftill affords remains, which ſhow [ þ 


it to have been once extremely populous, fbr 
in all parts of it, there are many ruins of a 
very remarkable kind, which generally conſiſt 
of two rows of pyramidital pillars, at about 
twelve feet diſtance, each pillar in the row, 


ſtanding about fix feet from the next. 'Theſe | 4 


pillars are almoſt five feet ſquare at the baſe, 


they are about thirteen feet high, and on the 


top of each is a ſemi- globe, with a flat ſurface 
upwards ; both the pillars and ſemi- globe are 
ſolid, and compoſed of ſand and ftone cemen- 


ted together, and plaiſtered over. The pri- 
ſoners informed the Engliſb, that theſe were 


the foundations of buildings, ſet apart only 
for thoſe Indians who had engaged in ſome re- 
ligious vow, and indeed monaſtic inſtitutions 


are often to be met with in pagan nations; 


but if theſe ruins were originally the baſis of 
the common dwelling-houſes of the natives, 
even in this caſe, their numbers muſt be conſide- 
rable, ſince in many parts of the iſland, they are 


extremely thick planted, and are a ſufficient 
| 5 proof { 
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proof of the multitude of its former inhabi- 
tants. a SF | | 
It muſt not be omitted that all the above 
advantages enjoyed by this iſland, were much 
enhanced by the healthineſs of its climate, 


by the breezes that almoſt conſtantly pre- 


vailed, and the frequent ſhowers with which 
it was ſprinkled, which were uſually of a very 
ſhort, and almoſt momentary duration. 'The 
ſalubrity of the air, had a ſurpriſing effect in 
ſtrengthening both the appetite and digeſtion. 
It was here very remarkable, that even thoſe 
of the officers who every where elſe had been 
very temperate-eaters, and who, beſides a flight 
breakfaſt, uſed to make only one moderate meal 
a day, ſeemed here transformed into gluttons ; 
for inſtead of one reaſonable meal upon fleſh, 
they were now hardly ſatisfied with three, each 
of which was ſo prodigious, that at another 
fronds it would have produced a fever, or a + 
urfeit, and yet their digeſtion, was ſo agree- 
able to the keeneſs of their appetites, that 
| they were neither diſordered nor over loaded 
by this uncommon repletion. £ 
The principal inconvenience attending thoſe 


who reſide in the land, ariſes from the great 


| number of muſcatoes, arid many other ſpecies 
of flies, together with a kind of tick, which 
though it principally fixes on the cattle, would 
frequently fall upon the limbs and bodies of 


the men, and if not removed in time, wald 


bury its head under the ſkin, and raiſe a pain» 
ful inflammation. The Centurion's people alſo 
found there ſcorpions and centipedes, which 
| Von.. VII. 3 "they 
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they ſuppoſed to be venemous, though they re- 


ceived no injury from them. l 
However, the moſt conſiderable exception to 


this place is the inconvenience of the road, 


which, in ſome ſeaſons of the year, affords but 
little ſecurity for a ſhip at anchor. The only 
proper anchoring-place for ſhips, of burden 1s 
at the ſouth- weſt end of the iſland, where the 
Centurion anchored in 20 and 22 fathom water, 
oppoſite to a ſandy bay, about a mile and a 
half diſtant from the ſhore ; but the bottom of 
this road being full of ſharp-pointed coral 
rocks, it has a very unſafe anchorage from 
the middle of June, to the middle of Octoler, 


which is the ſeaſon of the weſtern monſoons ; | 


and what adds to this danger, is the extraor- 
dinary rapidity of the tide of flood, which ſets 
to the ſouth-eaſt between this iſland, and A. 


guigan. But in the remaining eight months of | 


the year, there is ſuch a conſtant ſeaſon of ſet- 
tled weather, that if the cables are well armed, 


there is ſcarely any danger of their being ever 
rubbed. But to return to the employment of 


the Centurion's people on ſhore. | 
While they were landing the ſick, four of the 
Indians on the iſland ſurrendered themſelves to 
the Commodore, ſo that he had eight now in 
his cuſtody. One of theſe four offered to ſhew 
the moſt convenient place for killing cattle; 


and two of the Engliſh were ordered to at- 
tend him on that ſervice; but on one of 


them truſting the Indian with his firelock 
and piſtol, the Indian eſcaped with them 
into the woods, when - his countrymen being 

appre- 
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enſive of ſuffering for this inſtance of 
Py defired, however, to ſend one of their 

into the country to bring back the arms, 
and to perſuade the remainder of the detach- 
ment from Guam to ſubmit. The Commodore 
granted their requeſt, and one of them was 
diſpatched, who returned the next day with the 
piſtol and firelock, which he pretended to have 
found in a path-way, and proteſted that he 
had not been able to meet with any of his 
countrymen :' But this report appeared fo im- 
probable, that it occaſioned a ſuſpicion, that 
ſome treachery was carrying on, upon which 
the Commodore ordered all the Iaaiaus in his 


power to be ſent on board the _y; and not 


allowed to return on ſhore.” 
All the hands that couid be ſpared from at- 
tending the fick, were now employed in arm- 


ing the cables, with a good rounding to ſecure 


them from being rubbed by the coral rocks, 


| which being compleated, many attempts were 


made to ftop the Centurion's leak ; bur after ſe- 
veral efforts they were obliged to deſiſt, till 


they could have an opportunity of heaving « 


down. 

On the x2th of Seftenber, thoſe who were 
fo well recovered as to be capable of doing duty, 
were ſent on board the ſhip, and then the Com- 
modore, who was himſelf ill of the ſcurvy, 
and had cauſed a tent to be erected for him on 


| hore, went thither with a view of ſtaying a 


few days, to recover his health ; being convin- 
ced, by experience, that no other method but 
living on the land, was to be truſted for the 

"TB removal 
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removal of that dreadful diſeaſe. The place 


where his tent was pitched was an elegant ſpot 


near the well, whence they got all their water. 
The caſks were next ſent on ſhore to be filled 


by the coopers, and as the new moon was ap- 


proaching, when it was apprehended there 
would be violent gales, every method waz 
taken that prudence could ſuggeſt to arm the 
anchors, and ſecure the ſhip from the effect 
of windy weather. But when they had for 
ſome days flattered themſelves, that the pru- 
dence of their meaſures had ſecured them from 
all accidents, the wind, on the 22d of Sy- 
tember, blew from the eaſtward with ſuch fury, 


that thoſe on board ſoon deſpaired of riding 


out the ſtorm. The Commodore and molt of 
the hands were on ſhore, and all their hopes 
of ſafety ſeemed to depend on their putting 


immediately to ſea. But all communication 


with the ſhip was cut off, for it was impoſlible 
that a boat could live. As the night approach- 
ed, the violence of the ſtorm increaſed, while 
the tide, which at the beginning of the hur- 
Ticane ſet to the northward, turned ſuddenly 
to the ſouthward, and in ſpite of the ſtom 
forced the ſhip before it. 'The ſea now broke 


* ſurpriſingly all round the ſhip with a large 


tumbling ſwell, by which the long-boat, which 
was moored aſtern, was ſuddenly canted ſo 
high, - that it broke the tranſome of the Com- 
modore's gallery, whoſe cabbin was on the 
— , and the ſtroke was ſo violent that 
it ſtove the boat all to pieces, yet the poor 


boat -keeper, though extremely bruiſed, was 


ſaved. 
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faved. At length the tide ſlackened, but the 
wind did not abate, and their cables breaking, 
all on board were in the greateſt danger, and 
accordingly fired guns, and ſhewed lights to 
the Commodore, as ſignals of diſtreſs. About 
one o'clock, the night being extremely dark, a 
firong guſt, attended with rain and lightning, 
forced them out to ſea, utterly unprepared to 
ſtruggle with the united fury of the waves and 
28 and every moment expecting to be 


bee eee 
| CHAP. XI. ine 


Tranſactions at Tinian after the Centurion's 
being driven to Sea. The Proceedings on Board 

| the Centurion till her Return, and the En- 
ployment of the Centurion's People, till their 
final Departure; with a Deſcription of the La- 
arone ZR | 


HE dreadful ftorm by which the Cen- 
|  turion was driven to ſea, was too vio- 
lent to permit any of the people on ſhore to hear 
the guns, which ſhe fired as ſignals of diſtreſs, 
while the flaſhes of lightning had hindered the 
exploſions from being obferved, and therefore 
he at day break, when it was perceived on ſhore, - 

that the ſhip was miſſing, they were all in the 


" utmoſt conſternation. Much the greateſt part 
5 of them inſtantly concluded that ſhe was loſt, 


1 and entreated the Commodore to ſend the boat 
| — 3 round 
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round the iſland in ſearch of the wreck. While 
thofe who believed her ſafe, had ſcarcely any 
expectation of her ever been able to return, 
as the wind fill continued, and as ſhe was ill 
' manned, and ſo poorly provided for ſtrug- 
gling with ſo tempeſtuous a gale. In either of 
which caſes they conſidered their ſituation as 
very deplorable, ſince it would be impoſſible 
for them ever to leave the iſland, and that 
therefore they muſt bid an everlaſting adieu to 
their country, their friends, their families, and 
all their domeſtic endearments. They had alſo 

reaſon to apprehend, that the Governor of Guan, 
on being informed of their fituation on ſhore, 
would ſend a force ſuffi cient to overpower 
them, and to remove them to that iſland, and 
that on his having them in his power, he would 
make their want of commiſſions, all of which 
were on board the Centurion, a pretence for 
treating them as pirates, and for putting them 
to an infamous death, 

However, Mr. Auſon ſoon formed a ſcheme 
for  extricating himſelf and his men from 
their preſent anxious ſituation, and having 
conſulted ſome of the moſt intelligent perſons 
about him, and fatisfied himſelf that it was 
Practicable, endeavoured to animate his Per. 
ple to put it ſpeedily in execution. He toid 
them. that he was not without hope, that the 
Centurion would return in a few days, ſince 
there was no reaſon to apprehend her being 
loſt, and that the worſt that could be ima- 
| gined, Was her being deiven too far to the 


leeward of che illand to return, Which would 
” : Ob. ige 
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obliged her to bear away for Macao on the 
coat of China; that in this caſe he had con- 
fidered of a method of*following her, which 
was to haul the Spaniſb bark on ſhore, to ſaw 
her aſunder, and to lengthen her twelve feet, 
which would enlarge her to near 40 ton bur- 
then, and enable her to carry them all to 
China; that the carpenters, whom he had con- 
ſulted, had agreed that this was practicable, 
and that nothing was wanting to execute it, 
but their united reſolution and induſtry, and 
then added, that for his own part he would 
ſhare the fatigue and labour with them, and 
would expect no more from any man than he 
himſelf was ready to ſubmit to. | 
The people now began to flatter themſelves, 
that the Centurion would be able to regain the 
itand, and from this hope they did not fo 
heartily engage in the project, as the Com- 
modore could have wiſhed ; but at laſt being 
fatisfied that it was impoſſible the ſhip ſhould 
return, they reſolutely applied themſelves to 
the different taſks allotted them, with as much 
eagerneſs and induſtry as the Commodore could 
deſire, punctually aſſembling by day-break at 
the rendezvous, where they were ſet to their 
different employments, which they followed 
with unuſual vigour till night. | 
But before they entered upon this arduous taſk, 
an incident happened that gave Mr. Anſon the 
deepeſt concern; for a few days after the ſhip was 
driven off, ſome men on ſhore cried out a fail, 
which fpread a general jon, every body ſup- 
poling that the ſip was returning; but on 
| | At ter 
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after a ſecond ſail being obſerved, deſtroyed 


their hopes, and made it difficult to gueſs what 


they were. Mr. Auſon eagerly turned his glaſs 
towards them, and ſeeing they were two boats, 
it immediately occured to him, that tne Cen- 
Turion was ſunk, and that theſe were the two 
boats coming back with the remains of her 
people; an idea which ſo deeply affected him, 
that he was obliged immeclately to retire 
without ſpeaking to his tent, in order, to 


conceal his emotion, where he paſſed ſome 


bitter moments under the firm belief that the 
ſhip was loſt, and that all his views of ſtill fig- 
naliſing his expedition by ſome important ex- 
ploit were at an end. He was however ſoon 


relieved from theſe diſtreſſing thoughts, by diſ- 


covering that the two boats were Indian proas, 
when obſerving that they made towards the 
ſhore, he ordered that every thing that could 
give them any ſuſpicion ſhould be removed, 
and concealed his people in the adjacent thick- 


ets, to ſecure the Indians upon their landing; 


but the proas, after coming within a quarter of 
a mile of the beach, ſtopped ſhort, and having 
remained motionleſs two hours, ſteered to the 
ſouthward. Soi Las 

About the ſame time another incident hap- 
pened of a very extraordinary nature. The 
Commodore, attended: by ſome of his officers, 
endeavoured to make the tour of the iſland, 
and being on a riſing ground, obſerved a {mall 


thicket in the valley beneath, that had a pro- 


greſſive motion. They were at firſt ſurprized, 


but ſoon perceived it was only ſome large co- 
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ca buſhes dragged along by perſons conceal- 
ed beneath them. They immediately con- 
cluded that theſe were ſome of the party, they 
had found there at their arrival, and therefore 
Mr. Anſon, and thoſe who were with him haſt- 
ed after them in hopes of diſcovering their 
retreat, when the Indians perceiving that they 
were diſcovered, ran away with precipitation, 
but the Commodore was ſo near them, as not 
to loſe ſight of them till they reached their 
cell, which he and his officers entering, found 
that there was a paſſage through it, which led 
down a precipice, at which they had made their 
eſcape. They here found an old firelock or 


two, but no other arms. However there was 


a large quantity of proviſions, and in parti- 
cular ſalted pork, which was excellent; and 
from what theſe gentlemen ſaw, they concluded, 
that their own extraordinary appetite was not 
confined to the Engliſ; for it being about 
noon, the Indians, confidering their number, 
had laid out a very plentiful repaſt, and had 
their cocoa nuts and bread fruit ready prepar- 
ed for eating, and in ſuch a manner as ſhew- 
ed, that a good meal was neither an uncom- 
mon nor a diſregarded article. Mr. Auſon hav- 
ing ſearched to no purpoſe, after the path by 
which the Indians had eſcaped, he and his officers 
fat down to the dinner ſo luckily provided for 
them. After which they returned back ſome- + 
what diſpleaſed at miſſing the Indians, as they 
hoped, that if they could have had any con- 


ference with them, they ſhould have engaged '| 


them in their ſervice. - 


5 
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| — - - Thelengthning the bark was attended with 
> great difficulty ; ſome of the tools were to be 

made, and many of the materials were want⸗ 

ing; when the whole ſhould be compleated, 
they were to rigg, victual and navigate her, 
for the ſpace of 6 or'700 leagues, through un- 
known ſeas, which had not been paſſed by 
any one of the company. However their 
hopes were kept up by the intervention of ſe. 
veral extraordinary and unexpected accidents. 

The carpenters both of the Glouceſter and Tryal 
were on ſhore with their cheſts of tools ; the 

fmith too was on ſhore with his forge and ſe- 
_ eral of his tools; but his bellows were on 

board the ſhip, ſo that he was incapable of 

working, and they could have no hopes of 

proceeding without his aſſiſtance. They re. 
| ſolved therefore firſt of all to make him 2 
pair of bellows, but were for ſome time puz- 
F zled for want of leather, but having plenty of 
| hides, and finding an hogſhead of lime, which 
| belonged to the Saniards or Indians, they tan- 
ned a few of the hides with it, ſo that the 
leather anſwered the intention, and compleat- 
ed the bellows by making a gun-barrel ſerve 
1 for a pipe. N if; 2 pag 5 
8 | While the ſmith was preparing the 1ron- 
| work, others were employed in felling trees, 
and ſawing them into planks, which being the 
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moſt laborious taſk, the Commodore for the 
encouragement of the people worked at it 
himſelf. A new difficulty was occaſioned by 

there being neither blocks nor cordage for 
hauling the bark on ſhore ; but this was r 
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moved by making rollers of the body of the co- 
coa-nut-tree, which from its ſmoothneſs and cir- 
cular turn, was adapted tothe purpoſe with very 
little labour. A dry dock was-dug to receive 
the bark, and a way found from thence into 
the ſea ; a party was ordered conſtantly to kill 
and provide proviſions. for the reſt, and | 
order being eſtabliſned, and all hands employ- 
ed, the preparations advanced apace; the men 
being perhaps the more tractable and induſtri - 
ous from there being neither wine nor brandy 
on ſhore; for the juice of the cocoa- nut, which, 
though pleaſant, was not intoxicating, was 
their conſtant drink. 5 

As the work advanced apace the officers be- 
gan to conſider of the rigging neceſſary to fit 
the bark for ſea, when it was found that the 
tents on ſhore, with the ſails and rigging al- 
ready belonging to the bark, and the ſpare 
cordage, which had been accidentally landed 
from the Centurion, would anſwer this purpoſe. 
They propoſed to pay her bottom with a mix- 
ture of tallow and lime, but there was one 
inconvenience that could not be removed, 
which was, that as ſhe was not quite 40 tons 
burden, ſhe would be incapable of containing 
half the crew below the deck, and would be 
ſo top-heavy, that if all were upon deck at 
the ſame time ſhe would be in danger of over- 


| ſetting. The article of procuring a ſtock of 


proviſions for the voyage gave them great per- 
plexity, as they had neither grain nor bread 
of any kind on ſhore, and the bread fruit 


would not keep at ſea; and though they had 
ks hve 
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live cattle, they had ſcarcely any ſalt. Hows 
ever, they preſerved a ſmall quantity of jerk- 
ed beef, which they had found in the ifland 
at their landing, but this was greatly inſuffi- 
cient. However, it was at laſt reſolved to car- 

as many cocoa nuts as they could, co pro- 
long the jerked beef, by uſing it very ſparing- 
ly, and to ſupply the want of bread by rice, 
to obtain which, they ſhould land in the ifland 
of Rota, where the Spaniards had large plan- 
© tations of that grain, and carry off a ſufficient 
quantity Ey force; but this ſcheme making it ne- 
ceſſary for them to examine the ammunition they 
had on ſhore, they had the mortification to find 
that all the powder did not amount to one 
charge a piece to each of the company. 
One of the moſt alarming circumſtances 
was, the diſcouraging diſcovery, that there was 
neither compaſs. nor quadrant on the iſland; 
but, at laſt, on rummaging the cheſt belonging 
to the Spaniſ bark, they diſcovered a imal! 
compaſs, which, though little better than ſuch ' 
as were made for the amuſement of ſchoo!- 
boys, was to them an invaluable treaſure, and 
afterwards a quadrant” was found on the Þ I 
ſea-ſhore, which had been thrown over board t 
among other lumber belonging to the dead. al 
This was-eagerly ſeized, but on examination to 
it unluckily wanted vanes, and was therefore 
entirely uſeleſs. However, a perſon ſome- 
time aſter pulling out the drawer of an old 
table, which had been driven on ſhore, found 
ſome vanes in it, which fitted the quadrant 
very well; when it being examined by the 
„ . known 
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known latitude of the place, it was found to 
be ſufficiently exact. 


All things now being in great forward- 
neſs, and ſome of the principal obſtacles re- 


moved, they were able to determine when 


the whole would be finiſhed, and had accord- 
ingly fixed the 5th of November for the day 


of their putting to ſea; but on the 11th of 
Oæober in the afternoon one of the Gloucefter's 


Hand, ſaw the Centurion at a diſtance, and 
running with the utmoſt ſpeed towards the 
landing place, ſaw in his way ſome of his 
comrades, to whom he called with great 
extaſy, The ſhip! the ſhip!'“ which being 
heard by Mr. Gordon a Lieutenant of the ma- 
rines, he ran to the place where the Commo- 
dore and his people were at work, and bein 
freſh and in breath, eaſily outſtripped the 
Glouce/ter's man, and told the Commodore, who, 
on hearing this joyful and unexpected news, 
threw down his ax with which he was then at 
Work, while the others ran down to the ſea 
fide, to feaſt themſelves with the ſight, for 
which they had ſq eagerly longed. By ive in 
the evening the Centurion was viſible to them 
all, when a boat was ſent off with 18 men 
to reinforce her, with freſh meat and fruits for 
the refreſhment of the crew, and the next af- 
ternoon ſhe happily caſt anchor in the road, 
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hoard her, and was received with joyful accla- 
mations. | 1 N 
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men being upon a hill in the middle of the 


where tie Commodore immediately went on 
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To proceed to what happened on board the 
Centurion while at ſea. It has already been ob- 
ſerved, that ſhe was driven from the iſland in 
a very dark night, by a prodigious ſtorm. The 
condition of thoſe on board was very dreadful, 
they were in a leaky ſhip, with three cables in 
their hawſes, to one of which hung their only 
remaining anchor, not a gun on board was 
| laſhed, nor a port barred in, and they were 
able to ſet no fail except the mizen. They 
could muſter no more ſtrength to navigate the 
ſhip, than 108 hands, which were ſcarcely the 
fourth part 'of her camplement, and moſt of 
theſe were either boys, or ſuch as were ſtill fee- 
ble from their being but lately recovered of 
the ſcurvy: By the violence of the ſtorm and 
the working of the ſhip, they made a great 
quantity of water through the ports, hawſe- 
holes, and ſcuppers, which added to the leak, 
rendered their pumps a ſufficient employment for 
all on board. But they had other dangers which 
appeared ſtill more immediate. They all ima- 
gined they were driving on the iſland of Agui- 
guan, which was about two leagues diſtant, 
and as they had no ſail ſet but the mizen, that 


Was inſufficient to clear them of this imminent 


danger. They, therefore, left the pumps to 
uſe their utmoſt efforts to heave up the main 
and fore- yards, in order to ſave themſelves, if 
poſſible, from being wrecked. But after three 
hours ineffectual labour, the jears broke, and 
the men were obliged from meer debility, to 
_ deſiſt, and quietly expect their fate, which ap- 
peared inevitable ; for they eſteemed 7 5 

elves 
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ſelyes driven juſt upon the ſhore, and the dark- 
neſs of the night made them expect to diſcover 


they were ſeveral hours under the ſerious ap- 
1 E that each ſucceeding moment would 
$i end them to the bottom; nor did theſe con- 


N tinued terrors of inſtantly ſtriking and ſinking 
LA ceaſe, till day-break, when in a tranſport of 
joy they perceived that the dreaded iſland. was 
; at a conſiderable diſtance, and that they had 
5 been preſerved by a ſtrong northern current. 
* The boiſterous waves which had forced them 
of from Tinian did not abate till three days after, 


to ſubmit to the ſame bodily labour as the com- 
mon ſailors. The heaving up of the ſheet an- 
e. chor, which they had hitherto dragged at their 


8 application for twelve hours, before they 
þ brought it in ſight, when it growing dark, their 
fatigue obliged them to defilt till the next day, 


and then that arduous taſk was compleated. 
They afterwards conquered ſome of the other 
difficulties they laboured under, and being en- 
abled, to make uſe of their canvas, ſtood. to 
the eaſtward in hopes of regaining the iſlind 
of Tiniau, they being according to their own 
reckonings, but 47 leagues diſtant from it. 
But on the firſt of October, when they had run 
the diſtance neceſſary for making the iſland ac- 


full expectation of ſeeing it, they were unhap- 
pily diſappointed, and convinced that a current 
SES, — 2.8. had 


it no otherwiſe than by ſtriking upon it, ſo that 


and while they continued out at ſea, both the 
or chaplain and every other officer were obliged 
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bows with two cables, coſt them the ſevereſt 


cording to their own reckoning, and were in 
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from their departure, when arriving in the of. 
fing of Tinian, they were reinforced from the 


evening of the ſame day, came to an anchor in 


to ſtay no longer at the iſland than was abſo- 


ſtrong, occaſioned frequent delays, and more 
than once the loſs of the whole raft ; but this 


of wind brought home the anchor, and drove 


YAGE 
had driven them conſiderably to the weſtward, 
They were now in great perplexity from the 
apprehenſions of wanting water, but the next 
day had a fight of the iſland of Guam, and 
thence computed that the current had driven 
them 40 leagues to the weſtward of their ac- 
counts. The fight of land let them know 
their ſituation, and, therefore, plying to the 
eaſtward, they continued that courſe with ex. 
ceflive labour, and with a contrary wind till 
the 11th of Oober, which was the 19th day 


ſhore, and to their inexpreſſible joy, on the 


The Commodore on his going on board the 
Centurion, after her return to Tinian, reſolved 


lutely neceſſary to compleat his ſtock of water, 
and the long-boat being ſtaved, as has been al- 
ready mentioned, they were obliged to make 
uſe of rafts, which as the tide ran extremely 


was not their only misfortune, for on the third 
day after the Centurior's return, a ſudden gull 


her a ſecond time to ſea, However, the Com- 
modore and the principal officers were now on 
board; but there were near 70 of the men on 
ſhore, who had been employed in filling water 
and procuring proviſions. They had the two if 
cutters with them ; but they. being two * N 
128 . or 
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de for the cutters to bring off at once, the Com- 
t modore ſent the 18 oared barge to their aſ- 
2 ſiſtance. The two cutters ſoon returned filled 
= with men, but forty of the company remained 
= behind, who were employed in killing cattle 


in the woods, and in bringing them to the 
he landing-place. Yet as the ſhip ſoon drove to a 
conſiderable diſtance, it was not in their power 
il to join her, though the 18 oared barge was left 
to convey them on board. The weather, how- 


K | 4 o * - 
1 ever, being favourable, the Centurion within 
n about five days returned again to an anchor at 
he Tinian. 5 4 


On the Centurlon's arrival it appeared that 
the Sani ſh bark had undergone a new change, 


he for the people on ſhore deſpairing of her return, 

d had reſolved to reſtore the bark to her firſt 

+. BY fiate, and had made ſuch progreſs, that they 

r. would ſoon have compleated her. | 

. The people at their cond] return to the 

ke land laboured with indefatigable induſtry in 

ly Þ getting in their water, and having by the 2oth 

re of October compleated it to 50 ton, which was 

bis thought ſufficient for their paſſage to Macao, the 

BE Commodore ſent the next day one of each 

aſt meſs on ſhore, to gather as large a quantity of 

1 oranges, lemons, cocoa- nuts, and other fruits 

5 as they pleaſed, for the uſe of themſelves and 

Res their meſs-matesat ſea, and they returning in the 

a evening, fire was ſet to the bark and proa, the 

ter Centurion hoiſted in her boats, got under fail, « 
vo and ſteered towards the ſouth end of the iſland =—— 
ny of Fermgſa. | 
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It cannot here be improper to interrupt the 
narration,” with a deſcription of that range of 
ulands, generally called the Ladrones or Marian 
iflands, which were diſcovered by Magellan, in 
the year 1521, and from the account given of 
the two firſt, he fell in with, it ſeems as if they 
were thoſe of Saypar, and Tinian, for they are 
repreſented as extremely beautiful, and as lying 
in between 15 and 16 degrees of north latitude, 
From the pleaſing appearance of Tinian, the 
Spamardi have given it the name of Bauenavi/ta, 
and Saypan, which is in the latitude of 159. 
22'. north, affords an agreeable proſpect when 
ſeen at ſea, | | | 

Theſe iſlands are generally reckoned 12 in 
number; but if the ſmall iſlets and rocks are 
counted, they will in all amount to above 20. 
Formerly moſt of them were inhabited: but of 
the three principal iſlands Gzam, Rota, and 
. Tinian, which 60 years ago are ſaid to have 
been extremely populous, Tinian hath been in- 
tirtly depopulated, and not above two or three 
hundred Indians left at Rota to cultivate rice 
for the iſland of Guam, ſo that at preſent the 
lat mentioned iſland is the only one that can 
properly be faid to be inhabited by the Spa- 
mmards, for there they keep a Governor and a 

garriſon, and there the Manila ſhip generally 
touches for refreſhment, in her paſſage from 
Acapulco to the Philippines.” That iſland is com- 
puted to be about 3o leagues in circumference, 
and contains near 4000 inhabitants, 1000 of 
which are ſuppoſed to live in the city of San 
natlio ae Agana, which is tlie e nal 

| | reſidence. 
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reſidence. The houſes are built with ſtone and 
timber, and covered with tiles, which is a very 
unuſual method of building in theſe warm 
climates. This itland has alſo 13 or. 14 v4- 
lages. As Guam is eſteemed a place of conſe- 
quenee, on account of its affording refreſh- 
ment to the Manila ſhip, there are two caſtles 
on the ſea ſhore, which mount only five guns 
each, and a battery of five pieces of cannon on 
an eminence near the ſea. The Spaniards have 


here three companies of foot of between 40 
and 50 men each; this is the principal ſtrength 


on which the Governor depends, for he is ge- 
nerally upon ill terms with the inhabitants, 
who are debarred the uſe of lances and fire- 
arms. 5 


Though the reſt of theſe iſlands are uninha- 


bited, they afford plenty of all kinds of refreſh- 


ment, but there is not a good harbour or road 


among them all; and though the Manila ſhip 


is to ſtay only 24 hours at Guam, it is not un- 
common for her to be forced out to ſea, and to 


leave her boat behind her. a . 

The Indians of theſe iſlands are a ſtrong, well 
limbed, and bold people, and from ſome of their 
practices, ſeem to be no ways defective in un- 


derſtanding; for their flying proas, which. — 


CI 


forages paſt, have been the only veſſels they 


| have employed, are a very ſingular and extra- 


ordinary invention, and are ſaid to be capable 
running with a briſk trade wind near 20 
tales an hour. The head and ſtern of the proa 
e exactly alike, but her two ſides are very 
ditærent. That intended to be always the lee- 

ſide 
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fide being flat, whilſt the windward-ſide is 
built rounding in the manner of other veſſels, 
| 
| 


0 


but as her ſmall breadth, and the ſtraight run 
of her leeward - fide, would infallibly make 

Her overſet, a frame is laid out from her to 

windward, to the end of which 1s faſtened an 

hollow log, formed like a ſmall boat. The 
weight of the frame is deſigned to balance the 

proa, and the ſmall boat, which is always in the 

water, to prevent hero verſetting to windward, 

In ſhort, the body of the proa is formed of two 

pieces joined end ways, and ſewed together 

with bark; for no iron is uſed in her conftruc- 

tion. She is about two inches thick at the 

bottom, which at the gunwale is reduced to leſs 

than one. The proa generally carries ſix or 

ſeven Indians, two of whom are placed in the 

,* Head and ſtern, who ſteer the veſlel alternately 

© with a paddle, according to the tack ſhe goes 

on, he in the ſtern being the ſteerſman. The 

other Indians are employed either in baling out 

the water, which ſhe accidentally ſhips, or in 

ſetting and trimming the ſail. Theſe veſſels 

fail moſt excellently on' a wind, and with either 

end foremoſt, run from one of theſe iſlands to 

the other, and back again only by ſhifting the 

fail, without ever putting about, and by. their 

1 ſmall breadth and the flatneſs of their lee- ſide, 

ere capable of lying much nearer the wind than 
any other veſſel hitherto known. © 
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The Centurion's run from Tinian to Macao. 
The Commodores Proceedings at that Port. Haw- 
ing refitted, he ſails ta Cape Eſpiritu Santo, 
takes the Manila Galeon, and returns back. 
His Tranſactions in the River of Canton, and 
in the City of that Name, where the Engliſh 
extinguiſh a dreadful Fire. A ſhort Character 
of the Chineſe. The Centurion returns to 
England. S 


HE Centurion departed from Tinian on 

the 21ſt of Oægober, in the evening, 
when the eaſtern monſoon being ſettled, ſhe . 
generally ran from 40 to 50 leagues a day. On | 
the 3d of November, they ſaw an iſlet or rock, 
and about an hour after, the iſland called Botel 
Tobago Aima. Having doubled the ſouthern 
extremity of Formaſa, which is in the latitude 
of 219. 15'. north, they paſſed by the rocks 
Vele Rete, but at this inftant the people in the 
Centurion were alarmed by an out-cry of fire, 
in the fore-caſtle, upon which the whole crew 
immediately flocked together in the utmoſt 
confuſion, ſo that for ſome time the officers 
found it difficult to appeaſe the uproar, but 
the people being at length reduced to order, 
it was perceived that the fire proceeded from 
the bricks in the- furnace being overheated, 
which had occaſioned their communicating the 
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fire to the adjacent wood work, but by pulling 
down the brick work it was eaſily extinguiſh. 
ed. In the evening they were ſurpriſed with 
the ſight of what they at firſt took to be brea- 
kers, but on a ſtricter examination, they were 
found to be only a great number of fires on 
the iſland of Forme/a, which they imagined were 
intended. by the inhabitants as fignals to invite 
them to touch there. But they were too im- 
patient to reach the port of Macao to conſent 
to this delay. At about midnight they got 
ſight of the main- land of China, at four leagues 
diſtance, upon which they brought the ſhip to, 
propoſing to wait for the morning ; but before 
ſun-riſe they were ſurpriſed to find themſelves 
in the midſt of an incredible number of fiſhing 
boats, which ſeemed to cover the ſurface of 
the ſea, as far as the eye could reach, moſt of 
them were manned with five hands, and none 
with leſs than three, and as they ran, to the 
weſtward, they found them as numerous on 
every part of the coaſt. The Commodore was 
at firſt in hopes of procuring a pilot from them, 
to conduct the ſhip to Macao; but the people 
on board could not make them underſtand 
their meaning. What appeared moſt ſurprit- 
ing, was the inattention and want of curioſity 
obſerved in this herd of fiſhermen, who had 
doubtleſs never ſeen any ſhip like the Centurion, 
and perhaps there was not one in all that 
fiſhery who had ever beheld any European vel- 
ſel: But though many of the boats came cloſe 
to the ſhip, they did not in the leaſt deviate 
from their courle to regard it. - 

| n 
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On the 5th of Nowember at midnight, they 
firſt made the coaſt of China, and about two 
the next day, while they were fteering to the 
weſtward within two leagues of the coaſt, and 
ſtill ſurrounded by fiſhing veſſels in as great 
numbers as at firſt, they perceived that a boat 


| 2-head of them waved a red flag and blew a 


horn, which was conſidered by the people of 
the Centurion as a ſignal made to them either to 


warn them of ſome ſhoal, or to inform them 


that they would ſupply them with a pilot. 


| Mr. Anſon therefore immediately ſent out the 


cutter to the boat to know their intentions, 


| when it was found that this boat was the Com- 
| modore of the whole fiſhery, and that the ſig- 


nal was to order them all to leave off fifhing, 


and to return in ſhore, which they inſtantly 
obeyed. | | | 
Being thus diſappointed, they kept on their 


| courſe, and the next day, were abreaſt of a 


chain of iſlands that ſtretch from eaſt to weſt, 
called the iſlands of Lema They are rocky 
and barren, and are 15 or 16 in number, be- 
fides many more between them and the main 
land of China. Being ſtill ſurrounded by fiſh- 
ing boats, the Commodore once more ſent the 
cutter on board ſome of them to endeavour to 
procure a pilot, but without effect. However, 
one of the Chineſe, directed them by ſigns to 
fail round the weſtermoſt of the iſlands or rocks 
of Lema, and then to hale up, which direction 
they followed, and in the evening they came 
to an anchor, 

They 


board the Centurion and offered in broken Por. 


ducing certificates from many European ſhips 
they had piloted in, but they ſtill continued 


number of other iſlands ; but the tides frequent- 


Ing letters from their relations and friends, 
and where their countrymen, who were lately 


at the entrance of the river of Canton, and 
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The 'next morning a Chine/e pilot came on 


zugueſe, to carry the ſhip to Macao for 30 dol. 
lars, Theſe were immediately paid him, and 
they then weighed and made fail, but ſoon 
after ſeveral other pilots came on board, who 
endeavoured to recommend themſelves by pro- 


under the management of the Chine/e whom 
they had firſt engaged. 'They now paſled by a 


ly ſetting ſtrongly againſt them, they were 
often obliged to come to an anchor, and on 
the 12th of November anchored in Macao road, 
and once more arrived at an amicable port, 
there they expected the ſatisfaction of receiy- 


arrived from England, would be able to anſwer 
the numerous inquiries they were prepared to 
make, 5171 | wr 

The city of Macae is ſituated in an iſland 


was formerly rich, populous, and able to de- 
fend itſelf againſt the power of the adjacent 
Chine/e Governors; but is at preſent To reduced, 
that the Governor, who is nominated by the 
King of Portugal, ſubſiſts merely by the cour- 
teſy of the Chine/e, who can ſtarve the place 
and diſpoſeſs the Portugueſe whenever they pleaſe, 
which obliges the Governor carefully to avoid 
giving them offence. The river of Canton, at 
the mouth of which this city lies, is 1 
| | Chin 
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Chineſe port, to which European ſhips reſort, 


and is a far more commodious harbour: than 


Macao. But the Commodore's apprehenſions, 
that if he ſhould inſiſt on being treated upon 
a different footing than the merchantmen, he 


would embroil the Za/? India company with 
the regency of Canton, made him chuſe rather 


to go to Macao, than to enter the port of 


Canton. ; 


Mr. Anſon no ſooner came to an anchor in 


Macao road, than he diſpatched an officer with 
his compliments to the Portugueſe Governor, 


to deſire his Excellency's advice, in what. 
manner it would be proper for him to act, to 
avoid giving offence the to Chineſe, which was 


a matter worthy of attention, as there were 


then four of our Eaſt-India ſhips in their power 


at Canton; particularly with reſpect to the du- 
ty uſually paid by ſhips in that river, accord- 
ing to their tonnage; for as men of war are 
exempted in every foreign harbour from pay- 
ing all manner of port charges, Mr. Anſon 
thought it would derogate from the honour 


of his country to ſubmit to this duty. In the 


eyening the boat returned with two officers 


ſent by the Governor, who told Mr. Anson, 


it was the Governor's opinion, that if the 
Centurion entered the river of Canton, the duty 
would certainly be expected, and therefore, 
if he approved of it, he would ſend him a pi- 
lot, who ſhould conduct her into another ſafe 
harbour on the Typþa, where the ſhip might 
be careened, and where the. above-mentioned 
duty would probably never be demanded. To 


Vol. VII. R this 
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| this propoſal the Commodore agreed, and the 


next morning ſteered under the direction of 


the Portuguęſe Pilot, and after ſome difficulties, 


on account of the ſhallowneſs of the water, 
entered the harbour, which is formed by a num- 


ber of iſlands, and is about ſix miles diſtant 
from Macao, He here ſaluted the caftle of 


Macao with eleven guns, which were returned 
by an equal number. 
As Mr. Anſon wanted both a ſupply of pro- 


_ viſions, and of naval ſtores for refitting the 


ſhip, he the next day paid a viſit, in perſon, to 
the Governor, and at his landing, was ſaluted 
by eleven guns, which were returned by the 
Centurion. But though the Governor ſeemed 
inclined to do him all the ſervice in his power, 


and told him, that he would do this privately, 


yet he. frankly owned that he could: not fur- 
niſh him with what he demanded, without an 


order from the Viceroy of Canton, ſince all the 


oviſions and other neceſſaries he received for 
imſelf and his garriſon, were by permiſſion 
of the Chine/e government, who took care to 


victual him only from day to day, and were al- 


ways able to oblige him to ſubmit to their 
terms, by laying an embargo on his pro- 
viſions. | / 

Upon this declaration, Mr. Anon reſolved 
to go to Canton to ſeek redreſs from the Vite- 
roy, and for that purpoſe hired a Chine/e boat 
for himſelf and his attendants; but juſt when 


he was ready to embark, the Hoppo, or Chi- 


neſe cuſtom-houſe officer of Macao refuſed to 


grant a permit, and ordered the watermen not to 


proceed 
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proceed at their peril; and though the Gover- 


nor of Macao joined his intereſt to perſuade 


him, the Hoppo continued inflexible. The 
next day Mr. Auſem told him, that if the per- 
mit was any longer refuſed, he would man 


and arm the Centurion's boats, and aſked the 


Hoppo, who he imagined would dare to op- 


poſe their paſſage? Upon this threat the per- 


4A 


mit was granted, and Mr. Anſon r at 


Canton, conſulted the ſupercargoes and officers 


of the Engliſb ſhips, how to procure an order 
from the Viceroy for the neceſſaries he wanted, 


upon which they referred him to ſome  Chine/e 
merchants, who having cajoled him from day 


to day, by promiſing to lay the ſtate of his 


affairs before the Viceroy, and obtaining for 
him whatever he deſired; after reiterated excu- 
ſes, and a months delay, threw of. the maſk, and, 
being cloſely preſſed, declared, that they nei- 


ther had, nor could make application to the 


Viceroy, as he was too great a man for them 


| to approach on any occaſion. The Com mo- 
dore now perceived, when too late, that he 


had been wrong in conſulting ſo much the in- 


| tereſt of the Eaft-India company, and therefore, 


after his return to the Centurion, wrote a let- 
ter to the Viceroy, to inform him, that he was 


ſhips of war, which had been cruiſing for two 
years paſt againſt the Spaniards, who were at 
enmity with the King his maſter, and that he 
was obliged to enter the port of Macao to ſtop 
a conſiderable leak in his ſhip, and to ſupply 
a | ND © _ himſelf 


commander in chief of a ſquadron of Britiſb 
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himſelf with proviſions and neceſſaries, in or. 


der to purſue his voyage. =P 
This letter being tranſlated into the Chine/ 
language, the Commodore delivered it himſelf 
to the Hoppo, or chief officer of the cuſtoms 
at Macao, and deſired him to forward it to the 
Viceroy of Canton, with as much expedition as 
he could, but that officer ſeeming unwilling to 
take charge of it, the Commodore took 1t again, 
and told him, that he would immediately ſend it 
to Canton in his own boat, and would give his 
officer poſſitive orders not to return without an 
anſwer from the Viceroy. The Hoppo now 


perceiving that the Commodore was in earneſt, | 
and fearing to be called to an account for his 


refuſal, begged to be intruſted with it, and 
promiſed to procure an anſwer as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible. Two days after in the morning, a Man- 
darine of the firſt rank, who was Governor of 
the city of Janſon, together with two Man- 


darines of an inferior claſs, and a. conſidera- | 


ble retinue of officers and ſervants, came in 
18 half gallies, decorated with a great num- 
ber of ſtreamers, and attended with a band 


of muſic. The Centurion's boat was immedi- | 


ately diſpatched to bring the principal Manda- 
rine on board ; and 100 of the moſt likely peo- 
ple of the crew were uniformly dreſſed in the re- 
gimentals of the marines, and drawn up under 
arms on the main deck againſt his arrival. On his 
entering the ſhip, he was ſaluted by the drums 
and trumpets, and paſſing by the new formed 
guard, was met by the Commodore on the 


quarter-deck ; who conducted him to the great 
cabbin. 


— %, ed T 


| what prov1 
he had 
preſumed, they were convinced that the Cen- 
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cabbin. The Mandarine there explained his 
commiſſion, and told the Commodore that he 
had brought with him two Ch:ize/e carpenters, 
to examine the ſtate of the ſhip ; and the neceſ- 
fary inſpection being made, they declared, that 
it was impoſſible for the Centurion to proceed 


to ſea without being refitted. Upon which 
the Mandarine expreſſed himſelf fatisfied with 


( 


the account given in the Commodore's letter. 


This Mandarine appeared to be a perſon of 
conſiderable parts, and endowed with more 
frankneſs and honeſty, than is generally to be 
found among the Chingſe. He was alſo very 
curious and inquiſitive, view'd every part of the 
ſhip with extraordinary attention, and appear- 


ed greatly ſurpriſed at the largeneſs of the 


lower deck guns, and at the weight and ſize 
of the ſhot. 'The Commodore 0 

aſtoniſhment, ſeized this opportunity to con- 
vince the Chine/e of the prudence of granting 
all his demands in the moſt ample and ſpeedy 
manner. He therefore complained of the pro- 


ceedings of the officers of the cuſtom-houſe 


of Macao, who had prevented his being ſup- 
plied with freſh proviſions, and then telling 
the Mandarines, that as they had informed them- 
ſelves of his wants and were eye-witneſles of his 
force, they muſt be ſatisfied that his defire of 


| having the 1 permiſſion to purchaſe 
ions he wanted, was not becauſe 


no power to ſupply himſelf, ſince he 


ſerving his 


turion alone, was capable of deſtroying the. 


whole navigation of the port of Canton, or any 


R 3 „ 


other port in China. That this it was true, 


3 * 


886 Commodore Angon's VOYAGE © 
was not the manner of proceeding between na- 
tions in friendſhip with each other; but it was 
alſo true, that it was not cuſtomary for any na- 
tion to ſuffer the ſhips of their friends to ſtarve 
and ſink in their ports, when thoſe friends, on- 
ly defired liberty to lay out their money. That 
they muſt confeſs, he and his people had hi- 
therto behaved with great modeſty and reſerve, 
but as his diſtreſſes were every day increaſing, 
famine would at laſt prove too ſtrong for any 
reſtraint, and neceſſity in all countries was 
acknowledged to be ſuperior to every other 
law. That therefore, if by the delay of ſup- 
plying him with proviſions, his men ſhould 
from the impulſes of hunger, be obliged to 
turn cannibals, and to prey upon their own 
ſpecies, it was eaſy to be 8 4a that inde- 
pent of their friendſhip to their comrades, they 

would in point of luxury prefer the plump 
well fed Chine/e, to their own emaciated ſhip- 
mates. The firſt Mandarine acquieſced in the 
juſtneſs of this reaſoning, and promiſed on his 
arrival at Canton to call a council of Manda- 
rines, and ſaid that he did not doubt, but on 
the repreſentation he ſhould make of what he | 
had ſeen, they would all be of the ſame opi- 
nion as himſelf, and that every thing he had | 
demanded would be ſpeedily granted. That 
with regard to the complaint of the cuſtom- 
houſe of Macao, he would rectify it immediate- 
ly by his own authority, and then deſiring a 
hſt to be given him of the proviſions . 
for the ſhip for one day, wrote a permit un- 


der it, and delivered it to one of his atten- 
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dants, with orders to ſee that quantity ſent 
on board every morning early, and this order 
was punctually complied with. gg 

This affair being regulated, the Commodore 


invited him and the two other Mandarines, 


to dinner, but they were much embarraſſed 


with their knives and forks. After ſome 
fruitleſs attempts to make uſe. of them, in 
which they appeared extremely aukward, one 
of the attendants cut their meat for them, 


in ſmall pieces; however, notwithſtanding the 


difficulty they found in complying with the 
European manner of eating, they ſeemed to be 
no novices at drinking. 'The Commodore ex- 
cuſed himſelf under the pretence of illneſs, 
but there being another gentleman preſent of 
a florid complexion, the chief Mandarine 
clapped him on the ſhoulder, and told him by 
the interpreter, that he was ſure he could not 
poo fickneſs, and therefore inſiſted on his 
caring him company, and that gentleman per- 
ceiving, that after they had diſpatched four or 
five bottles of Frontiniac, the Mandaringwas ftill 
unruffled, ordered a bottle of citron-water to 
be brought, which the Chinęſe ſeemed much 
to reliſh, and this being near finiſhed, they 
aroſe from table, in appearance, cool and un- 
diſordered, and Mr. A»/on having according 
to cuſtom, made the Mandarine a preſent, they 
all departed in the ſame veſſels in which they 

came. | 
Mr. Anſan waited with great impatience for 
the reſolution of the Council, and the pro- 
per licences to enable him to refit the up ; 
| | ut 
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but notwithſtanding the favourable diſpoſition 
of the Mandarine Governor, ſeveral days elap- 
ſed, before he had any advice from him, and 
Mr. Anson was privately informed, that there 
were great debates in council upon his affair, 


However, on the 6th of Fanuary, the Mandarine, 


who was the Commodore's advocate, ſent the 
Viceroy of Canton's warrant for refitting the 
Centurion, and for ſupplying her people with 
all they wanted, and having now the neceſſary 


licences, a number of Ch:ine/e carpenters and 


ſmiths went on board the next 4 to treat a- 
bout the work they were to perform. They 
at firſt aſked the value of 1000 /. ſterling for re- 
pairing the ſhip, the maſts, and the boats, 
which the Commodore thinking unreaſona- 
ble, ſtrove to perſuade them to work by the 
day ; but this they would not hearken to, but 
it was at laſt agreed, that the carpenters ſhould 
receive the valve of about 600 J. for their 
work, and that the ſmiths ſhould be paid for 
their iron work by weight, at the rate of near 
3 J. per Hundred, for the ſmall work, and 2 J. 6s. 
for the large. | 1 g 

The Commodore now exerted himſelf in | 
order to get this important work com- 


pleated, and diſpatched his firſt Lieutenant to 
Canton to hire two junks, one of which was 


intended to heave down by, and the other to | 
ſerve as a magazine for the ammunition : At | 
the ſame time the ground was levelled on one 
of the neighbouring itlands ; a large tent pitch- 
ed for lodging the lumber and proviſions, and 


near 100 Chine/e caulkers were ſoon ſet - 
5 work 


erk on the decks and ſides of the ſhip ; but 


though they worked very well, they were far 


from being expeditious. However, on the 3d 
of March, the paying and ſheathing the bot- 
tom was compleated, to their great joy, ſince 
not only the fatigue. of careening had heen 
conſiderable, but the crew had been apprehen- 
five of being attacked by the Spaniards, while 
the ſhip was thus incapable of defence. In- 
deed their fears were not groundleſs, for they 
were afterwards informed by a Portugueſe veſ- 
ſel, that the. Saniards at Manila had learned, 
that the Centurion was in the Typa, and intended 
to careen there, upon which the Governor had 
ſummoned h1s council, and made a propoſal to 
burn her while ſhe was careening, which, if 


properly conducted might have been accom- 
{ pliſhed. It was alſo reported that the ſcheme 
was approved, and that the Captain of a veſ- 
ſel had actually undertaken it for 40,000 dol- 


lars, which he was not to receive, unleſs he 


| ſucceeded ; but the Governor pretending that 
| there was no treaſure in the royal cheſt, in- 


ſiſted that the money ſhould be advanced by 
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the merchants, and they refuſing to comply 


with the demand, the affair was dropped. 


= The Centurion was no ſooner righted, than the 
crew took on board her powder and ammunition, 


and ſet about repairing the fore maſt, but while 
they were this employed, they were alarmed 


who pretended, that he had been on board a 
large Spaniſh ſhip off the Grand Ladrone, and 


that there were two more in company, and 


on the 10th of March by a Chineſe fiſherman, 


' 
1 
} 


% 


» ſtay. At length two Mandarine boats came 


* 


w * Nor 


added, that he had brought one of their offi. 
cers to Macao, and that boats went of 
early in the morning from Macao to him, 
'The better to gain credit to this ſtory, he 
defired no money if his information ſhould 
not prove true. It was preſently believed that 
this perſon was come with a view of burning 
the ſhip. Upon which the Commodore imme- 
diately prepared his cannon and ſmall arms for 
her defence, and his pinnace and cutter 
being then in the offing, he let them. know 
the advice he had received, and ordered them 


to keep a ſtrict look. out; but no Spaniſb 


ſhips ever appeared, and the Commodore was 
ſoon convinced that the whole ftory was a 
fiction. | | | 

In the beginning of April the ſhip was new 


rigged, her proviſions and water were ſtowed on 


board, and ſhe fitted for the ſea, before which 
time the Chine/e had been very uneaſy at her 


on board from Macao, to preſs the Commo- 


dore to leave their port, and this having been 
often urged before, though there had been no | 


reaſon to ſuſpect Mr. Auſon of delay, he at 
this laſt meſſage deſired. them to give him no far- 
ther trouble, for he would go when he thought 
proper, and not ſooner. Upon this they 
prohibited all proviſions being carried on board, 
and took ſuch care to inforce this order, that 
nothing could be purchaſed at any price what- 
ſoever. The Centurion however weighed from 
the Typa on the 6th of April, and having got 
anto Macao road, compleated her water, as ſhe 

paſſed 
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ed with diſpatches from the Commodore, took 
his paſſage to England on board a Swedihh ſhip, 
and that ſeveral other officers had obtained the 


Commodore's leave to return home, and had 


embarked on board ſome of the Za/?-1ndia com- 
pany's ſhips. | 0 

The Commodore before his departure, had 
entered 23 men, moſt of whom were Laſcars 
or Indian ſailors, and the reft Dutch. While 
he was at Macao, he gave out that he was 
bound to Batavia, and. thence to England, and 


though the weſterly monſoon was ſet in, and 


rendered that paſſage in a manner impractica- 


ble, yet he expreſſed ſuch confidence in the 


ſtrength of his ſhip and the {kill of his men, 


that he raiſed a belief, not only among his 


own crew, but among the people at Macao, 


that he intended to try that unuſual experi- 
ment. But his real deſign was to return to 


the Pacific Ocean, and to cruiſe of Cape Eppiritu 


| Santo, on the iſland of Samal for the Manila 
p hips, for he ſuppoſed that there would that 
hear be two, on account of his having prevent- 


ed one of them from putting to ſea the preced- 
ing year. Therefore being clear of the coaſt, 


he ſummoned all his people on the quarter-deck, 


and informed them of his reſolution ; told them 
that he would chuſe a ſtation where he could 


ot fail of meeting with the two Manila — 
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paſſed along, and her whole buſineſs being 
tiniſhed by the 19th, ſhe weighed and ood 
'to ſea. | | Kid: ; 

It ought to be obſerved that ſoon after their 
firſt arrival at Macao, Capt. Saunders being charg- 
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and notwithſtanding their being ſtout veſſels 
and full manned, yet if his own people be- 


haved with their uſual ſpirit, he was ſure that 
he ſhould prove too hard for them both, and 


that one of them at leaſt would not fail of 


becoming his prize. The men received the 


Commodore's ſpeech with great joy, expreſſed 
their approbation by three hearty cheers, and 
declared their reſolution to ſucceed or periſh 
whenever the opportunity offered. 'Their hopes, 


which on their departure from the coaſt of 


Mexico had entirely ſubſided, were again reviv- 
ed, and they were all firmly perſuaded that 


they ſhould take the galeons and return home, 


enriched with the ſpoils of the enemy. 
On the firſt of May they ſaw part of the iſland 
of Formo/a, and on the the fourth diſcovered 


the Baſbee iſlands, which have hitherto been laid 


down 25 leagues too far to the weſtward ; for 
by their obſervations, they found the middle 


of theſe iſlands to be in 219. 40. north lati- 
tude. 


On the 2oth of May, at noon, they firſt diſ- 


covered Cape E/piritu Santo, which appeared of 


a moderate height, with ſeveral round hum- WF 


mocs upon it, But as they knew that there 
were ſentinels placed upon- this cape to make 
ſignals to the Acapulco ſhip, when ſhe firſt falls 
in with the land, the Commodore, when at 11 


leagues diſtance, tacked, and ordered the top- | 
ga ant fails to be taken in, to prevent being 
iſcovered, reſolving to cruiſe for the galeons, 


between the latitude of 12. 500. and 139. 5'. 
the cape itſelf, according to their obſervations, 
| | N lying 
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lying in 129. 40'. north latitude. As there 


was now but ſmall employment for the crew, 
they were ordered by the Commodore to be 
exerciſed almoſt every day, in working the 
great guns, and in the uſe of their ſmall arms, 


which had, more or leſs, been his practice at 


every convenient opportunity, during the 
whole voyage. They were, indeed, taught no 
more of the manual exerciſe, than the ſhorteſt 
way of loading with cartridges, but were con- 
ſtantly trained to fire at a mark, which was 
enerally hung at the yard-arm, and as ſome 
ttle reward was giyen to the moſt expert, the 
whole crew were become extremely ſkilful ; for 
beſides an uncommon readineſs in loading, 
they were all of them good markſmen. 
The Centurion having arrived off Cape E/pi- 
ritu Santo, and the galeons being expected, the 


| Commodore made all the neceſſary prepara- 


tions for receiving them, and was at the ſame 
time ſollicitous to keep at ſuch a diftance from 
the cape as not to be diſcovered. But it has 


fſince appeared, that in ſpite of all his care, 


he was ſeen from the land, and advice of this 
was ſent to Manila, where it was at firſt diſbe- 
lieved, but upon repeated intelligence of his 
heing again ſeen, the merchants were alarmed, 
and application being made to the Governor, 
he undertook to fit out a force, conſiſting. of 


two ſhips of 32 guns, one of 20, and two 
} ſloops of 10 guns each to attack the Centurion 


in her ſtation, the merchants being to ſupply 
the neceſſary ſums. Some of theſe veſſels ac- 


tually weighed, but the principal ſhip not be- 
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ing ready, and the monſoon being againſt them; 
the Governor and the merchants diſagreed, 
which occaſioned the enterpriſe to be laid aſide. 

The impatience of the Commodore's people 
daily increaſed in proportion, as the month of 
June advanced. But at length the laſt day of June 
new ſtile arrived, when the certainty of their ſee- 
ing theſe veſſels dwindled down to a mere poſſibi- 
lity. But the next day they were relieved from 
their uncertainty ; for at ſun-riſe, they diſco- 
vered a ſail from the maſt-head. A general joy 
inſtantly ſpread through the whole ſhip, for 
they did not at all doubt but this was one of 


the galeons, and they expected ſoon to deſery 
the other. The Commodore immediately ſtood 
towards her, and at half an hour after ſeven 


ſhe was viſible from the Centurion deck, at 


which time the galeon fired a gun, and took 


in her top-gallant ſails, which was ſuppoſed 
to be a ſignal to her conſort to haſten up, and 
therefore, the Centurion to amuſe her, fired a 
gun to leeward. During all this time the ga- 

on did not change her courſe, but to the 
Commodore's ſurpriſe, bore down upon him, 
for he could hardly believe, what afterwards 


appeared to be the caſe, that ſhe knew his ſhip 


to be the Centurion, and reſolved to 1 him. 
About noon the galeon haled up her fore- 
fail, and brought to on her top-ſails, hoiſting 
Spaniſh colours, and having the ſtandard of 


Spain flying at the top - 2 - maſt - head. 


Mean while Mr. 4»/on picked out about 30 of 


his beſt markſmen, whom he diſtributed into 
his tops, and as he had not hands enough left 
4% to 
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to quarter a ſufficient number in the cuſtomary 
manner to each gun, he on his lower tire fixed 


only two men to each gun, who were to be 
ſolely employed in loading it, while the reſt 
of his people were divided into different gangs , 
of 10 or 12 men each, who were to be conti- 
nually moving about the decks, to run and 
fire ſuch guns as were loaded, by which ma- 


| nagement he was enabled to make uſe of all 


his guns, and inſtead of whole broad - fides 
with intervals between them, to keep up a con- 
ſtant fire without intermiſſion, from which he 
hoped to procure great advantages: for it is 
uſual with the Spaniards, when they ſee a broad- 


dae preparing, to fall down upon the decks, | 


and to continue in that poſture till it is given, 
after which they riſe again, and thinking the 
danger to be for ſome time over, fire with great 
briſkneſs till another broad- ſide is ready, and 
therefore firing gun by gun rendered this im- 
poſſible. The Centurion now approached the 
galeon a-pace, but ſeveral ſqualls of wind and 
rain often obſcured her from their ſight. How- 
ever, when it cleared up, they perceived her 
reſolutely lying to. About one o'clock the 
Centurion being within gun-ſhot of the enemy, 
hoiſted her broad- pendant and colours, and the 
Commodore perceiving that the Spaniards had 
till then neglected clearing their ſhip, and were 
throwing their cattle and lumber overboard, 
he gave orders to fire upon them with their 
x. qty to diſturb them in their work, and 
vent their compleating it, though he had 
ore given general directions not to engage 
2220 | 8 2 | before 


| 
1 
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| havock with their ſmall arms, 
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| before they were within piſtol-ſhot. "The ga- 


leon inftantly. returned the fire with two of 
her ſtern chace ; and the Centurion getting her 
1 fore and aft, that if neceſſary, - 

e might be ready for boarding, the Spaniard; 
in a bravado alſo rigged, their ſprit-ſail fore 
and aft. The Centurion ſoon after came a- 
breaſt of the enemy within piſtol-ſhot, when 
the engagement began in earneſt, and for the 
firſt half hour Mr. Anſon over-reached the ga- 
leon and lay on her bow, where from the wo 
neſs of his ports he could traverſe almoſt all 


his guns upon the enemy, while the galeon's, 


could bring only a part of her's to bear. At 
the beginning of the action, the mats with '| 
which the — had ſtuffed their netting took 

fire, and burning violently, blazed up near | 
half as high as the mizen-top, this accident, 
which was ſuppoſed to be cauſed by th: Centu- 
Yiou's wads, filled the enemy with the utmoſt 
terror, and alſo alarmed the Commodore, who 


was in pain, from the apprehenſion of the ga- 


leon's being burned, and from the poſlibility 
of his ſuffering by her driving on board him. 
The Spaniards, however, at laſt freed them- 
ſelves from the fire, by cutting away the net- 
— and tumbling the whole heap which was 
in flames into the iea, Mean while the Centu- 
rion kept her firſt advantageous poſition, firing 
her guns with great briſkneſs and regularity, 
while the galeon's decks lay open to her top 


men, who having at their firſt volley driven 


the Spaniards from their tops, made 8 
illing or 
wound- 
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wounding every officer, but one that appeared 
on the quarter-deck, and in particular wound- 
ing the General of the galeon himſelf. But 
when the Centurion had continued in this ad- 
vantageons fituation about half an hour, ſhe 
loſt the ſuperiority ſhe had gained by it, and was 
cloſe along- ſide the galeon, who continued fir- 
ing briſkly for near an hour longer, yet in this 


poſture, the Commodore's grape-ſhot ſo effec- , _ 


tually ſwept their decks, and the number of 
their ſlain and wounded became ſo conſidera- 
ble, that they began to fall into great diſorder, 
and the ſhips were ſo near, that ſome of the 
Spaniſh officers were ſeen running about with 
much afſiduity to prevent the men from deſert- * 
ing their quarters. But their endeavours were 
vain, for after they had, as a laſt effort, fired 
five or ſix guns, with more judgment than 
uſual, they ſubmicted, and as the galeon's co- 
lours were in the beginning of the action ſing- 
ed off the enſign ſtaff, ſhe ſtruck the ſtandard » 
at her main-top-gallant-maſt head. | 

This valuable prize, which amounted to near 
a million and a half of dollars, was called the + 
Noftra Signora de Cabadonga, and was com- 
manded by Don Jeronimo de Mentero, a Portu- 
gucſe, who was an officer diſtinguiſhed by his 
ſkill and courage. The galeon was conſider- 
ably larger than the Centurion, and had 350 
men, — 36 guns mounted for action, beſides 28 


reroes in her gunwale, quarters, and tops, 
each of which carried a four- pound ball. She 
had 67 men killed in the action, and 84 
wounded, while the Centurion had only tw-wo 
| S 3 | led, 
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killed, and a Lieutenant and 16 wounded, 
all of whom recovered, except one. It is im» 
poſſible to deſcribe the tranſport on board, 
when after their numerous diſappointments, 
they at laſt ſaw their wiſhes accompliſhed. But 
this ſudden joy was on the point of being as 
ſuddenly damped by a moſt dreadful accident, 
for the galeon had no ſooner ſtruck, than one 
of the Lieutenant's coming to congratu- 
late the Commodore on his prize, whiſpered 
him, that the Centurion was dangerouſly on fire 


near the powder-room. Mr. Anſon received this 


dreadful news without any apparent emotion, 
and taking care not to alarm his people, gave 
the neceſſary orders, for extinguiſhing the 
which was happily done in a ſhort time, though 
Its appearance at firſt was extremely — 
Some cartridges had been blown up by acci- 
dent between decks, and the blaſt had com- 
municated its flame to a quantity of oakum in 
the after hatch-way, near the powder-rooms 
where the ſmoke of the oakum occaſioned the 
apprehenſion of a more extended, and dreadful 
conflagration, and even the hopes of avoiding its 
fury byeſcaping on board the prize had vaniſhed, 
for at the ſame inſtant, the galeon fell on the 
ſtar-board quarter of the Centurion, though ſhe 
was happily cleared, without doing or receiv- 
ing any conſiderable damage. | | 
Before night Mr. Saumarez, the Commo- 
dore's firſt Lieutenant, ſent all the Sau prifon- 
ers on board the Centurion, except ſuch as 
were thought moſt proper to be retained to 
aſſiſt in navigating the galeon, when Mr. An/or 
AA | learned 
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learned from ſome of the priſoners, that the 
other Manila ſhip which he had the year be- 
fore kept in the harbour of Acapulco, had ſet 
ſail much earlier than uſual, and had probably 


reached the port of Manila ſome time before 
the Centurion arrived off Cape Efpiritu Santo, fo 


that notwithſtanding. Mr. Auſon's preſent ſuc- 


ceſs, he had reaſon. to regret his loſs of time 


at Macao, . which had prevented his taking both 
theſe rich prizes. 1 


The Commodore ordered the treaſure to be 


immediately removed into the Centurion, and 


was under much concern about ſecuring the 


priſoners, their numbers amounting to double 
the number of his own men, which being 


done, the Commodore reſolved to return to 
the river of Canton, and on the 11th of July 
came to an anchor off the city of Macao. | 


The particulars of the cargoe of the galeon 
were by this time aſcertained, and ſhe was 
found to have on board, 1,313,843 pieces of 


eight, and 35,682 oz. of virgin filver, be- 


fides ſome cochineal, and a few other commo- 
dities, whence it appears that the whole trea- 
fure taken from the Spaniards by the Centurion, 


was not much ſhort of 400,000 /. independant 


of the. ſhips and merchandiſe which ſhe had 


either burned or deſtroyed, which amounted to 


above 60O, ooo J. more, ſo that the whole 
Mr. Anſon's ſqua- 


b 
dron exceeded a million ferling: beſides the 
great expence of the court of Spuin in fitting 
out Pizarro, and the loſs of the men of war 


On 


employed in that expedition. 
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paid to the Emperor 


oo Commudere Anson's VOYAGE 


On the 14th of July the Centurion caſt an- 
chor, ſhort of Bocca Tigris, which is a narrow 
paſſage that forms the mouth of that river, 
and propoſed to run through it the next day, 
as far as Tiger iſland, where there is a 
very ſafe road; but while the Centurion and 
her prize, were thus at anchor, a boat was 
ſent by the Mandarine, who commands the 
forts at Bocca Tigris, to inquire what the ſhips 
were, and whence they came. Mr. Auſon told the 
officer, that his own ſhip was a man of war 
belonging to the king of Great Britain, and 


the other a prize he had taken. That he was 


going into Canton river to ſhelter himſelf a- 
ainſt the approaching hurricanes, and that he 
zould fail for England as ſoon as the monſoon 

ſhifted. The officer then defired an account 

of his force, which he was to ſend to the Go- 
vernor of Canton; but being told that there 
were in the Centurion between three and four 
hundred barrels of powder, and 400 firelocks, 
he ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, and appeared 
terrified at the bare recital, ſaying, that no 
ſhips ever came into Canton river armed in that 
manner, and ſeemed amazed at Mr. An/or's 
expecting to be _— from all the duties 

y the ſhips that enter 


is ports, and it is ſuppoſed that he gave pri- 
vate directions to the Chzne/e pilot not to carry 
the Commodore through the Bocca Tigris. 
The narrow paſlage, called the Bocca Tigris, 
is little more than muſket - ſhot over, and 
formed by two points of land, on each of 
which there is a fort : that on the 8 
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fide being a battery on the water's edge, with 
x8 embraſures, but no more than 12 iron can- . 
non mounted, which ſeemed to be four or ſix 
pounders. 'The, fort on the larboard ſide is 

| a large caſtle, ſituated on an high rock, and 

did not appear to be furniſhed with more than 
eight or ten cannon, which did not ſeem to 
exceed ſix pounders. Theſe defences the Chi- 
neſe had imagined ſufficient to prevent an ene- 
my from forcing his way through, but would 
have been incapable of giving any obſtruction 

| to Mr. Anſon's paſſage. However the pilot, 

after the Chine/e officer had been on board, re- 
ſiuſed at firſt to take charge of the ſhip, with- 
out leave from the forts ; but it being neceſ- 
| to get through without delay, for fear of 
de bad weather, which was hourly expected, 
= the Commodore weighed on the 15th, ordered 
the pilot to carry him by the forts, and threa- 
tened him that if the ſhip run a-ground, he _ 
would inſtantly hang him up at the yard-arm. 

Upon which he pilot, terrified by theſe threats, 

carried the ſhip ſafely through, the forts not 

attempting to diſpute the paſſage. The poor 
pilot, however, did not eſcape the reſentment 

of his countrymen, for on his going on ſhore, 

he was ſent to priſon, rigorouſly diſciplined 

with a bamboa. He however afterwards went 

to Mr. Anſin, to deſire ſome reward, for the 

chaſtiſement he had ſuffered, of which he bore 

very evident marks, when Mr. Auſon pitying , 

his ſufferings, gave him an handſome recom- 

pence. The andarine who commanded the 
forts, was alſo inſtantly turned out of his phony 
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carried to Canton, where it was expected that 


he would be ſeverely puniſhed for ſuffering the 


ſhips to paſs by. | 
On the 16th of July, Mr. Anson ſent his ſe- 
cond Lieutenant to Canton with a letter to the 
Viceroy, to inform him of the reaſon of the Cen- 
turion's putting into that port, and that the 
Commodore propoſed to pay his Excellency a 
viſit. The Lieutenant had a very civil recep- 
tion, and was promiſed that the next day an 
anſwer ſhould be ſent to the Commodore. 
Mean while Mr. Auſon gave leave to ſeveral of 
the officers of the galeon, to go to Cantor, on 
a promiſe of their returning in two days. When 
theſe priſoners got thither, they were ſent for 


and examined by the regency, upon which 
they had the honeſty to declare, that as the kings 
of Great Britain and Spain were at war, they 


had propoſed to take the Centurion, and with 
that view had bore down upon her; but that 
the event had been contrary to their hopes. 
And being afterwards queſtioned as to their 
uſage on board, they frankly acknowledged, 


that the Commodore had treated them, much 1 


better than they believed they, ſhould have 
treated him, had he fallen into their hands. 
This confeſſion from an enemy had great 
weight with the Chine/e, who had hitherto con- 
ſidered Mr. Auſon rather as a lawleſs free-booter, 


than as one commiſſioned by the ſtate for the 
revenge of public injuries. But now changing 


their opinion, they conſidered him as a very 
important perſon. In the examination there 


were two circumſtances, which, in the * | 
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of the Chine/e, apppeared extremely ſingular; 


the Mandarines therefore aſked the Spaniards, 
how they came to be overpowered by ſo infe- 
rior a force, and how it happened, ſince the 


two nations were at war, they were not put to 


death when they fell into the hands of the 
Englih? To the firſt of theſe queſtions the 
Spaniards anſwered, That though they had 


more men than the Centurion, yet ſhe being 


ſolely intended for war, was greatly ſuperior in 
the ſize of her guns, and in many other arti- 


cles to the galeon, which was a vellel fitted 


out principally for trade; and as to the ſecond 
inquiry, they obſerved, that amongſt the na- 


tions of Europe, it was not cuſtomary to put 


thoſe to death who ſubmitted, though they 
readily acknowledged, that the Commodore, 


from the natural biaſs of his temper had treat- 
ed both them, and thoſe of their countrymen, 
who had been formerly in his power with very 
unuſual courteſy, much beyond what was ex- 


peed, or than was required by the cuſtoms. 


BY eſtabliſhed between nations at war. With theſe: 


replies, the Chine/e were fully ſatisfied, and from 
them entertained very favourable ſentiments of 


the Commodore. 


x 


In the morning of the 2oth of Fuly three 
Mandarines, with a vaſt retinue in a great 


number of boats, came on board the Centurion, 
and delivered to the Commodore an order from 
the Viceroy of Canton for a daily ſupply of 
proviſions, and for pilots to convey the ſhips 
up the river as far as the ſecond bar, _ 
| | F< 4 9 
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alſo delivered him a meſſage from the Viceroy, 
in anſwer to his letter; in which he deſired to 
be excuſed from receiving the Commodore's 
viſit, during the exceſſive heat of the weather, 
but that he ſhould be glad to ſee him in Sep- 


tember. | 7 
The Mandarines having delivered their meſ- 
ſage, began to talk to the Commodore on the 


duties to be paid by his ſhips ; but he imme- 


diately let them know, he would never ſub- 


mit to any demand of that kind, and that as 
he did not come to trade with them, he could } 
not be deemed within the meaning of the Em- 
peror's orders ; and added, that no duties were 
ever demanded of men of war by nations ac- 
cuſtomed to receive them, and that he was ex- 
preſsly forbid, in the orders he had received 
from his maſter, to pay any acknowledgement 
for his ſhip's anchoring in any port whatever. 
The Mandarines then obſerved, that they had | 
another affair to mention, and ſolicited him to re- 
leaſe the priſoners he had on board the galeon, 
obſerving that the Viceroy of Canton appre- 
hended that the Emperor his maſter would be 
diſpleaſed, if he ſhould be informed, that per- 
ſons who were his allies, and carried on a great 
commerce with his ſubjects, were under con- 
finement in his dominions. But though Mr. 
Anſon was extremely deſirous of getting rid of 
the Spaniards, he at firſt, to enhance the fa- 
vour, raiſed ſome difficulties, but at laſt ſuf- 
fering himſelf to be prevailed on, he told the 
— 2 that to ſhew his readineſs to o- 


blige the Viceroy, he would releaſe the pri- 
ſoners 
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ſoners whenever they would order boats to 
fetch them off, This affair being thus adjuft- 
ed, the Mandarines departed. A few days af-, 
ter two Chine/e junks were ſent for them, when 


the Commodore diſmiſſed them all, and as 
they were to be carried to Macao, allowed 
them eight days proviſions for their ſubſiſtance 
while they fell down the river. 

Though the Commodore found no difficulty 
in purchaſing proviſions for the daily conſump- 
tion of his men, yet he was under much per- 

lexity about laying in ſuch a large quantity, 
of proviſions and naval ftores, as wonld 
be neceflary to carry him to England. There 
were indeed pe =_ at Canton, who had en- 
gaged to furniſh him with biſcuit, and what- 
ever elſe he wanted; but after being aſſured | 
from day to day that all was ready, and would 
be immediately ſent on board, he had the vexa- 
tion to be informed, that no order had been pro- 
cured from the Viceroy to furniſh him with 
naval ftores, that there was no biſcuit baked, 
nor any of the articles which had been pro- 
miſed him in readineſs. 
It is, perhaps, impoſſible to account for the 


inſincerity of the Chingſe in this particular. 
However, Mr. Anſen found by experience, that 
in artifice, falſhood, and avarice, many of the 
Chineſe are ſcarcely to be paralelled by any o- 
ther people upon earth, which will be ſuffici- 
ently evident, from the following ſhameful in- 
ances of the fraudulent and ſelfiſh turn of 


temper peculiar to that nation. 


Vor. VII. T While 


4 
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While the Commodore firſt lay at Macao, | 


one, of his officers who had juſt recovered 
from a fit. of illneſs, deſired leave to take a 
walk every day upon a neighbouring iſland, 
which he imagined would greatly contribute to 
the recovery of his ſtrength. Though the 
Commodore would have perſuaded him from 
it, yet the importunity of the officer prevailed, 
and the boat was ordered to carry him thither ; 
but the ſecond day of his taking this exerciſe he 
was aſſaulted by a number of Chine/e, who had 
been hoeing rice in the neighbourhood, who, 
ſtruck him with the handles of their hoes, till 
they had laid him on the ground incapable of 
reſiſtance, and then robbed him of his ſword, his 
money, watch, gold-headed cane, hat, ſnuft- 
box, ſleeve-buttons, and ſeveral other trinkets. 
Mean while, the boat's crew being without 
arms at a ſmall diſtance, one of them flew on 
the fellow, who had the ſword, and reſting it 
out of his hands, drew it, and was preparing 
to run ſome of the Chine/e through the body; 
the officer immediately ordered him to deſiſt, 
thinking it more prudent to ſubmit, than to 
involve his commander in a quarrel with the 
Chineſe government, which was the more ad- 
mired, as this gentleman was known to have 
an uncommon Fit and to be of an haſty 
temper. By this means the Chineſe recovered 
the ſword, and carried off their whole booty 
unmoleſted. No ſooner were they gone than a 
Chineſe, who had the air and appearance of a | 
gentleman, rode on horſeback to the ſea fide, 
and by his ſigns ſeemed to commiſerate yy" of- 
cer; 


| | bery. 
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1 ficer; but though he was wonderfully oſſicious | 
in getting him into the boat, he was ſhrewdly 


ſuſpected of being an accomplice in the rob- 
The officer at his return, reported what had 
paſſed to Mr. A»/or, and he immediately com- 


plained of it to a Mandarine who attended to 


ſee the ihip ſupplied with proviſions. The 


Mandarine found fault with the boats go- 
ing on ſhore; but promiſed, that if, the rob- - 
bers could be found they ſhould be pu- 


niſhed ; it however plainly appeared, that he 
would give himſelf no trouble about- them, 
A conſiderable time afterwards, one of the prin- 
cipal thieves was ſeen in a proviſion boat 
along ſide - the ſhip, and orders being imme- 


| diately given to ſeize him, he was taken on 


board. The robber on his being firſt appre- 
hended, expreſſed ſuch fright in his counten- 
ance, that it was feared he would have died 
upon the ſpot, and the Commodore declaring, 


| to the Mandarine who attended the ſhip, that 


he would not deliver up the robber, but would 


himſelf order him to be ſhot, the Mandarine 
inſtantly put off the magiſterial air, with which 
he had at firſt demanded him, and begged his 
releaſe in the moſt abject terms; when the 
Commodore appearing inflexible, in leſs than 


* 


two hours there came on board five or ſix of 


the neighbouring Mandarines, who joined in 
the ſame intreaties, and offered a large ſum of 
money for the fellow's liberty. While they 


were thus ſolliciting, it was diſcovered, that 
the moſt afliduous Mandarine, was the very 
4 1 | * 2 gentle 


ſants to commit that act of violence. Hence 


ſion of being called before the tribunal of 
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tleman who rode up to the officer, after the 
robbery, and who pretended to be ſo highly 
diſpleaſed with the villany of his countrymen. 
It was alſo found on further inquiry, that he 
was the Mandarine of the iſland, and had by 
the authority of his office, ordered the pea- 


aroſe his extraordinary vigilance, and from 
ſome caſual hints it appeared, that he and his 
brethren, every one of whom had been privy 
to the action, were terrified with the apprenhen- 


Canton, where they would be immediately 
ſtripped of all they were worth. Mr. A4»/on | 
entertained himſelf for ſome time with their 
perplexity, rejected their money with ſcorn, Þ 
appeared inexorable to their prayers, and gave 
out that the thief ſhould be certainly ſhot; Þ 
but at laſt ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded, 
and as a favour releaſed his priſoner, though W 
not till the Mandarine had collected and re- 
turned all that had been taken from the offi- | 
cer, even to the minuteſt trifle. 9 
But the avarice of the Chineſe, notwithſtand- | 
ing the good intelligence which ſubſiſts be- 
tween the magiſtrates and criminals, frequently 
prompts them to defraud the perſons by whom 
they are protected of their ſhare of the pil- 
lage. A ſhort time after the above tranſaction, 
the Mandarine attendant on the ſhip being re- 
lieved by another, the Commodore loſt his 
top-maſt from his ſtern, which he had bor- 
rowed at Macao, and being extremely deſirous 
to recover it, offered a conſiderable reward to 
any 
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any who would bring it again. Soon after he 
was informed by the Mandarine, that ſome of 
his attendants had found it, and defired the 
Commodore to ſend his boats for it, which 


| being done, the Mandarine's people received 


the reward. But beſides this, the Commo- 
dore had tqld the Mandarine, that he would 
make him a preſent for his care in directing it 
to be ſearched for, and accordingly gave his 
linguiſt ſome money, with orders to deliver it 


to the Mandarine, but the linguiſt being igno- 


rant, that a further preſent had been promiſed, 
kept the money himſelf, However, the Man- 
darine confiding in Mr. An/or's promiſe, took 
occaſion one morning to admire the ſize of the 
Centurion's maſts, and from thence made a di- 
greſſion to the top-maſt, which had been loft, 
and aſked Mr. Auſon if he had not got it again. 
Mr. An/on ſoon perceived what he amied at, 


and inquired if he had not received the money 


from the linguiſt, and finding he had not, 
offered to pay him immediately; but this the 
Mandarine refuſed, having ſome more im- 
portant affair in view. For the next day the 
linguiſt being ſeized, was fined all he had got 
in the Commodore's ſervice, which was ſup- 
poſed to be little leſs than 2000 dollars, and 
was beſides ſo ſeverely baſtinadoed, that it was 
a wonder he eſcaped with his life. But when 


the Commodore, to whom he afterwards came 
a begging, upbraided him with his folly in 
riſking the ſevere chaſtiſement, and the loſs of 
all he was worth for the ſake of 50 dollars, 
of which he had defrauqed the Mandarine, be 

LS T 3 | hid 
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had no other excuſe to make, but crying in his 
broken argon, Chineſe man very great rogue 
truly; but have faſhion no can help. | 
There would be no end of recounting all 
the frauds, extortions, and artifices practiſed 
by theſe ſelfiſh people on the Commodore. As 
the method of buying proviſions in China is by 
weight, they uſed the moſt incredible methods, 
to augment the weight of what they ſold to 
Mr. 4»/on. Thus à large quantity of fowls 
and ducks being bought for the ſhip's ftore, 
the greateſt part of them preſently died, which 
alarmed all on board from the apprehenſion of 
their being poiſoned; but on examination it 
was found to be owing to their being crammed 
with ſtones and gravel to increaſe their weight; 
the quantity thus forced into moſt of the ducks 
amounting to ten ounces in each. 'The hogs 
bought ready killed, had water injected into 
them for the ſame purpoſe, ſo that a carcaſe 
hung up all night for the water to drain out 
of it, loſt above a ſtone of its weight. To 


avoid this cheat, the Commodore bought the | 


hogs alive, when it was diſcovered, that the 
Chineſe gave them ſalt to increaſe their thirſt, 


and having made them drink great quantities 


of water, took meaſures to prevent their diſ- 
charging it. As the Chine/e never ſcruple 
eating any food that dies of itſelf, they prac- 
tiſed another artifice; when the Commodore 
firſt put to {ea from Macao, they by ſome ſe- 
cret practices contrived that great part of his 
live ſtore ſhould die in a ſhort time after it 
was put on board, and two thirds of the hogs 

E 4 dying 


land, ſhe was followed by many of the Chineſe 


boats, with no other view: but to pick up the 


carcaſſes. 208” n FOES: 

Towards the end of September the Commo- 
modore finding that he was deceived by thoſe 
who had contracted to ſupply him with ſea pro- 
viſions, and that the 'Viceroy had not according 
to his promiſe invited him to an interview, 
found it impoſſible to ſurmount the difficulty 
he was under, without going to Canton and vi- 
ſiting the Viceroy. He therefore prepared for 
this expedition: The boat's crew were eloathed 
in an uniform dreſs, reſembling that of the 
watermen on the Thames. They were in num- 


ber 18, and a coxſwain; they had ſcarlet jacx- 
ets, and blue filk waiſtcoats, the whole trimmed « 
with ſilver buttons, and had alſo filver badges + 


on their jackets and caps. As it was appre- 


hended that the cuſtomary duties would be de- 


manded by the regency of Canton for the 


Centurion and her prize, and would be inſiſted 


on previous to their granting a permiſſion to 
victual the ſhip, the Commodore who had re- 
ſolved never to eſtabliſſi ſo diſhonourable a pre- 
cedent, appointed Mr. Brett to be Captain of 
the Centurion under him, directing him, in caſe 
he ſhould be detained at Canton on account of 
the duties in diſpute, to deſtroy the Centurion's 
prize, and then to proceed down the river 


through the Bocca Tigris, and to remain with- « 


ont that entrance, till he received farther or- 
ders. On the 14th of October the Commodore 
continuing firm to his reſolution, all the ſu- 


per- 
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dying before the Centurion was out of ſight of 
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percargoes of the Engliſb, Daniſh, and Swediſh 
ſhips came on board the Centurion to accompany 
him to Canton, for which city he the ſame 
day ſet out in his barge, attended by his own 
boats, and by thoſe of the trading ſhips which 
were ſent to augment his retinue. As he paſſed 
by Wampo, where the European veſſels lay, he 
was ſaluted by all of them, except the French, 
and the ſame evening arrived ſafe at Cantor. 
The Commodore on his arrival at that city, 
was viſited by the principal Chine/e merchants, 
who promiſed to inform the Viceroy of his 
being at Canton; but the next day pretended 


that his Excellency was ſo buſy, that there was 
no getting admittance to him. They then pre- 


poſſeſſed the ſupercargoes of the Engliſb ſhips, 
with a fear of being embroiled with the govern- 
ment, and of ſuffering in their intereſts; when 
to quiet the uneaſineſs of theſe ſupercargoes, 
Mr. Anſon conſented not to take any imme- 
diate ſtep for getting admittance to the Vice- 
roy, provided the Chinęſe, who contracted to 
furniſh his proviſions, would let him ſee that 
his bread was baked, his meat ſalted, and his 
ſtores prepared with the utmoſt diſpatch; but 
notwithſtanding the equity of theſe conditions, 
many difficulties and objections were urged, 
nor would the Chine/e agree to the propoſal, 
till the Commodore had conſented to pay for 
every article before it was put in hand, While 
the ſtores and proviſions were getting ready, 
the merchants continually entertained Mr. An/on | 
with accounts of their various endeavours to 


procure a licence from the Viceroy, and their | 


fre · 
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frequent diſappointments. But at length every 
thing being compleated and ready to be ſhipped, 
he reſolved to demand an audience of the Vice- 
roy, as he found that without this ceremony, 
it would be difficult to obtain permiſſion to 
take his ſtores on board. Mr. Auſon there- 
fore ſent one of his officers to the Mandarine 
who commanded the guard of the principal 
gate of Canton, with a letter directed to the 
Viceroy. This Mandarine received the officer 
very civilly, took down the contents of the 
letter in Chingſe, promiſing that the Viceroy 
ſhould be immediately acquainted with it, and 
that a meſſage ſhould be ſent to the Commo- 
dore. Mr. Arſon had been under great diffi- 
culties about a proper interpreter, but he hap- 
pily prevailed with Mr. Flint, an Engliſb gen- 
tleman belonging to the faftory, who ſpoke 
Chineſe perfectly well, to accompany his offi- 


cer. He had been left at Canton when a youth, 


and was upon that, and many other occaſions, 
of ſignal ſervice to the Commodore. 

Two days after the above letter was ſent, 
a fire broke out in the ſuburbs of Canton. Mr. 
Anſon on the firſt alarm went thither to aſſiſt 
the Chine/e, attended by his officers and boat's 


crew. When he found that it begun in a 


failor's ſhed, and that by the lightneſs of the 
buildings, and the timorous aukwardneſs of the 
Chine/e, it was getting a-head. But obſerving 
that it was running along a wooden cornice, 
which blazed fiercely, and would ſoon ſpread 
the flame to a preat diſtance, he ordered his 
people to begin with pulling the cornice _ 
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Which would ſoon have been executed; but 


being told, that as there was no Mandarine 
there, who alone has a power to direct on 
theſe occaſions, the Chineſe would make him 


pay for whatever was pulled down by his or- 
ders, he directed his attendants to deſiſt, - and 


ſent them to the Exglißb factory, to aſſiſt in ſe- 
curing the cOmpanyes: treaſure and effects, it 
being eaſy to foreſee, that no diſtance could 
be a protection againſt the rage of ſuch a 
fire, where ſo little was done to put a ſtop 
to it. All this while the Chine/e were con- 


tented with viewing it, and now and then 


holding one of their idols near it, which they 
ſeemed to expect ſhould check its progreſs. At 


laſt, however, a Mandarine came from the city, 


attended by four or five hundred firemen, who 
made ſome feeble efforts to pull down the 
neighbouring houſes ; but by this time the fire 
had ſpread prodigioufly, and was got a- 
mongſt the Merchants warehouſes, - and the 


_ Chineſe firemen wanting both ſkill and ſpirit, 


were unable to check its fury, ſo that it en- 
creaſed fo faſt, that it was feared the whole 
city would be deſtroyed. In this general con- 
fuſion, the Viceroy himſelf went thither, and 
a meſſage was ſent to the Commodore to en- 


treat him to afford his aſſiſtance, and to let him 


know that he might take ſuch meaſures as 
he thought its for extinguiſhing the 
conflagration. Upon this, the Commodore 
went thither a ſecond time, with about 40 of 
his people, who in the ſight of the whole 
city exerted themſelves in ſo extraordinary a 
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manner, as in that country was altogether with- 
out example. They behaved with a boldneſs 
and agility peculiar to ſailors, and ſeemed ra- 
ther animated than deterred by the flames and 
buildings, among which they exerted them- 
ſelves; whence by their reſolution and acti- 
vity, the fire, to the amazement of the Chineſe, 

| was ſoon extinguiſhed, and the buildings be- 
ing all on one floor, and the materials flight, 
the ſeamen, notwithſtanding their daring be- 
haviour, eſcaped with a few inconſiderable 
burns and bruiſes. | * 
This fire conſumed 100 ſhops and 11 ſtreets 
full of warehouſes,. ſo that the damage amount-. 
ed to an immenſe ſum, and one of the Ching/e 
merchants, well known to the Enghfp, was ſup- - 
poſed to loſe for his own ſhare near 200,000 I. 
ſterling. The principal reaſon of its raging 
with ſuch violence was, there being large quan- 
tities of camphire in many of the warehouſes, 
which produced a column of white flame, and 
blazed up into the air to ſuch a prodigious 
height, that it was plainly ſeen on board the 
Cation, notwithſtanding her being at leaſt 30 
miles diſtant, 5 ES 
While Mr. Anson and his people were endea- 
vouring to extinguiſh the fire, and the whole 
city were poſſeſſed with the terror of its be- 
coming general, ſeveral of the moſt conſider- 
able Chineſe merchants applied to Mr. Anſon, 
to beſeech him to let each of them have one of 
his ſoldiers, for - ſuch they ſtiled his boat's- 
crew, from the uniformity of their dreſs, to 
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guard their ware houſes and dwellings, which 
from the diſhoneſty of the populace, they 


apprehended would be plundered in the tu- 
mult. This requeſt Mr. Anſon granted, and 
all the men tbus employed bend much 
to the ſatisfaction of the merchants, who 
afterwards highly applauded their ſidelity and 


diligence. 


ſtop to. the fire, and their prudence and ho- 
nay where they were employed as guards, 
was the general ſubje& of converſation among 
the Chineſe, and the next morning many of the 


principal inhabitants waited on the Commo- 


dore to thank him for his aſſiſtance, freely own- 
ing, that he had preſerved the city from being 


intirely conſumed, ſince they could never have 
extinguiſhed the fire of themſelves. Soon after 


the Commodore received a meſſage from the 
Viceroy, appointing the zoth of November for 
his audience, which ſudden reſolution was 
owing to the ſignal ſervices performed by Mr. 
Anſan and his people on this occaſion, _ 

The Commodore was much pleaſed at ha- 
ving his audience fixed, ſince he was convin- 
ced that the Ch:ize/e goverment would not have 


come to this determination, had they not re- 


ſolved to give up their pretenſions to the du- 
ties they claimed, and to grant him every 
thing he could reafonably deſire. The Com- 
modore therefore prepared for this event, and 
engaged Mr. Flint to act as an interpreter in 
the conference. 


On 


* 


he intrepidity of the Eugliſb, in putting a2 


i 
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On the day appointed, a Mandarine came to 
the Commodore at 10 o'clock in. the morning, 
to let him know that the Viceroy was pre- 
pared, and expected him; on which the Com- 
modore and his retinue immediately ſet out, 
At his entering the outward gate of the city, 
he found a guard of 200 ſoldiers, Who attend- 
ed him to the great parade before the Empe- 
ror's palace, Where the Viceroy then reſided, 
and where a body of troops, to the number 
of 10,000, were drawn up under arms, and 
being all new cloathed for this new ceremony, 
made a very fine appearance. The Commo- - 
dore, with his retinue, having paſſed through 
the middle of them, was conducted to the great 
hall of audience, where the Viceroy was ſeat- 

ed under a rich canopy in the Emperor's chair 

of ſtate, with all his Council of Mandarines 
attending him. There was a vacant ſeat, in 
which the Commodore was placed on his ar- 
S nval, which was the third from the Viceroy, 
there being only above him the Chiefs of the 
| Law and Ge Treaſury, who in the Ch:ne/e go- 
vernment precede all military officers. When 
the Commodore had taken his ſeat, he ad- 
dreſſed "himſelf to the Viceroy by his inter- 
preter, and began with mentioning the various 
methods he had taken to obtain au audience; the 
delays he had met with, and the infincerity of 
thoſe he had employed, which had obliged him 
to ſend his own officer with a letter to the gate. 
The Viceroy here interrupted the interpreter, 
and bid him aſſure the Commodore, that the 
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trit knowledge he had of his being at Canton, 
was from that letter. 'The Commodore then 


complained to him of ſeveral grievances ſuf. 
ferred by the Eaſt-India company from the 
vexatious impoſitions of the merchants, and 
inferior cuſtom-houſe officers, and at length 
entered upon his own affairs, and informed 
the Viceroy, that this was the proper ſeaſon 
for returning to Europe. That he wanted only 
a licence to ſhip off his proviſions and ſtores, 


which were all ready, and that as ſoon as he l 
| had gotten his neceſſaries on board, he intend- | 
ed to leave the river of Canton and fail for Eng- 


land. To this the Viceroy replied, that the 
licence ſhould be immediately iſſued, and that 
the following day every thing ſhould be or- 
dered on board, then 3 Mr. Auſon had 


nothing further to inſiſt on, he for ſome time 


continued the converſation, acknowledged, in 
very civil terms, how much the Chine/e were 


obliged to him, for his ſignal ſervices at the 
fire, and owned that he had ſaved the city 


from being deſtroyed; then obſerving, that 
the Centurion had been a good while on ther 


coaſt, he withed the Commodore a proſperous 


voyage to Europe, after which the Commodore 


thanking him for his civility and aſſiſtance, 


took his leave. 


The Commodore was no ſooner out of thelf 


hall, than he was much preſſed to go into 
neighbouring apartment, where an entertain. 


ment was provided, but finding that the Vicero)þ 


was not to be preſent, he declined the W 
| and 
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on the 11th of March. 
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and departed, attended in the ſame manner 


as at- his arrival, only, on his leaning the city 
he was ſaluted by three guns, which are the 
moſt that are ever fired by the Chinęſe on any 
ceremony. | 5 ls ona 
The Commodore had now, to his great joy, 
at laſt finiſhed this troubleſome affair; had pro- 


cured a licence for ſhipping off his ſtores, 
| and eſtabliſhed an authentic precedent, by 
which his Majeſty's ſhips of war, will for the 


future be exempted ſrom the payment of duty 
in any of theſe Chine/e ports. 3.95, hall 

The Commodore's proviſions were begun to 
be ſent on board, according to the Viceroy's 
promiſe, the day ſucceeding the audience, and 
four days after the Commodore embarked for 
the Centurion, and all preparations for putting 
to ſea, were purſued with ſuch vigour, that on 


the 7th of December, the Centurion and her prize 
unmoored, and on the 12th anchored before 


Macao, where the merchants of that town pur- 


chaſed the galleon for 6000 dollars, which was 
much below her value ; but theſe merchants 
| inſiſted on theſe unequal terms, from their 


knowing the Commodore's impatience to put 
to ſea, and ſhe being delivered up on the 15th 

. 5 Centurion the ſame = 
got under fail, and the 3d of January ſhe came 
to an anchor at Prince's iſland in the ſtreights of 


Sunda, where ſhe continued taking in wood 


and water till the 8th, and then ſtanding for | 
the Cape of Good Hope, anchored in Table bay 
3 Dutch ſettlement 
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is the beſt provided of any in the known 


world, for the refreſhment of ſeamen after long 


_ The Commodore continued there 
tall the — of April, highly delighted 
with the pictureſque appearance of the country, 
the healthineſs of its air, and its extraordinary 
accommodations. While he ſtaid there he en- 
entered about 40 new men, and on the 3d of 
April 1744, having compleated taking in water 


und proviſions, put to ſea. On the 19th of 
_ 


the Centurion was within fight of the 
iſland of St. Helena, but did not touch at it. 
On the 1oth of June he ſpoke with an Engliſß 
ſhip bound for Philadelphia, from whom the 
Commodore received the firſt intelligence of a 


French war, and though there was at that 
time a conſiderable French fleet cruiſing in the 


chops of the channel, the Centurion ran through, 
being all the time concealed by a fog. In 
ſhort on the 15th of the ſame month, to the 


turion came to an anchor at Spitbead. Thus 
after a ſeries of the moſt extraordinary ad- 


ventures, and the moſt dreadful ſcenes of di- 
ſtreſs, did they encompaſs the globe in three 
years and nine months. All England rejoiced 


at the news; the treaſures taken by the Cen- 
turion, were conveyed in many WAggons, 
adorned with Spaniſb flags, through the ſtreets 
of London, amidſt the acclamations of the mul- 


titudes Mr. A»/or was juſtly loaded vwvith J 


honour, and the meaneſt ſailor who had ſt 
| N a 


inexpreſſible joy of the whole crew, the Cen- 


_ 
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in all the dangers and diſtreſſes of theſe. glo- 
rious enterprizes, had not only the fatisfac- 
tion of having contributed to humble the pride | 
of the enemies of his country; but of being _ 
made rich with the ſpoils. 


The End of the Seventh Volume. 


